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Sir, 

T    is    with    the   greatefl 

Satisfaction  that  I  now  iay 
before  you  the  Performance 
of  thofe  Commands,  with 
which  you  were  pleafed  to 
honour  me,  of  collecting 
the  Chirurgical  Pieces  which 
were  fingly  published  by 
Mr  Beckett  in  his  Life  time, 
a  1  his 


ii        Dedication. 

This  Gentleman  might  be 
faid  to  have  been  begotten  in 
his  Profeflion?as  being  the  Son 
of  Mr  Isaac  Beckett,  Sur- 
geon of  Abington  in  Berk* 
Jhire,  where  he  was  born  in 
the  Year  1684. 

He  received  his  Education 
under  Mr  Pledwell,  then 
Matter  of  the  excellent  Free 
Grammar- School  belonging 
to  that  Town,  ferved  four 
Years  of  his  Apprenticeiliip 
with  his  Father,  and  the 
three  laft  with  MrjofephBate- 
nian,  of  St  Thomas's  Hofpital 
in  Southward 
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Mr  Beckett  died;  Sir, 
at  his  Sifter's  Houfe  in  Ahing- 
ion j  November  the  2£th  1 738, 
in  the  54th  Year  of  his  Age, 
and  lies  interred  in  St  HeJlens 
Church  there; 

Of  this  his  Native  Place, 
he  drew  up  a  Brief  Account 
of  iCs  Hiflory  and  Antiqui- 
ties* 

A  faithful  Account  of 
his  Writings  is  prefixed  to 
this  Volume ;  your  Generous 
Patronage  of  which,  he  would 
himfelf  have  looked  upon  as 

*See  Mr  Ash  mole's  Antiquities  of  Berk- 
(hire,  3  Vols.  8vo.  p.  1 11  of  Vol.  ift. 

a  2  the 
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the  greaceft  Honour  and 
Friendship  that  could  be  con- 
ferred on  his  Labours,  and 
for  which,  I  inoft  humbly 
requefl:  your  Acceptance  of 
the  Grateful  Acknowledg- 
ments of. 

Sir, 

Tour  Obedient, 
And  Obliged, 
Humble  Servant, 
" !#  '  E.  C. 


A  N 

ACCOUNT 

O  F    T  H  E 

WRITI  NGS 

O  F 

WILLIAM  BECKETT, 

Surgeon^  and  F.  R.  S. 
viz, 

IN  the  Year  1709,  He  Publimed, 
I.  Chirurgical  Remarks,  Occajioned  by  the 
Death  of  a  Child,  whofe  Case  was 
printed  in  that  Year  by  Daniel  Turnery 
Surgeon.  To  thefe  Remarks  Mr  Beckett 
Subjoined,  An  Account  of  a  Wound  of 
$he  Brain    by    a   Bullet ;  with   Reflections 

thereon. 
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thereon.  And  at  the  End  of  this  Tract, 
Mr  Beckett  gave  an'  Achertifement  that  ^He 
had  almoft  ready  for  the  Prefs,  Annota- 
tions and  Practical '  Objervations  on  the 
Unearned and  Ingenious  Morijieur  Gen dron 's 
Enquiries  into  the  Nature,  Knowledge  and 
Cure  of  Cancers.      , 

II.  In  the  Tear  iy  n,  fie  publifhed  New 
Discoveries  relating  to  the  Cure  of  C  an  - 
C e  rs.  Wherein  the  painful  Methods  of  cut- 
ting them  off,  and  conj'uming  them  by  Cauf- 
tics  are  rejected,  and  that  of  diffolving  the 
Cancerous  Subjlance  is  recommended  -,  with 
various  hijlances  of  his  Succefs  in  this 
Practice  on  Perfons  reputed  incurable. 
Arfh  a  Solution  of  Your  curious -Problems  con- 
cerning Cancers,  viz.  I.  Whether  the 
Cancerous  Juice  iscorrofive  or  not.  II.  Whe- 
ther Cancers  are  contagious  or  not.  IIL  Whe- 
ther if  the  extirpating  a  Cancerous  Breafl 
happens  to  be  fuccefsful,  it  ought  to  be  looked 
upon  as  a  Conjequente  of  performing  the 
Operation     better     than    our    Predecefors. 

IV.  Whether  a  Salivation  will  Cure  a  Can- 
cer. 

This.  Treatife  came  to  a  Second  Edition 
the  following  Tear  iy  12  :  To  which,  be  fides 
jbme  Corrections,  Mr  Beckett  added  Two 
other    Problems   with    their   Solutions,   viz. 

V.  Whether  Cancers  are  curable  by  Cauftics. 

VI.  Whether 
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VI.-  Whether  Cancers  are  curable  by 
Internal  Medicines.  '  In  this  Piece  all  that 
he  promifed  relating  to  Gendron  is  infer  t- 
ed.  And  to  the  prefent  fThird  Edition  lib 
fubjoined,  :hy  way  of  Pojlfcript,  -a  very 
valuable  Receipt  for  the  Cure  of  Cancers, 
which  he  informs  us  was  communicated  to 
him  by.  his.  late  eminent  Brother  Surgeon 
Mr  Dobyns  of  Snow~HilL  He  had  it  from 
Mr  Pain  a  Gentleman  of  Northampton- 
Jhire,  in.  whofe  Family  it  had  been,  in  the 
higheft  Efteem,  for  above  200  Years. 
Mr  Beckett  likewife  adds,  that  he  tranfcrib- 
ed  it  from  the  Original  Manufcript. 

At  the  End  of  the  Second  Edition  of  his 
Treatife  on  Cancers,  Mr  Beckett  gave  an 
Advertifement  that  "  He  was  then  prepar- 
ing for  the  Prefs,  Ckirurgical  Colleclions, 
"  which  would  coniift  of  His  own  Ob/er- 
"  vation  of  uncommon  Cafes,  alfo,  the  moll 
"  curious  things  relating  to  Surgery,  taken 
"  from  the  Performances  of  the  German 
"  Erudiii,  in  their  ABa  Lipfics,  the  Mifcel- 
*£  lama. Curio fa,  Philofophical  Tran/aclicns. 
il  Memoirs  for  the  Curious,  Voyages,  Tra- 
"  vels,  Natural  Hi/lories  ■  of  Counties,  and 
<£  many  other  things  that  would  afford 
"  ufeful  Obfervations.  In  this  Collection 
<c  was  to  be  a  great  number  of  Figures  of 
"  Cafes,  Instruments,  Machines,    &c.     all 

"  curiouily 
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"  curioufly  engraven  on  Copper  Plates* 
"  This  Undertaking  was  wholly  defigned 
"  for  the  Improvement  of  the  Art  of 
"  Surgery ;  and  the  Introduction  to  it  was 
ft  to  give  an  Account  of  our  famous  Eng* 
<c  lifh  Writers  in  Phyfic  and  Surgery,  for 
"  many  hundred  Years  paft." 

The  great  and  defer ved  Practice  which 
attended  Mr  Beckett's  New  Method  of  curing 
Cancers,  obliged  him  to  poftpone  the  Publi- 
cation of  his  Chirurgical  Collections ,  as  above 
recited  jand  which,  upon  a  mature  Delibera- 
tion, he  changed  into  a  much  more  extenfive 
and  ufeful  Delign  5  and,  by  Mr  Innys  at  the 
Weft-End  of  St  Paul's,  and  Mr  Hooke  m 
Fleet-Jlreet,  Bookfellers,  He  publifhed  Pro- 
pcfalsfor  printing  by  Subfcripton  in  2  Volumes 
4to,  An  Account  of  the  Lives,  Characters, 
and  Writings,  both  Manufcript  and  Printedy 
of  the  molt  eminent  Britijh  Authors  hi 
Phyfic,  Surgery,  Anatomy,  Pharmacy,  Bo- 
tany  and  Chemifiry,  from  the  Conquefl  to 
the  Year  172 1.  To  which  was  to  be  added, 
A  large  Collection  of  Records,  principally 
taken  from  the  Tower,  containing  Grants  of 
particular  Favours  and  Privileges  to  the  moft 
noted  Phyjicians  and  Surgeons  by  the  Kings 
of  this  Realm  for  many  hundred  Years ; 
whereby,  befides  other  curious  Affairs  not 
to   be  met  with   elfewhere,  the  Time  ia 

which 
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which  they  lived  was  to  be  afcertained, 
as  to  feveral  of  them,  has  hitherto  remain- 
ed abfolutely  undetermined.  The  whole 
faithfully  collected  and  reduced  to  the  moil 
exact  Order    of  Time. 

This  Work  was  propofed  at  the   Price  of 
one  Guinea  in  Sheets. 

Between  the  Years  17 17  and  1720,  Mr 
Beckett  publimed  in  the  Philofophical  Tran- 
faffions,  Three  Letters  concerning  the  Hif- 
tory  of  the  Antiquity  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe. 
I.ToDr  Douglafs.  II.  To  Dr  Wag/laffe. 
III.  To  Dr  Bailey.  Proving  That  Difiaje  to 
have  been  known  and  cured  in  England  long 
before  the  Difcovery  of  the  Weft-Indies. 

Of  thefe  Pieces  Dr  Aft  rue,  a  French 
Phyiician,  full  of  the  Vanity  peculiar  to  his 
Countrymen,  feems  doubtful  as  to  their 
Proof,  becaufe  he  had  never  feen  the  Manu- 
fcripts,  nor  rare  printed  Authorities,  cited  by 
Mr  Beckett ;  and  treating  of  Dr  Turner's 
Syphilis,  fpeaks  flightly  of  that  Gentleman, 
becaufe  he  is  of  the  fame  Opinion  with 
Mr  Beckett. 

From  the  Publication  of  a  fmall  Pamphlet 
confuting  but  of  24  Pages,  8vo,  Intituled, 
"  A  Letter  from  a  Gentleman  at  Rome,  to 
"  his  Friend  in  London,  giving  an  Account 
"  of  fome  very  furprizing  Cures  in  the 
"  Kings-Evil  by  the  'Touch,  (of  the  Che- 
*<  valier  De  St  George)  lately  effected  in  the 
b  "  Neighbour- 
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"Neighbourhood  of  that  City,  1721. 
u  Wherein  is  contained  the  compleateft 
fl  Hiilory  of  this  miraculous  Power,  for- 
£t  merly  practiced  by  the  Kings  of  England, 
ic  ever  yet  made  public ;  the  Certainty  of 
ct  which  is  confirmed  by  the  moil  eminent 
"  Writers  of  this  Nation,  both  Catholics 
t£  and  Proteftants,  as,  Malm/bury,  Alu- 
'-  red,  Brompton,  Poly  dor  e  Virgil,  Harps- 
cc  fid,  &c.  and  Drs  Tooker,  Heylin,  Mr 
c<  Collier,  Mr  Echard,  &c.  Tranjlated  out 
"  of  the  Italian"  And  the  fol lowing  Mot- 
to prefixed  by  the  Catholic  Tranflator,  viz, 

King  Edward  the  ConfeiTor,  was  the  fir  ft 
that  cured  this  Diflemper,  and  from  him  it 
has  defc -ended  as  an  Hereditary  Miracle  up- 
on All  his  Succeffbrs.  To  difpute  the  Mat- 
ter  of  Facl,  is  to  go  to  the  Excefs  of  Scep- 
ticifm,  to  deny  our  Senfes,  and  to  be  incre- 
dulous even  to  Ridiculoufnefs.  See  Collier^ 
Ecclefiaft.  Hiilory  Vol.   1.  . 

Mr  Beckett  took  an  immediate  Occafion 
to  explode  all  thefe  Legendary  AfTertions, 
and  fully  proved  the  Truth  of  Mr  Colliers 
poiifive  ipfe  dixit  to  lye  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Queflion,  in  two  Letters  which 
he  Publifhed,  I.  To  Dr  Steigerthal,  intituled 
"  A  Free  and  Impartial  Enquiry  into  the  An- 
tc  tiquity  and  Efficacy  of  Touching  for  the 
ii  King's- Evil."  II.  To  Sir  Hans  Shane  in 
*  'order  to  a  compleat  Confutation  of  that 

_"  fuppofed 
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"  fuppofed  fupernatural  Power  defcending 
li  from  Edward  the  Confejfor  to  the  fuc- 
"  ceeding  Kings  of  England.  Alfo,  A 
<c  DifTertation  concerning  the  ancient  Me- 
"  thod  made  ufe  of,  for  the  curing  Difeafes 
"  by  Charms,  Amulets,  &c."  To  which  is 
added,  A  Collection   of  Records. 

When  in  the  Year  1722,  it  was  fear- 
ed that  we  mould  be  vifited  with  the 
Plague  in  England,  after  it  had  ras;ed  fo 
violently  at  Marfeilles  in  France  5  Dr  Mead 
.published  his  Prefervative  againit  Pejlilen- 
tial Di /tempers.  And,  among  feveral  other 
iSteze;  Pieces  written,  and  0/^/  ones  revived 
upon  this  Occafion,  Mr  Beckett  voluntarily 
lent  his  helping  Hand  for  the  good  of  his 
Country,  by  giving  his  Judgment,  and  Pub- 
liming  (Anonymouily)  A  CsHeclion  of  Pieces 
Written  during  the  Plagues,  which  happen- 
ed in  the  two  laft  Centuries. 

Mr  Beckett's  Cbirur'gicql  Oh/ervations, 
made  at  St  Thomas's  Hofpital  Southwark  -y 
Publifhe'd  la  ft  Summer,  were  prepared  for 
the  Prefs  by  Himfelf,  and  Infcribsd  to  Sir 
Hans  Sloane  and  the  Royal  Society. 


b  2,  TO 
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T  O 

Sir  HANS  SLOANR 

Honoured  Sir, 

1*^  H  E  laft  Paper  Mr  Beckett  ever  wrote, 
was  an  Addrefs  to  you  for  a  private 
Favour;  in  which  he  fays,  he  like  wife  had 
reafon  to  believe  that  Dr  Mead  would  be 
his  Friend.  He  therein  acquainted  you 
that  he  had  £C  contracted  fuch  a  Cold  by  fit- 
cc  ting  to  write,  with  his  Neck  againft  a 
4  c  North -Window,  as  he  feared  v/ould  be 
£€  his  Death;  and  if  fo,  adds  he,  it  may  be 
iS  laid  I  dye  a  Martyr  to  the  Improvement 
£C  of  the  Hiftory  of  Fhyfic  and  Surgery!' 
Thus  concluded  his  Paper  which  he  did  not 
live  to  fign ;  it  was  found  among  his  Col- 
lections  relating  to  the  Lives  of  the  Britifo 
Phyficians,  Surgeons,  &c.  He  had  copied 
fair,  for  the  Prefs,  the  greater!  part  of  his 
Papers  •  and  tho'  it  was  an  zmfiniJhedWork, 
yet  from  his  Character,  and  the  great 
Pains  he  had  taken,  I  knew  it  would  be 
very  acceptable  to  the  Public.  According- 
ly I  put  it  to  the  Prefs,  and  intended  to  have 
pubiifhed  it  in  two  Volumes  in  Octavo.  Young 
Dr  J5  *  *  *  *s  was  recommended   to  me  as 

a  proper 
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a  proper  Editor  :  I  lent  for  him  and  (hew- 
ed him  the  Papers ;  but  foon  found,  that  he 
was  much  too  young  both  in  Character  and 
Ability  for  fucb  an  Undertaking.  I  printed 
one  Sheet,  in  Otlavo,  (of  which  there 
were  but  two  Copies  taken  off)  upon  this, 
Dr  Milward  informed  me,  that  he  had  been 
for  fome  Years  compiling  An  Univerfal 
Hiftory  of  Phyfic.  He  expreffed  his  Deiirc 
of  purchafing  Mr  Beckett's  Papers,  and  be- 
ing fully  convinced,  from  his  Learning  and 
Candour,  that  he  would  do  Juftice  to  the 
Authors  Memory,  I  readily  let  him  have 
them.  And  Sir,  that  you,  might  in  fome 
meafure  be  apprized  of  Mr  Beckett1 's  Plan, 
I  have  to  this  Volume  prefixed  his  Intro- 
duction to  the  Work. 

/  Remain, 

Honoured  Sir, 

Tour  Moft  Obliged, 

And  Obedient, 

Humble  Servant, 

E.   CrjRLL. 
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Concerning  the  Antient  State  of  Learnings 
and  the  Antiquity  of  the  Practice  of  Phy- 
fic  and  Surgery. 

RITA  IN  has  been  very  happy  in 
furniihing  the  World,  in  very  early 
Times,  with  a  great  Number  of  famous 
and  learned  Men.  Of  the  firil:  Sort  were, 
the  Dray  die,  who,  it  is  faid,  had  their 
Original  and  Name  from  Druys  Sarrortius 
the  fourth  King  of  the  Celts,  who  died 
Anno  Mimdi  2069.  Next  the  Bardi,  who 
celebrated  the  illuftrious  Deeds  of  famous 
Men,  who  had  their  Name  from  Bcrdus 
Druydus  the  fifth  King  of  the  Celts.  Cafhr 
affures  us,  (and  a  noble  Teftimony  it  ts) 
that  the  Learning  of  the  Druydi,   was  firfr 

invented 
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invented  in  Britain,  and  from  thence  tranf. 
ferred  to  France ;  and  that,  in  his  Time, 
thofe  of  France  came  over  hither  to  be  in- 
flructed.  A  celebrated  German  Writer,  as 
quoted  by  Mr  Afhmok  in  the  Prolegomena 
to  his  Iheat.  Chem.  fays,  that  when  the 
World  v/as  troubled  with  Pannonic  Invafions, 
England  flourifhed  in  the  Knowledge  of  all 
good  Arts,  and  was  able  to  fend  her  learned 
Men  into  other  Countries  to  propagate  Learn- 
ing: And  inftances  in  Boniface ■,  a  Devon- 
ffiire  Man,  and  Willeboard,  a  Northern 
Man,  which  were  fent  into  Germany  for 
thofe  Purpofes.  Mr  John  Leland,  a  fa- 
mous Antiquary,  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Henry  VII,  who  was  excellently  well  ac- 
quainted with  our  Britifo  Authors,  affures 
us,  upon  his  own  Knowledge,  that  we 
have  had  a  great  Number  of  excellent  Wits 
and  learned  Writers,  who,  befides  their 
great  Proficiency  in  Languages,  were  well 
acquainted  with  the  Liberal  Sciences.  And 
Bimop  Nichcl/on,  in  his  Hiftorical  Library 
fays,  I  think  we  may  without  Vanity  af- 
firm, that  hardly  any  Kingdom  in  the 
World  has  out- done  England,  either  in  the 
Number  or  Goodnefs  of  her  Authors;  and 
that  even  in  the  darkefr.  Ages  our  Lamps 
fbone  always  as  bright  as  any  of  our  Neigh- 
bourhood. When  School-Divinity  was  in 
Fafhion,  we  had  our  Doff  ores  Subfiles,  Ir- 

refragabiles, 
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wefragabiles,  Gfr.  But  as  the  Hiftory  of 
the  Learning  of  this  Nation  in  general  is 
not  my  prefent  Defign,  I  mall  confine  my- 
felf  more  particularly  to  what  folates  to 
Phyfic  and  Surgery.  An  Hiftorical  Ac- 
count of  the  Antiquity  and  Progrefs  of 
which  Faculties,  with  the  fuccefiive  Im- 
provements they  have  received,  has  not 
hitherto  been  attempted  by  any  Hand. 
And  indeed  the  Difficulty  which  muft  at- 
tend an  Undertaking  of  this  Nature/  muft 
be  very  great,  by  reafon  of  the  little  Know- 
led  e  able  to  get,  in  this  Kind,  from 
thofe  Manufcripts  which  yet  remain  among 
3  ancient  Britain*,  who  went  with- 
out Clofdhs,  may  be  very  well  prefumed  to 
live  with  iu  P hylic ;  but  external  Accidents 
they  muft  be  liable  to,  as  well  in  their  Wars 
as  i  her  Caufes ;  and  Hiftory  informs 
us,  they  had  Methods  of  Cure  for  luch  Mis- 
fortunes. The  Saxons,  while  they  pofTefTed 
id,  had  their  Leeches,  a  fort  of  Sur- 
geons, but  very  little  {killed  in  Methodical 
Sice.  But  under  the  Normans  that 
Science  began  to  be  much  more  improved. 
About  this  Time  the  Monks  and  Fryars, 
and  others  in  Religious  Orders,  out  of  a  pre- 
tended Charity  to  their  fuffering  Fellow- 
Creatures,  intruded  themfelves  into  the 
Practice  of  Phytic  and  Surgery,  and  con- 
tinued it  many  Years,  notwithstanding  the 
c  Decree 
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Decree  of  the  Council  of  Tours  in  1163, 
where  Pope  Alexander  III.  prefided  ;  which 
forbids  any  Religious  Perfons  going  out  of 
their  Cloifters,  to  hear  the  Lectures  in  Law 
or  Phyiic ;  and  that  it  is  abfolutely  forbid- 
den, that  any  Sub-Deacon,  Deacon,  or 
Prieft,  exercife  any  Part  of  Surgery  in  which 
actual  Cauteries  or  Incifions  are  required. 
Molt  of  the  Phyficians  who  practiced  in 
TLnvland  about  this  Time,  were  likewife 
well  ikilled  in  the  Mathematics  and  other 
Parts  of  Philolbphy  ;  but  the  Surgeons  of 
thofe  Times  were  fo  much  addicted  to  A- 
flrology,  as  make  fome  Parts  of  their  Writ- 
ings very  obfcure.  After  this  both  Phyfic 
and  Surgery  began  to  flourim  much  more, 
by  the  public  Encouragement  given  very 
early  by  many  of  our  Kings  to  feveral  of 
the  Practitioners  in  both  Faculties,  as  will 
appear  by  the  Lift  -of  our  Kings  Phyiicians 
and  Surgeons,  to  be  inferted  in  it's  proper 
Place.  Hector  Bo'etius  informs  us,  that 
Jo/ina,  King  of  Scotland,  who  lived  above 
a  hundred  Years  before  our  Saviour,  well 
underftood  the  Nature  of  Scotch  Plants,  and 
their  Ufe  in  Phyfic  and  Chirurgery ;  and 
John  Bale,  afterwards  Bifhop  of  OJfory  in 
Ireland,  allures  us,  he  wrote  a  Book,  de 
Herbarum  Viribus.  Buchanan  relates,  the 
Scotch  Nobility  were  anciently  very  expert 
in  Chirurgery,  and  it  is  particularly  re- 
marked 
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marked  of  James  IV,  King  of  Scotland,  £>ucd 
vulnera  jcientijjime  traBaret.  It  is  4aid, 
that  when  Scribonius  Largus  attended  the 
Emperor  Claudius  in  his  Expedition  to  Bri- 
tany,  he  wrote  a  Britifi  Herbal,  or  De- 
icription  of  divers  Plants  in  this  Ifland. 
And  our  moft  learned  and  famous  King  Al- 
fred, is  faid  to  have  written  a  Book  upon 
Ariftotle  de  Plantis.  Cinfrid,  a  famous 
Phyfician,  is  mentioned  by  that  early  Writer 
Venerable  Bede,  in  his  Hiftor.  Ecclejiajlicar. 
page  307,  308.  And  Ernulphus,  another 
eminent  Phyiician,  in  the  Time  of  Nigel- 
lus,  the  fecond  Bifhop  of  Ely,  is  likewife  re- 
corded in  the  Anglia  Sacra,  Vol.  I.  p.  625. 
Many  more  Particulars  might,  in  all  Pro- 
bability, have  been  met  with  relating  to 
my  prefent  Deiign,  had  not  one  very  great 
Misfortune  attended  the  Suppreffion  of  the 
Abbies,  which  was  the  Deftructioii  of  a 
prodigious  Number  of  Manufcripts.  John 
Bale,  before-mentioned,  though  an  utter 
Enemy  to  Popery  and  Momftic  Inititution, 
remonftrates  againft  this  Piece  of  Barbarity, 
•  in  pretty  ftrong  Terms,  to  King  Edward  VI. 
Covetoufnefs,  fays  he,  was  at  that  Time  fo 
bufy  about  private  Commodity,  that  public 
Wealth  was  not  any  where  regarded.  A 
Number  of  them,  which  purchafed  thofe 
fuperftitious  Manfions,  referved  of  thofe 
Library-Books,  fome  to  ferve  their  Jacks, 
c  2  fome 
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fome  to  fcour  their  Can  die  flics,  and  fome 
to  rnb  their  Boots,  and  fome  they  fold  to 
the  Grocers  and  Soap-fellers,  and  fome  they 
fent  over.  Sea  to  the  Book-binders,  not  in 
fmall  Numbers,  but  at  Times  whole  Ships 
full.  Yea,  the  Univerfities  of  this  Realm, 
are  not  all  clear  in  this  detellable  Fact :  But 
curfed  is  the  Belly  which  feeketh  to  be  fed 
with  fo  ungodly  Gains,  and  fo  deeply 
mameth  his  natural  Country.  I  know,  fays 
he,  a  Merchantman  (which  fhall  at  this 
time  be  namelefs)  that  bought  the  Contents 
of  two  noble  Libraries  for  forty  Shillings 
Price  j  a  Shame  it  is  to  be  fpoken.  This. 
Stuff 'hath  he  occupied  inftead  of  gray  Paper, 
by  the  Space  of  more  than  thefe  ten  Years, 
and  yet  he  has  Store  enough  for  thefe  ten 
Years  to  come.  A  prodigious  Example  is 
this,  and  to  be  abhorred  of  all  Men,  which 
love  their  Nation  as  they  mould  do.  Yea, 
what  may  bring  our  "Nation  to  more  Shame 
and  Rebuke,  than  to  have  it  noifed  abroad, 
that  we  are  Defpifers  of  Learning?  I  judge 
this  to  be  true,  and  utter  it  with  Heavinefs, 
that  neither  the  Britons,  under  the  Romans 
and  Saxons,  nor  yet  the  Englifh  People  un- 
der the  Da?ies  and  Normans,  had  ever  fuch 
Damage  of  their  learned  Monuments,  as  we 
have  feen  in  our  Time.  Our  Pofierity  may 
well  curfe  this  wicked  Facl:  of  our  Age,  this 
unfeafonable  Spoil  of  England's  mofl  noble 

Antiquities, 
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Antiquities.  -Bale's  Declaration  upon  Ice- 
land's Journal,  publifhed  1549.  And  Dr 
Thomas  Fuller,  in  his  Church  Hiftory,  fpeak- 
ing  of  the  fame  Thing,  tells  us,  Divinity 
was  prophaned,  Mathematics  lufFered  for 
Correfpondence  with  evil  Spirits,  Phyficwas 
maimed,  and  a  Riot  committed  on  the  Law 
itfelf.  However,  notwithstanding;  this  De- 
variation  which  was  then  made  among;  our 
Manufcripts,  our  Colleges,  and  fome  of 
our  Libraries,  will  furniih  us  with  a  great 
Number  relating  to  almoil  all  Parts  of  Learn- 
ing :  Some  of  which,  more  efpecially  the 
moll:  ancient  ones,  I  {hall  here  firft  give  a 
Catalogue  of,  and  then  fome  more  modern 
ones,  confining  myfelf  to.thofe  which  more 
efpecially  relate  to  Phyfic  and  Chirurgery. 
And,-  firft,  we  have  in  the  Norfolk  Library, 
belonging  to  the  Royal  Society, 

Libellus  de  Arte  Medicinali  in  Lingua 
Piflica  confer  ipt  us.  And  in  Cottonian  Li- 
brary, 

Pracepta  nonnulla  Medicinali  a  ;  partim 
&  Divina  .  ad  dierum  rationcm  Saxouice. 
Galbe.  A.   2.  3.  1. 

Exorcifmi  quidam  &  Medicinalia  •  par- 
tim Latine  partim  Sdxonice.   ■  Galbe.  A.  2. 

Medicinalia  qucedam  Saxonice  &  Latine 
Vitel.     £.3.4. 

Herbarium,  Latine  £?  Eibirnice  or  dine 
Alphabet ico.     Vitel.  £-14.  34. 

Tradlatulus 
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TraBatulus  de  Morbis,  Latine  &  Hiber- 
nice  mutilis  initio  &  fine. 

Afironomica  qucedam  &  Medica  Literis 
Saxonicis  Membr.  in  Corpus  Chrifii  Coil,  in 

0X071. 

S.  Dufian  de  Lapide  Philofophorum.  In 
the  fame  College. 

TraSfatus  Botanicus  in  Lingua  Cambro- 
Britannica.     In  Jefus  Coll.  Oxon. 

Medicinales  Qucejliones  Magiftri  Henrici 
de  Wynton  fuper  Ifagogen  yoannitii.  In 
New  College  Library  in  Oxon. 

Liber  Phlebotomise.  By  the  fame  Au- 
thor,  in  the  fame  Library. 

TraBatus  de  effeBibus  quatuor  Qualita- 
tum^fecundum  magijlrum  TJrfonem.  In  New 
College  Library. 

PraBica  Chirurgia.  Tho.  Sculling,  con- 
tinent quatuor  partes.  In  New  College 
Library. 

Guilielmi    Scoti  Medici   W atlingtonienjis 
celeberrimi  Liber  de  dijferenciis  Urinarum* 
jfoannis  Ketham  Chirurgia  farva. 
De   Virtutibus  Herbarum    &    notabila 
Chirurgica. 

Liber  rerum  Medicinalium  quondam  fpec- 
tans  ad  Pharmacopolam  Edw.  IF.  Regis 
Anglice  in  quo  continentur  Medicamina  quam 
plurima  pro  Rege  &  Magnatibus  praparata. 
In  Mr  Hen.WorJleys  Library. 
William  de  Piney  his  Chy rurgery. 

Receipts 
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Receipts  and  Obfervations  for  curing  Em- 
rods,  Fiftula's,  Leprofy,  Aches  in  the 
Joints,  Tetters,  Worms,  Cramps,  and  Noli 
me  tangere,  in  a  very  ancient  Hand.  By 
Robert  Williams  of  Cockwood. 

A  Treatife  containing  the  whole  Rules  of 
Phyfic  and  Surgery,  M.  S.  Fetus.  For- 
merly in  Dr  Ty/ons  Library. 

Medicines  of  Matter  Willeam  du  Jor- 
dyne3  given  to  King  Henry,  Regent  and. 
Heuter  of  the  Reume  of  Fraunce.  In  Mr 
Thorejbys  Library. 

A  approbat  Treite  for  the  Peftilence, 
ftudied  by  the  grettefl  Doctours  of  Fyfick 
amongs  Thuniverfitie  of  Criften  Nations  yn 
the  Time  of  St  Tho.  of  £anterburie.  In 
the  fame  Library. 

A  Book,  of  Surgery,  wrote  in  the  Year 
1392.  Divided  into  three  Parts.  Theflrfl 
of  Anatomy.  The  fecond  of  Wounds, 
Impofthumes,  Diflocations,  and  Fractures 
of  Bones.  The  third,  the  Antidotary  of 
Surgery.     Formerly  in  Dr  Tyfo?is  Library. 

Friar  Theodore  Chalk 's  Chirurgical  Re- 
ceipts, on  Vellum.  Dedicated  to  Arch- 
bifhop  Valentine, 

Here  beginnen  gud  Medicenes  for  all 
Yevels  yat  any  man  may  have  yat  gud  Le- 
ches have  drawn  out  of  ye  Bokes  yet  Galien 
Afchipeus  Ypocras  hadden.  For  yai  were 
the  beft  Leches  yat  were  in  ye  World.  On 
Vellum,  in  my  Pofleffion.  I 
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I  proceed  now  to  give  an  Account  of  fome 
of  our  early  Writers,  befides  thofe  already 
mentioned.     And  firft  of  Maugantius,  who 
was  by  Birth  a  Briton,  a  famous  Phyfician 
and  Mathematician  ;  who,  fays  Leland,  for 
his  eminent  Learning,  .was  made  Prefident 
of  a  noble  College   (in  thofe  Days)  of  two 
hundred    Philofophers ;    which    Geofrey   of 
Monmouth  extols  to    the  Skies,  under   the 
Name  of  Legionum  Urbs;  which  Bale  fup- 
pofes  to  be  Chejier,  excelling  all  other  Bri- 
tijh  Cities,  at   that  Time,  in.  Wealth  and 
'Roman  Structures,  ':  This  Place  being  moil 
pleafantly  fituaied,  Aftrologers,  and  other 
.  Artiils,    fettled  in  it  to  obferve  the  Motions 
of  the    Stars,  and  undertook  to  forewarn 
Mankind  from  the  Comets,   and  certain  In- 
dications   of    the    Planets,     what     mould 
come  to  pafs.     Hence  Maugantius,   faid  to 
be  fnperior  to  all  others  in  this  Art,    being 
questioned  by  King  Vortiger,    whofe  chief 
Phyfician   he    was,    about  the   prodigious 
Conception  of  Ambrofe  Merlin,  after  a  Re- 
cital of  various  Philofophical  Reafons,    did, 
at    length,  it  feems,  give  him  Satisfaction 
therein.     This  Perfon,    who  was  the  moll 
renowned  Scholar  of  his  Country,   and  who 
is   faid    to  .have  compofed   feveral  Books, 
flouriihed  in  the  Year  of  Chrift  470,  when 
King  V or  tiger  was  much  diftrefled  by  the 
invading  Anglo-Saxons.     I  have  before  ob- 

ferved, 
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ferved,  that  there  were  feveral  Dignitaries 
of  the  Papal  Communion  as  well  as  thofe 
of  inferior  Orders,  beiides  the  Monks,  who 
very  early  took  upon  them  to  practife  Phy- 
fic  j  and  that  they  were  abfolutely  forbid  to 
exercife  that  Profeffion,  by  the  Roman  Af- 
fembly,  in  1139.  Of  this  Sort  was  Fra- 
bricius,  or  Faricius,  as  he  is  fometimes 
written,  who  praclifed  Phyfic  not  long  be- 
fore this  Time.  He  was  the  eighteenth 
Abbot  of  the  Monaftery  of  Abington  in 
Berkjhire-j  to  whofe  Care  Godfrey  de  Vere 
committed  himfelf,  to  be  cured  of  a  grie- 
vous Difeafe  he  then  laboured  under  j  and, 
as  an  Acknowledgment  for  the  Care  the 
Abbot  had  taken  of  him,  he  bequeathed 
to  the  Abbey  before-mentioned,  the  Church 
belonging  to  his  Eftate,  in  the  Village  of 
Kenjington,  near  London,  with  240  Acres 
of  Land,  &c.  which  was  confirmed  by 
the  King ;  a  Copy  of  which  Grant  will  be 
given  in  the  Antiquities  of  that  Town,  and 
the  Hirtory  of  it's  Abbey.  This  Abbot  de^ 
departed  this  Life  the  Vllth  of  the  Calends 
of  March,  Anno  1 1 1 7.  Soon  after  him 
flourifhed  Athelardus,  a  Monk  of  Bath, 
who  was  fo  diligent  in  fearching  out  the 
Myfteries  and  Caufes  of  Natural  Things, 
that  he  deferves  to  be  equalled  with  fome 
of  the  ancient  Philofophers.  Having  a 
very  promising  Genius,   while  very  young, 

d  and 
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and  continuing,  as  he  grew  up,  to  improve 
his  Parts,  and  fit  himfelf  for  great  Affairs, 
he  left  his  native  Soil,  and,  with  much  A- 
Jacrity,  went  to  vifit  foreign  Parts.  In  his 
Travels  through  Egypt  and  Arabia,  having 
found  many  Things  he  fought  after,  he 
came  Home  again  with  good  Fruit  of  his 
Labours  and  Improvement  of  his  Learning. 
He  was,  without  Difpute,  in  Philofophy, 
Aitronomy,  Phyfic,  Mathematics,  and 
Rhetoric,  no  ordinary  Proficient.  Some 
of  his  Works  he  Dedicated  to  Richard, 
Bifhop  of  Bayeux :  In  the  firft  Work  he 
treats  of  the  Principles,  Qualities,  and  Ef- 
fects of  Natural  Things,  againft  the  vain 
Opinions  of  the  old  Philofophers.  In  the 
Preface  it  appears,  he  wrote  in  the  Year 
1 130,  under  the  Reign  of  Henry  I.  I 
might  here  enlarge  upon  the  great  Fame 
and  Merits  of  John  Giles,  a  Native  of  St 
Albans,  who  made  fuch  Progrefs  in  the 
Study  of  Phyfic,  that  he  was  made  ProfeiTor 
of  that  Faculty  at  Paris  and  Montpelier, 
and  Phyfician  to  Philip,  King  of  France. 
After  his  Return  to  his  own.  Country,  he 
was,  according  to  Matthew  Paris,  confult- 
ed  by  Robert  Grojlhead,  the  learned  Bifhop 
of  Lincoln,  m  his  lafi:  Illnefs ;  of  which  he 
died  in  1253.  He  has  written,  De  re  Me- 
dica,  and  de  Prognojticis,  and  fome  other 
s  JTiiings.  He  flourished  about  the  Year  1230, 

in 
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in  the  Reign  of  King  Henry  III.     Hugh  de 
Ever/ham,  deferves  in  this  Place  to  be  re- 
membred,  who  was  a  Man  of  great  Learn- 
ing, a  Phyfician   by  Profeffion,   and   per- 
haps   the   beft  of  his  Age.     He  was  well 
known   in   many  Countries,  being  a  great 
Frequenter  of  the  Univerfities.     With  the 
feverer  Studies  of  his  Art,    he  mingled  the 
pleafant  Science  of  the  Mathematics,  and  par- 
ticularly Geometry  and  Aftronomy.      This 
made  him  known  to  many  in  France  and 
Italy,  and  among  the  reft,   to  Pope  Martin 
IV,    who  invited  him,  by  Letters,   to  come 
to  him,    and  folve  fome  Queftions  in  Phyfic, 
which  were  then  newly  ftarted  :  According- 
ly he  went  without  Delay,  and  performed 
what  was  required  readily  and  learnedly.  He 
publifhed  Super  Opere  Febrium  lfaac.     Me- 
dicitiaks  Canones.     Problew.ata  quondam,  and 
fome    other   Things.       He   flourifhed   the 
Year  128 1;  when  he  was  created  Cardinal 
Prefbyter  of  St  Laurence,  by  the  faid  Pope 
Martin,    in  the  Reign  of  Edward  I.     He 
is  faid  to  have  died  by  Poifon  at  Rome,  An- 
no 1287  j    although   Cicceonius,  to    palliate 
this  Matter,  fays  he  died  of  the  Plague. 
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A  Wound  of  the  Head 

RECEIVED 
By  a  Child  from  the  Blow  of  a  Cat-Stick 
in  throwing  at  a  Cock  on  Shrove  Tuef- 
day,    1709. 

AddrerTed  to 

Mr  WILL  I  AM  COWPE  R,     Surgeon; 

S  1  R, 

I  do  not  queftion  but  you  have  had  the 
Curiolity  to  read  over  a  very  remarkable 
Cafe  in  Surgery,  not  only  upon  Account  of 
the  Recommendation  the  Name  of  the  Au-> 
thor  Ogives  it,  but  partly  becaufe  I  know  you 
have  been  for  a  long  time  of  opinion,  That 
this  Age  wou'd  diftinguifh  it  felf  by  the  Ad- 
vances that  Medicine  has,  and  will  receive ; 
I  need  not  obferve,  to  a  Man  of  your  Capa- 
city, how  juft,  according  to  my  Opinion, 
our  Author  has  been  in  relating  all  the  Par- 
ticulars of  the  Cafe  he  gives  ustheHiftory 
of :  Nor  need  I  intimate  to  you  how  peculiar- 
ly the  Prefcriptions  were  adapted  to  the  feveral 
B  Alterations 

*  This  Case  was  published  by  Mr  Daniel  Turner % 
Surgeon, 
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terations  that  were  obfervable  in  that  little 
Patient  :  I  wiil  only  take  the  freedom .  to 
make  .Come  Remarks  on  a  considerable  Cir- 
cumilance,  which  perhaps  we  (hall  find  ob- 
flrudted  fo  methodical  a  Procedure,  in  order 
for  a  Cure. 

Our  Author  is  of  opinion,  That  his  D^ath 
was  owing  to  the  ejfufed  Blood  from  fome  Vef~ 
fel  upon  the  Pia  Mater,    which  had  been  rup- 
tured by  the  Concufjion  or.  Shock  of  the  faid 
Veffel,  from   the   Force  of  the  Blow  j  which 
Blood  pent  in  {for  want  of  a  JDifcharge  )  had 
formed  an  Abfcefs,  thereby  deluging  the  Sur- 
face of  the  Brain   with   Matter  :   And  this, 
thd  continually  draining  off  thro    the  Orifice 
hi  the  upper  Membrane^   yet  fome  part  there- 
of lying  beyond  the  Elaflic  Power  of  the  faid 
Membrane  to  raife  upy    and  out  of  the  Reach 
of  Medicine  to  deterge  and  mundifie,    was  at 
length  imbibed  by  the  Veffels,   where  miffing  the 
Salutary    Crifis,  fometimes    obferved  in    the 
Empieme  and  Pleuritic  Cafes,  it  was  conveyed 
by  the  Circulation  to  the  Heart,  and  at  length, 
we  are  to  fuppofe,  fomehow  effected  the  Nervous 
Syflem,   bringing  on  the  fatal  Spafm. 

Thus  you  fee,  Sir,  how  plain  and  confe- 
quential  the  Account  of  the  Child's  Death 
is  5  but  even  here,  I  hope,  I  fhall  do  no  In- 
juftice  to  the  Author,  if  I  inform  you,  I 
cannot  perfwade  my  felf  that  the  Matter  was 
imbibed  by  the  Veffels,  purely  becaufe  fome 

fart 
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part  thereof  lay  beyond  the  Eiaftic  Power  of 
the  Dura  Mater  to  raife  up,    and  out  of  the 
Reach  of  Medicine  to  deterge  and  mundifie, 
as  our  Author's  Words  are  j    but   that  it  is 
reafonable  to  believe,  that  fome  part  of  it 
was  reaffumed  by  the  Veflels,  when  it  could 
no  longer   difcharge  it  felf  as  before ;  for  if 
you  will  give  your  felf  the  trouble  of  look- 
ing back  to  the   3 2d  Page,    you  will  find, 
that  no  fooner  was  the  Orifice  choaked  up  by 
a  caked  Matter ,  but  the  mifchievous  Efte&s 
of  the  Suppreffion  of  the  Difcharge  foon  be- 
gan   to  difcover  themfelves  by  the  Rigours 
the  Child   was  attended  with  j  and  we  find 
our  Author  foon  after  fearful  of  fuch  a  thing. 
By  this  we  may  fee   how  circumfpect  wq 
ought  always   to   be,  left  we   interrupt  the 
Defign  of  Nature  when  fhe  is  about  to  expel 
any   morbifick   Matter,    the  ill  Effects  that 
attend   it   oftentimes  difcovering  themfelves 
after  different   Manners  j    We  look  upon  a 
continued    Difcharge  of  Matter  to  be,  as  it 
were,  a  natural  Evacuation,  and  that  it's  im- 
mediate Stoppage,  without  other  Means,  be- 
ing made  ufe  of  to  divert  and  evacuate  it,  -to 
be  fucceeded  by  a  greater  Fulnefs  and  Dis- 
tention of  all  the  VeiTels,  as  is  obfervabie  up- 
on  the  Suppreffion  of  the  Menfes,  Hemor- 
rhoidesy  or  infenfibk  Tranfpi ration ,    there    is 
this  Difference  to  be  obferved  that  the  ill  Ac- 
cidents that  attend  the  Stoppage  of  the  Di£ 
B  z  charge 
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charge  of  Matter  are  not  fo  much  owing  to 
the  Diftention  and  Plenitude  of  the  VefTels, 
but  according  to  the  ill  Quality  of  it,  'tis 
difpofed  to  render  the  Patient  feverifh  more 
or  lefs,  which  is  generally  ufhered  in  by  Ri- 
gours, and  fometimes  fucceeded  by  Spafmo- 
die  Contractions.     » 

For  a  further  Illuftration  of  this,  we  will 
take  the  liberty  to  relate  the  Cafe  of  a  Man 
of  about  Forty  Years  of  Age,  who  was  for 
a  coniiderable  time  incommoded  in  his  Bufi- 
nefs,  by  reafon  of  a  violent  Contufion  he 
had  received  on  the  Upper-part  of  his  Left 
Arm,  a  little  below  the  Shoulder  :  After 
fome  time  it  was  fucceeded  by  an  Apoflie- 
mation,  upon  the  opening  of  which  I  was 
informed,  a  coniiderable  Quantity  of  Matter 
difchafged,  which  was  not  of  any  ill  Colour 
or  Smell,  the  Matter  continuing;  to  make 
its  E^Tt  the  fame  way  for  feveral  Weeks,  at 
length  formed  a  Sinus,  which  might  be 
eafily  traced  to  the  Upper  and  Fore- part  of 
the  Os  Humeri.  The  external  Orifice  of 
this  was  endeavoured  to  be  dilated,  but  it 
not  only  put  the  Patient  to  a  great  deal  of 
Pain,  but  petit  in  the  Matter,  and  caufed 
the  contiguous  Parts  to  tumifle  very  much. 
About  this  time  the  Axillary  Glands  began 
to.fwell  and  pain  him,  and  by  their  PrelTure 
on  the  Limphaticks-  the  whole  Arm  became 
Oedematous ;  foon  after   fome  part  of  the 
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Matter  made  it's  way  out  under  the  Arm, 
upon  which  italmoft  ceafed  to  flow  from  the 
Sinus  on  the  upper-part  of  it.  In  fhort,  up- 
on this  the  Patient  found  himfelf  very  much 
indifpofed,  he  loft  his  Appetite,  was  attend- 
ed with  Shiverings,  became  feverifh,  and  at 
length  died  violently  convulfed. 

On  DifTe&ion  we   found   the  Surface  of 
the    Lungs   to  be  interfperfed  with  blackifh 
Specks3  the  left  Lobe  adhered  to  the  P/eura, 
and   the    Pericordium    contained    a  much 
greater    Quantity   of  Liqour    than    ufual, 
though  its  Colour  was  natural.     The  Right 
Auricle    and   Ventricle  of  the  Heart  were 
very   much  diftended,    and  the  Diameter  of 
the  Arteria  Pulmonaris  con fider ably  enlarg- 
ed: on  the   Divirion  of  the  Integuments  of 
the  Abdomen,  a  very  large  Quantity  of  yel- 
lowifh  fcetid   Matter     difcharged    it    felf, 
which  was  fomewhat  vifcid  -,  we  found  that 
the  Interlines  floated  in  this,    for  the  Abdo- 
men was  full  of  it.     In  the  lower-part  of  the 
Concave  Side  of  the  Liver  there  was  a  very 
large  Abfcefs  difcovered,  which  contained  a 
Fluid  of  the  fame   Colour  and  Confidence 
with   that  which  we  took  notice  of  before. 
There  was  an  Orifice  in  the   lower  part  of 
the  Abfcefs  capable  of  admitting  the  End  of 
one's  Finger ;  by    which,  without    doubt, 
Matter  difcharged  it  felf  into  the  Abdomen. 
The  Spleen  was  of  a  very  odd  Figure  :  On 
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it's  convex  Side  there  were  a  Multitude  of 
Streaks,  that  proceeded  from  all  Parts  of  it, 
and  centered  in  one  Point,  which  proceed- 
ed only  from  the  Difpofition  of  the  Fibres 
of  it's  internal  Membrane.  It  was  almolt 
full  of  Blood,  which  in  the  middle  was  cor- 
rupted, and  flank  abominably.  After  it 
was  cleared  from  the  contiguous  Parts  to 
which  it  adhered,  and  taken  out  of  the 
Body,   it  weighed  four  Pounds  and  a  half. 

There  might  have  been  fomething  more 
©bfervable  upon  the  DiiTeclion  of  this  Body, 
but  the  fhort  time  that   was  allotted  for  it 
did  not  give  us  an   Opportunity  of  making 
that  Uriel  Enquiry  as  ieemed  to  be  neceflary. 
Blancard.  in  his    Anat.,  PraSf.    Rationalis, 
p.  252.   has  much  fuch  an   Qbfervation  as 
this   which  we  have  related.     See  likewife 
&chenckiu$>    Lib.  3,  Obf.    26.  But  I  do  not 
doubt,  Sir*  but  you  have  made  fome  curi- 
ous Remarks  on  Cafes  of  this  Nature,  tho' 
1  am  pretty  pofitive  you  will  agree  with  me 
in,  this,  That  the  immediate  Caufe  of  the 
Death  of  the  Per  (on  we  have  been  fpeaking 
of,   was  the  giving   a  fudden  Check  to  the 
Diicharge  of  the  Matter.     It  was  the  Worfe 
of  Nature   in  this  Cafe  (and  what  me  was 
endeavouring  to  perform)  to   difhurden  her- 
feif  of   thofe  difproportionate  and  offensive 
Particles,  which   by   their  Continuance  in 
die  Body  would  but  have  occalioned  an  ir- 
regular 
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regular  Motion  of  the  Fluids,  and  confe- 
quently  a  Difcompofure  of  it's  whole  Frame  : 
For  the  animal  Body  being  nothing  elfe  but 
a  Congeries  of  Canals,  filled  with  different 
Liquors,  it  rauft  necerTarily  fuffer  very  much, 
and  it's  Actions  be  irregular,  if  any  Hete- 
rogeneousParticles  become  incorporated  there- 
with. We  mud  here  allow,  that  in  Dis- 
charges of  Matter  of  a  long  Continuance, 
fometimes  the  Diameters  of  the  Fibres  and 
VefTels  may  be  fo  much  enlarged,  that  the 
nutritious  Juices  may  be  thrown  out  with 
the  other,  and  fo  occafion  a  general  Emacia- 
tion :  But  this  may  be  eafily  rectified  at  the 
Beginning,  without  Detriment  to  the  Pati- 
ent, by  making  ufe  of  fome  fpirituous  and 
moderately  aftringent  Remedies,  to  recover 
the  natural  Tone  of  the  too  lax  Fibres  and 
Vefiels,  and  give  the  Matter  a  proper  Con- 
fidence. It  is  to  beobfervedin  fuch  Cafes  as 
thefe  are,  that  the  Part  from  whence  the 
Matter  difcharges,  if  it  be  the  Leg  or 
Thigh,  firft.  lofes  it's  former  Fulnefs  and 
Dimenfions,  tho'  foon  after  there  appears  an 
Emaciation  of  the  whole  Body.  Such  an 
Abfcefs  as  we  difcovered  in  the  Liver  of  the 
Perfon  before  mentioned,  we  are  inclined  to 
believe  might  have  been  found  in  the  Child, 
had  the  Abdomen  been  dinected  j  for  feve- 
ral  Authors  have  allured  us,  it  has  frequently 
been  obferved  to  be  the  Confequent  of  Frac- 
tures 
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tures  of  the  Skull,  tho' .  I  am  apt  to  believe 
It  never  happens,  but  when  the  Matter  has 
received  a  Check  in  it's  Difcharge. 

I  mall  now  take  the  Liberty  to  obferve, 
that  the   imprudent   Application  of  Repel- 
lents  to  fome  Tumours,    and  inconsiderate 
Healing   of  old   Ulcers,  with  the  unhappy 
Method  of  Procedure,  in  order  to  the  Cure 
of  fome  Difeafes,  very  often  difcover  them- 
felves,    by  their  being  fucceeded  by  very  ill 
Effects.     Non   tamen  in  omnibus  Huxionibus 
repellentia   adhibere    licet,    (fays  Sennertus) 
Partibus  ignobilibus,  prcecipue  its,  ad  quas 
nalura  inter dum  humores  frotrudere  folet9  ut 
funt  Glandules  pojl   aures,    &  in  collo,  fub 
axillis,  in  inguinibus  adhibenda  non  funt,  ne 
humor  ex    its  repulfus  ad  partes  principes  & 
nobiles  feratur. 

The  fame  Author  informs  us  in  his  Para~ 
lipom.  ad  lib.  5.  PracJ.  Med.  of  a  Boy, 
fourteen  Years  of  Age,  that  died  upon  the 
Acceffion  of  an  Epileptic  Fit,  which  was 
caufed  by  the  firiking  in  of  the  Scab  by  the 
imprudent  Ufe  of  Liniments.  And  Baglivi 
allows,  that  the  irregular  Cure  of  the  fame 
Difeaie  may  be  fucceeded  by  a  Spitting  of 
Blood,  anApoplexy,  Dropfy,  lingering  Fe- 
vers, &c.  The  Healing  of  old  Ulcers,  with- 
out having  a  Refpec!  to  thofe  Circumftances 
that  ought  to  precede  fuch  an  Undertaking, 
generally  lays  the  Foundation  for  a  Train 
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'of  mifchievous  Accidents;  for  the  Patient 
foon  begins  to  be  fenfible  of  an  Unactive- 
nefs  of  the  whole  Body,  is  fleepy,  has  a 
weak  Digeftion,  Head-ach,  and  is  feveriih, 
which  is  attended  with  very  profufe  Night- 
Sweats  ;  and  thefe  we  have  feveral  times 
obferved  to  be  the  Forerunners  of  the  Pati- 
ent's Death,  though  fometimes  ail  thefe  ill 
Accidents  may  be  prevented  by  an  Impo- 
fthumation  in  fome  part  of  the  Body  or  o- 
ther. 

Now  to  account  for  fuch  remarkable  Al- 
terations, 'in  fuch  Subjects,  we    are  obliged 
to  take  notice,  that  here  is  the  Supprefiion  of 
the  Evacuation  of  a  Humour,  that  had  been 
conftantly  difcharged  for  a  long  time  ;  and 
this,  we  have  before  obferved,    will  caufe  a 
greater  Fulnefsand  Diftention  of  all  the  Vef- 
fels.     Now  the  Quantity  of  the  Blood  be- 
ing very  much  encreafed  by  the  Addition  of 
this  vifcid  Juice,  the  Celerity  of  its  Motion 
rnuft  be   confiderably  abated,    upon  which 
Account  it  will  enlarge  the  Diameters  of  the 
VefTels,    by    relaxing    their  Coats,  and  pafs 
with  fo  great  a  Difficulty  through  the  Capil- 
lary VefTels,    that    if  it  arrive  at   any  Part 
where  the  Fibres  have  loft  their  due  Tenfi- 
ty  and  Spring,  it  is  difpofed  to  fbgnate,  and 
produce  an  Impofthumation.      If  this  docs 
not    happen,    as    the  Motion    of  the  Blood 
continues  to  be  verv  languid,  the  Quantity 
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of  Spirits  filtrated  in  the  Brain  will  be  lefs 
upon  two  Accounts:  Firji,  Becaufe  as  the 
Blood  moves  more  flowly,  all  the  Parts  of 
the  Body  through  which  it  circulates,  will 
receive  a  much  lefs  Quantity  of  it  in  a  given 
Time,  than  they  rau ft  have  done,  had  it 
moved  with  a  greater  Celerity.  Secondly^ 
The  Vifcidity  of  the  Blood ,  together  with 
it's  Motion  diminifhed  will  leflen  the  Quanti- 
ty of  Spirits,  according  to  the  20th  and  22d 
of  Dr  Wainrighfs  Proportions  of  Animal 
Secretion. 

Now  this  being  fo,  it  is  no  wonder  to  ob- 
ferve  fuch  an  Inactivity  of  the  Parts,  Sleepi- 
nefs,  weak  Digeftion,  &c.  to  attend  a  Per- 
fon  under  fuch  Circumftances :  For  the 
Quantity  of  Spirits  being  fo  much  dimi- 
niihed,  the  Parts  can  never  be  fufficiently 
influenced  by  them  to  perform  their  refpecfive 
Functions  with  that  Force  as  ufual.  To 
this  we  may  add,  that  they  are  in  a  great 
meafure  deprived  of  their  Power  and  Spring, 
and  Senfation  in  general  is  not  near  fo  flrong 
and  lively.  From  hence  it  is  evident,  that 
when  Nature  has  found  a  PaiTage  whereby 
£he  may  d:fburden  herfelf  of  any  cxcremen- 
titious  Humours,  we  ought  for  a  confidera- 
ble  time  to  give  proper  Internals,  and  make 
uie  of  fome  other  Method,  as  by  IfTues,  or 
fuch  like,  whereby  we  may  divert  the 
Courie  of  the  Matter,  which,     if  I  may  fo- 
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ay,  has  been  fo  long  together  determined 
o  pafs  the  fame  way.  Befide  this  Advantage 
which  will  accrue  by  that  Method,  there  may 
be  near  the  fame  Quantity  of  Humours  eva- 
cuated 5  ~nd  fo  thofe  unhappy  Accidents, 
will  be  prevented,  and  the  Ulcer  cured. 

I  am  perfwaded.  that  it  is  not  without  a 
great  deal  of  Difficulty  that  we  can  fome- 
times  divert  the  Tendency  of  Humours  to  a 
Part;  and  I  can  bring  feveral  Instances  of 
Sores  that  have  been*  healed,  where  the  fup- 
preiled  Matter  has  difcovered  it  felf,  by  an 
Apoflhume  near  the  Place  where  the  Sore 
was,  a  mort  time  after  it  had  been  healed. 

Fizlix  Wurtz,  who  was  a  very  judicious 
Surgeon,     informs    us,    That  it    fometimes 
happens,  that  in  a  little  time  after    a    Pa- 
tient  has    been  cured  of  a  Wound  of  the 
Head,  he   feels  violent  Pains  there,  which 
indicates    that  Matter    is   collected   in   the 
Part.     He  adds,  That  many  die  of  it,  by 
reafon  the  Caufe  is  not  underilood  by  fome 
Surgeons.     This   Remark  proves,  that   the 
Wounds  were  not  kept  open  long  enough, 
or  elfe  that  the  Surgeon  acte:1  imprudently 
in  not  making  ufe  of  proper  Means  to  divert 
the  Tendency  of  the  Humours  to  that  Part  -y 
not  but  it  will  abundantly  more  eafily  hap- 
pen to  thofe  Parts  that  are  depending,  and- 
where  the  Weight  of  the  vifcid  Fluid  will 
incline  it  to  fettle. 

C  2  I  knew 
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I  knew  a  lufty  Fellow,  about  twenty  five 
Years  of  Age,  that  had  an  Ulcer  on  the  in- 
ternal Ancle  of  his  left  Leg  near  twelve 
Years:  It  had  been  cured  three  or  four 
times,  but  he  always  found  himfelf  very 
much  indifpofed  after  it,  till  it  broke  out 
again,  and  the  Matter  had  a  free  Difcharge  : 
At  length,  upon  his  coming  from  Sea,  it  was 
healed  again,  upon  which  he  was  feized 
with  a  violent  Pain  in  his  Head,  Lofs  of 
Appetite,  which  the  next  Day  was  fucceed- 
ed  by  a  violent  Fever  and  Loofeneis.  His 
Phyfician  ordered,  among  other  Things,  a 
large  Blif£er-P}aiiler,  to  be  applyed  to  the 
Leg  on  which  the  Ulcer  had  been.  The 
Patient  recovered  -7  but  what  was  very  obfer- 
vable,  was,  that  the  Sore  the  Blifter-Plaifier 
had  made  terminated  in  an  uslv  Ulcer. 
which  would  not  heal,  though  various  Ap- 
plications were  made  ufeof.  If  Nature  had 
been  in  this  Cafe  compelled,  as  it  were,  and 
forced  to  a  pompliance  in  the  healing-of  this 
Ulcer,  it  is  probable  the  Matter  would  have 
been  thrown  upon  another  Part,  and  fo  oc- 
cafioned  a  Diieafe  there. 

By  this  we  may  fee  how  cautious  we 
ought  to  be  not  to  proceed  in  a  Method  con- 
trary to  the  Dictates  of  Nature ;  for  if  we 
do,  we  confequently  difturb  her  regular 
Motions,  upon  which  me  oftentimes  com- 
mences a  ne  vv  Work,  which,  if  it  does  not 

tend 
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tend  to  the  Subverfion  of  the  whole  Oeco- 
nomy,  there  enfues  a  Permutation  of  the 
Difeafe,  by  the  Tranflation  of  the  Matter 
from  one  Part  to  another. 

It  would  be  impoffible  to  recount  all  the 
obfcure  Motions  Nature  makes  ufe  of  to 
accomplifh  fuch  Ends :  We  will  only  men- 
tion fome  where  the  Difeafe  has  beea  per- 
fectly changed  from  what  it  was  before  by 
fuch  Methods.  Mear  gives  us  an  Inftance 
of  a  Dropfie  of  the  Breaff ,  which  fucceed- 
ed  an  ill-cured  Hydrocele.  Hildanus  ob- 
ferves,  that  an  inveterate  Ulcer  of  the  left 
Leg  being  unhappily  healed  up,  the  Patient 
died  of  a  Pleurify  fome  Months  after. 

To  this  I  may  add  an  Obfervation  of  a 
Man  that  had  an  old  Ulcer  on  each  Leg, 
which  being  attempted  to  be  cured,  as  the 
Matter  gradually  lefTened,  he  was  deprived 
of  his  Sight.  There  was  no  Alteration  to 
be  obferved  in  the  Eyes  of  this  Perfon,  but 
only  a  Dilatation  of  the  Pupils,  as  is  general- 
ly obferved  in  a  Gutta  Serena,  which  was 
judged  to  be  his  Cafe.  In  fhort,  upon  the 
running  of  the  Sores,  though  he  had  been 
perfectly  blind,  he  effectually  recovered  his 
Sight  again. 

I  will  not  tire  you,  Sir,  with  the  Recital 
of  any  more  Cafes  of  this  Nature.  What 
has  been  hitherto  faid,  I  hope  is  fufficient  to 
incline  you  to  believe3  that  the   immediate 
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Caufe  of  the  Death  of  the  Child  I  fpoke  of 
in  the  former  part  of  the  Letter  was  the 
Suppreffion  of  the  Matter,  which  had  con- 
tinued to  difcharge  in  fuch  large  Quantities 
fo  long  together .  And  that  fuch  a  fudden 
Stoppage  of  a  Difcharge  of  Matter  may  pro- 
cure a  Patient's  Death,  though  the  Symp- 
toms that  proceed  may  be  different.  I  have 
likewife  fliewn  the  Difficulty  there  is  in  Di- 
verting the  Tendency  of  the  Matter  to  a 
Part,  and  mentioned  how  one  Difeafe  is 
ibmetimes  converted  into  another:  But  of 
what  Vf&  thefe  Remarks  may  be  I  leave 
you  to  judge.  To  me  it  feems  reafonable 
enough  to  fuppofe,  that  as  a  regular  Method 
of  Practice  is  not  the  Effect,  of  a  Man's  Sa- 
gacity, but  the  Product  of  repeated  Experi- 
ences, every  thing  that  occurs  may  tend,  by 
a  proper  Application,  to  the  Ulu fixation  of 
the  Art.  What  clfc  has  made  fome  Menfo 
famous  for  their  Prognofticks  ?  Had  not  our 
great  Mafter  Hippocrates  a  Refpect  to  the 
Suppreffion  of  the  Difcharge  of  Matter 
from  Ulcers,-  when  he  exprelTcd  himfelf 
thus,  Ulcus  iividum  &  ficcum,  ant  cum 
virore  pallidum  lethale  eft?  And  this  we 
have  known  to  be  true  in  feveral  Cafes. 

Well  then,  does  not  this  fufficiently 
prove,  that  where  we  have  Caufe  to  fear  a 
Suppreffion  of  the  Difcharge,  we  ought  to 
remove  any  Impediment  that  may  embarafs 
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Nature  in  her  Work,  and  advife  a  proper 
Method  to  promote  the  precipitating  the 
morbific  Matter  ?  For  fo  mall  we,  by  join- 
ing our  Forces  with  thofe  of  Nature,  itill 
keep  her  in  due  Courfe  5  and  that  when  me 
is  grown  languid,  and  departing  from  her 
former  Meafures. 

You  mull  excufe  me,  if  I  digrefs  a  little 
to  take  notice  of  an  Obfervation  that  fome 
Authors  have  made,  viz.  That  from  a  dan- 
gerous Fracture  of  the  Skull,  after  Death 
the  Liver  has  been  often  found  impoiluma- 
ted.  They  have  been  likewife  very  follici- 
tcus  to  know  which  wray  the  Matter  could 
be  conveyed  to  fo  remote  a  Vifcus-,  but  it 
would  be  needlefs  for  me  to  offer  what  has 
been  faid  in  this  Cafe,  becaufe  it  feems  to 
be  evident  enough,  that  a  Part  of  it  is  reaf- 
fumed  by  the  Veffels;  which,  with  that 
mould  have  been  difcharged  from  the  Mais 
of  Blood,  is  by  the  Circulation  depofited  id 
that  Part.  But  here  we  may  ftart  a  conli- 
derable  Problem,  which  is,  How  comes  it 
to  pais  that  the  Morbific  Matter  if  it's  Dis- 
charge is  fuppreffed,  is  thrown  upon  the 
Liver  rather  than  any  other  Part  ?  In  order 
to  the  Solution  of  this,  we  ought  toconfider, 
That  the  Spleen  is  fubfervient  to  the  Liver 
in  performing  its  Office,  by  giving  the  Blood 
a  Check  in  it's  Progrefs,  whereby  it's  Velo- 
city is  leffened  >  otherwife  fo  thick  a  juice  as 

the 
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the  Bile  could  not  be  feparated  from  it.  Now 
the  Motion  of  the  Blood  being  rendered 
abundantly  flower  in  this  Part,  it  is  no  won- 
der that  the  Morbific  Particles  feparate  them- 
felves  from  it,  while  the  Filtration  is  carry- 
ing on,  and  by  their  AlTemblage  form  an 
Abfcefs  in  the  Part. 

You  may  perhaps  expedl,  Sir,  that  I 
mould  make  an  Apology  to  excufe  the 
Length  of  my  Letter  j  but  I  affure  you,  the 
Pleafure  I  have  taken  in  writing  it  would 
oblige  me  to  make  it  of  a  larger  Extent,  if 
I  did  not  find  I  mould  be  forced  to  take  no- 
tice of  fome  things,  which  may  perhaps 
have  a  Place  elfewhere.  I  have  only  this  to 
add,  that  if  through  the  little  time  I  have 
taken  to  write  it  in,  I  have  in  any  part 
omitted  to  pay  that  Refpect  as  is  due  to  you, 
I  (hall  very  readily  afk  your  Pardon.  In 
the  mean  time  I  muft  own  my  felf  to 
be, 


Tour  'very  much  obliged  Serva?tf3 


southward,  ^/"m#  Beckett- 

Aug.  22,  1709.  k        u 


O  F    A 

Wound  of  the  Brain 

By  a   BU  L  LET. 

To  the  Same. 

IF  you  remember,  Sir,  in  the  Hiftory 
of  the  Child 's  Cafe,  which  I  have  be- 
fore mentioned,  it  was  obferved,  that  not- 
withstanding the  violent  PrerTare  upon  the 
Brain,  by  the  deprefled  Pieces  of  the  frac- 
tured Skull  j  yet  the  little  Patient  laboured 
under  no  worfe  Symptom,  than  aHead-ach, 
and  was  in  a  Condition  to  walk  about  the 
Chamber,  This  was  really  very  remarkable; 
but  if  you  will  be  pleafed  to  give  your  felf 

the  Trouble  of  reading  the  following  Ac- 
ts o 

count,  I  do  not  queftion  but  you  will  meet 
with  fomething  much  more  furprizing. 

On  Nove?nber  the  ■  4th,  1707,  it  hap- 
pened, that  during  an  Engagement  between 
a  fmall  EngHjh  Veffel  and  a  French  Priva- 
teer, near  Margate,  one  of  our  Men  was 
unfortunately  v/ounded  by  a  Bullet,  which 
paft  through  the  middle  of  the  Os  FrontU.  ■ 
The  Surgeon  aboard  the  Ship  immediately 

D  enlarged 
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enlarged  the  Wound,  by  making  an  Inci- 
fion  through  the  Integuments,  but  could 
not  difcover  the  Bullet ;  whereupon  he  dref- 
fed  him  up,  and  the  fame  Day  being  fet 
afhore,  he  was  difpatched  for  London.  On 
Ihurfday  the  6th  Day  of  the  fame  Month, 
he  arrived,  having  walked  much  the  greater^ 
part  of  the  way  in  that  time,  which  is  about 
66  Miles  ;  the  fame  Day  his  Surgeon  en- 
deavoured to  extract  fome  Pieces  of  the 
Bone,  which  discovered  themfelves  through 
that  Aperture  which  was  made  by  the  Bul- 
let, but  without  Succefs;  for  they  confided 
chiefly  of  the  internal  Table,  which  were 
much  larger  than  the  Hole  in  the  external : 
Upon  this  the  Wound  was  immediately 
dreffc  up,  and  a  fecond  Attempt  was  made  a 
Day  or  two  after  -  but  it  proved  as  fuccefs- 
lefs  as  the  former.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
Patient  continued  to  be  very  hearty  and 
well,  and  feemed  to  be  no  more  indifpofed 
than  if  he  had  only  received  a  flight  Wound 
of  the  Head.  The  opening  the  Skull  with 
the  Trepan  was  propofed,  and  which  would 
probably  have  been  put  in  Practice  in  a  Day 
or  two's  time  •  But  on  the  Sabbath-Day 
Morning  following,  after  he  had  refted  well 
all  Night,  he  was  feized  with  fuch  violent 
convulflve  Motions  as  were  very  furprizing ; 
during  which  he  expired.  The  Body  being 
laid  on  a  Table  to  be  duTected,  all  it's  Parts 

appeared 
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appeared  fo  prodigioufly  inflated,  that  the 
Perfon,  when  a  live,  being  one  of  thelargefl 
Stature,  it  feemed  perfectly  monftrous.      A 
Puncture  being  made  in  any  Part  through 
the  Integuments,    there    was    nothing  dii- 
charged  but  a  fubtile  Matter  or  Air  -,  im- 
mediately   after  which    the   Part   fublided, 
though  before  on  a  CompreiTure  of  the  Fin- 
gers it  would  receive  fuch  an  Imprefiion  as 
is  obferved  in  Oedematous  Tumours  3  but 
it  would  fuddenly  return  to  it's  former  State. 
The  Surface  of  feveral  of  the  Parts  appear- 
ed  livid    and  veficated.      The  Skull  being 
opened,  the  Bullet  dropped  out  of  the  Brain, 
all  the  Fore-part  of  which  was  corrupted, 
and  abounded  with  a  thick  yellowifh  Juice, 
of  a  very  offenfive   Smell ;  there  were  two 
or  three  very  large  Pieces  of  the  inner  Table 
of  the  Skull,   with  fome  fmaller  that  were 
found  among  the  lacerated  Membranes,  and 
lodged  in  the  corrupted  Brain. 

This  Cafe  is  fo  particular,  that  it  may  not 
be  amifs  if  we  make  fome  Reflections  on 
it. 

We  are  very  well  allured,  Sir,  that  it 
has  been  a  Matter  of  very  great  Surprize  to 
feveral  ingenious  Men,  to  coafider  how  the 
various  Operations  of  the  Body  have  con- 
tinued to  be  performed,  when  thofe  Parts 
which  were  fo  abiblutely  neceffary  to  the 
Well-being  of  the  Animal,  have  been  natu- 
D  z  rally 
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rally  or  accidentally  difordered  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, as  to  fuffer  a  perfect  Confufion  of  their 
Parts :  And  of  this  we  find  Variety  of  In- 
ilances  in  thole  Authors,  who  have  very 
obligingly  applied  themfelves  to  relate  the 
Hiftories  of  deceafed  morbid  Bodies.  But 
that  the  Brain  it  felf,  which  is  the  very 
Source  and  Principle  of  all  Animal  Functions, 
fhould,  after  it  has  undergone  fuch  a  Vio- 
lation as  we  have  obferved,  continue  feveral 
Days  without  incommoding  the  Perfon  in 
•the  leaft  refpect,  is  really  very  remarkable  ; 
for  if  we  do  but  confider  what  an  abfolute 
Neceffity  there  is  for  a  conftant  Supply  of 
Animal  Spirits,  to  empower  the  Parts  to 
perform  their  mechanical  Actions,  and  at 
the  fame  time  reflect  on  the  Diforder  and 
Corruption  of  that  Part,  whofe  Office  it  was 
to  fecrete  a  fumcient  Quantity  of  thofe 
Spirits,  we  might  very  reafonably  expect  a 
confiderable  Alteration  in  the  whole  Body. 
One  might  very  well  think,  that  from  the 
Deficiency  of  Spirits  that  would  enfue,  the 
Parts  could  no  longer  continue  to  perform 
their  Actions,  but  mult,  gradually  lofe  their 
Power  and  Spring,  and  at  length  become  in 
a  manner  deftitute  of  Motion :  For  we  can 
fcarce  perfwade  our  felves,  that  Nature  in 
this  Cafe  is  fo  provident  as  to  fuffer  the 
Cerebellum  and  Medulla  Spinalis  to  filtrate 
the   Spirits   in     a   greater    Quantity,    that 
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they   might  fupply   the  Exigencies  of  the 
Body. 

There  ftill  remains  fome  cofiderable  Phe- 
nomena to  be  accounted  for,  as  the  convul- 
iive  Motions,  the  prodigious  Inflation  of  the 
Body,  &c.  As  to  the  former,  it  may  be 
perhaps  accountable  from  the  violent  Con- 
flict we  may  imagine  to  have  happened  on 
the  mutual  Engagement  of  the  Juice  that 
was  found  fo  plentiful  in  the  corrupted 
Brain,  and  that  which  had  undergone  no 
Alteration  from  it's  original  Purity.  Add  to 
this,  that  the  Animal  Spirits  in  the  Nerves 
receiving  fome  ill  Impreffions  by  the  Acce£- 
fion  of  fome  of  thofe  impure  Particles, 
could  no  longer  fally  out  upon  the  Command 
of  the  Will  to  any  particular  Part,  but  mull 
confequently  fo  irritate  the  Nerves,  as  to 
caufe  their  Extremities  to  contract  them- 
felvesj  upon  which  Account  the  Blood  be- 
comes imprifoned  in  the  mufcular  Fibres, 
which  abridging  their  Length  by  enlarging 
their  Diameters,  the  Parts  mull  neceflarily 
furTer  involuntary  Contractions :  At  the  fame 
time  thofe  minute  Capillary  Extremities; 
which  terminated  in  the  Miliary  Glands, 
were  probably  fo  contracted,  or  crifpt  up, 
as  perfectly  to  clofe  the  Orifices  of  the  ex- 
cretory Ducts  of  thofe  Glands,  which  are 
the  only  fudatory  Pores :  By  this  means  all 
that  vafl  Quantity  of  Matter  which  is  ufualiy 
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difcharged  by  infenfible  Tranfpiration,  be- 
came   imprifoned    underneath    the   Integu- 
ments of  the  Body,  and  fo  diftended  all  its 
Parts  to  fuch  a  prodigious  Degree3  as  was 
obferved.     This  Conftipation  of  the  excre- 
tory Duels,  and  crifping  up  of  the   Extre- 
mities of  the  Nerves,  might  likewife  have  a 
confiderable  Effect  on  the  fmall  Branches  of 
the  Arteries  and  Veins  which  accompanied 
them;  for  by  this  means  the  Blood   they 
contained   might  be  obliged   to  ftagnate  in 
the  Glands,   which   muft  occafion   an  En- 
largement of  the  Diameters  of   thofe  mi- 
nute Veflels ;  and  fo  the  livid  Colour  which 
was  extended  on  feveral  Parts  might  be  pro- 
bably procured :  Befides  this,  the  Blood  be- 
ing in  fuch  a  cornpreft  State,  fome  of  its 
more  fluid  Parts  might  be  expreft  from  it, 
which   lodging    underneath    the    Cuticula, 
might  make  the  Parts  appear  to  be  vefica- 
ted;  there  is   nothing    more  certain,    than 
that  Animal  Bodies  perfpire  after  Death ;  or 
that  the  perfpirable  Matter  continues  to  pais 
off  as  long  as  the  Body  retains  any  Warmth. 
This  is  confirmed  by  an  Experiment  of  Sir 
Thomas  Browne,  in  his  Pfeudodoxica  Epidemic 
ca,  where  he  tells  us,  That    "  upon  exact- 
<c  ly  weighing  and  ftrangling  a  Chicken  in 
<e  the  Scales,  upon  an  immediate  Pondera- 
*c  tion  he  could  difcover  no  feniible    Diffe- 
Jc  rence  in  Weight ;  but  fuffering  it  to  lie  8 

"  or 
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fc  or  10  Hours,  till  it  grew  perfectly  cold, 
"  it  weighed  molt  feniibly  lighter.  The 
"  like,  fays  our  Author,  we  attempted  and 
"  verified  in  Mice,  and  performed  their 
"  Trials  in  Scales  that  would  turn  upon  the 
"  8  th  or  10th  part  of  a  Grain.'' 


I  am,  Sir, 
Tours,  &c« 
W.  BJ 
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Serjeant-Surgeon, 


AND 

Surgeon  in  Ordinary,  to  Her  Majefty  Queen 
ANNE. 

SIR, 

IL  O  O  K  upon  it  as  a  peculiar  Happinefs, 
to  live  in  an  *Age  when  Men  of  our 
Profeffion  confider,  that  as  the  Art  is 
capable  of  receiving  daily  Improvements; 
ufeful  Difcoveries,  con  firmed  by  Experime  n  ts, 
ought  to  receive  the  joint  Concurrence  of  their 
good  Wifhes ;  notwithstanding,  they  may 
-  contradict  an  Opinion  that  has  been  almoffc 
univerfally  received.  Thefe  we  mall  always 
And,  are  the  Gentlemen  who  in  oppofition 
B  to 


2  New  Discoveries 

to  thofe  Bigots  whofe  Tempers  difcover  them 
to  be  the  Votaries  of  &  few  opinionative  Men, 
endeavour  to  guide  their  Judgments  by  Rea- 
fon,  backed  with  judicious  Obfervations,  and 
whatever  Arguments  are  produced,  will 
never  go  about  to  controul  Matters  of  Fact. 
It  is  a  grand  Truth  that  Neceffity  gave  Being 
to  Phyfick  and  Surgery ,  and  Experience  is  the 
only  Way  to  bring  them  to  Perfection  j  but 
it  is  much  to  be  lamented  by  them  that  are 
Well-Wifhers  to  thofe  Arts  that  the  Perfons 
which  are  perhaps  capable  of  advancing 
them  molt,  devote  themfelves  fo  much  to 
fpeculative  Fictions  (the  Effects  of  teeming 
Brains)  that  fome  have  pretended  with  a  ma- 
gifterial  Air  to  dictate,  even  to  Experience  it- 
felf.  In  fuch  a  Cafe  it  would  be  needlefs  to 
go  about  to  offer  Arguments  fufficient  to  dif- 
engage  their  Inclinations,  Time  only  mull 
difcover  to  them  their  Error,  when  it  makes 
them  fenfible  they  have,  to  no  Purpofe,  per- 
illed in  the  Purfuit  of  frivolous  Niceties  ; 
for  in  reality,  the  Benefit  of  Mankind  in 
general  is  deduced  from  Practical  Truths. 
The  Thoughts  of  this  are  fufficient  to  infpire 
every  generous  Soul  with  an  ardent  Defire 
of  difcovering  fomething  that  may  be  of  fo 
univerfal  an  Advantage:  As  for  my  own 
Part,  I  was  not  animated  to  concern  my  felf 
in  the  Undertaking  I  have  engaged  in,  by  a 
Profpect  of  gaining  that  Honour  that  is  of- 
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ten  liberally  beftowed  on  thofe  that  mint  new 
HypothefeS)    or  make  new  Difcoveriesj    my 
only  Defign  was  to  inform  my  felf,  whether 
fome  of  thofe  Difeafes,  which  are  generally 
reputed  incureable,  are  not  actually  in  them- 
felves  curable,  and  by  this  means  to  wipe  off 
a  Reproach  which  has  been  caft  on  Nature, 
when  in  reality  it  proceeds  only  from  our 
own  Weaknefs,    and  the  Infirmity   of  our 
Art.      A  diligent  Application  to  thofe  Dis- 
tempers which  baffle  us  moft,  has  been  fre- 
quently recommended  by  very  reputable  Au- 
thors,  and  fome  of  thofe  who  have  obliged 
us  with  the  Hiftories  of  Difeafed  Perjons, 
have  very  often  mentioned  considerable  Cures, 
which  have  been  happily  performed  after  the 
Patients  have  been  looked  upon  by  fome  as  in- 
curable.     Hippocrates  tells  us,   Lib.  2  Aph. 
52.    Si  Medico  fecundum  reSfam  Rati  one  m 
Facienti,  Cu ratio  ?ion  flatimjuccedaty  nan  eji 
tamen  mutanda  Methodus,    quamdiu  td  rejtat 
quod  a  Principio  vifum  eji.      I  am  fully  per- 
fuaded   that  moil  Practitioners   in  Surgery 
have  at  fome  Time  or  other,    by  an  induf- 
trious  Application,    been  fuccefsfull    where 
Art  could  not  warrant  a   Cure,     As  to  the 
Difeafe  I  propofe  to  make  the  chief  Subject 
of  this  Letter,    tho'  it  be  generally  branded 
with  the  Character  of   Incurable,    I  muft 
freely  own  I  never  could  difcover  any  thing 
sffential  to  it  in  general  that  fhould  make  it 
B  2  fo  j 
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fo  •,   it  is  true,  there  are  many  Difeafes  that 
are  not  to  be  cured,    where  certain  Circum- 
stances are  conjoined,  which  very  muchcon- 
tribute  to  the  Misfortune  5    tho'  Others  of 
the  fame  Clafs  exempt  from  thofe  Adherents 
may,  perhaps,   be    happily  enough  cured  ; 
Thus  for  Inflance.    In  Cancers  we  have  but 
Jittle   Reafon   to  expecl:  a  Cure  in  a  Perfon 
that  is  old,  if  the  Cancer  has  been  of  many 
Years  {landing,    and  is  firmly  fixed  to  the 
Ribs ;    but  if  the  Patient  be  not  fo  far  ad- 
vanced in   Years  as  to  be  uncapable  of  re- 
ceiving the  Benefit  of  Nature  by  the  regular 
Difcharge  of  the  Menfesand  the  Cancer  be  loofe; 
notwithftanding,  it  be  Ulcerated,  over-fpread 
with  fungous  Flefh,    difcharge  a  filthy  Mat- 
ter, and  fmell  very  offenfively ;  we  do  upon 
Experience  affirm  that  fuch  a  Patient  may 
be  cured.      We  muft  own  we  cannot  be  of 
the  Opinion  of  the  Paraceljians,  who  affirm 
there  is  no  Difeafe  but  what  is  curable  in  any 
Patient,  for  the  Reafon  we  have  given ;  nor 
can  we  with  the   Gaknifts,    agree  that  the 
Gout,    Dead-paijie,    Stone,  Cancer,  &c.  are 
Difeafes  abfolutely  incurable  -,  becaufe  Ex- 
perience difcovers  the  contrary.     We  find 
that  Mr  Boyle  is  of  the  fame  Opinion,  and 
thinks  it  were  no  ill  Piece  of  Service  to  Man- 
kind,   if  a  fevere  Collection  were  made  of 
the  Cures  of  fuch  Perfons  as  have  been  judged 
irrecoverable  by  thzDoclors  -3  that  Men  might 
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no  longer  excufe  their  own  Ignorance  by  the 
Impotency  of  Nature,  and  bare  the  World  in 
Hand,  as  if  the  Art  of  Phyfictana  their  Skill, 
were  of  the  fame   Extent*    There  feems  to 
be  one  very  effectual  Way  to  refcue  the  medi- 
cinal Art  from  the  Afperfions  of  fome  bold 
Perfons;  and  that  is  that  of  a.certain  Number 
of  regular  Practitioners  in  Phyjick  and  Surgery, 
each  of  them   mould  apply  himfelf  to  the 
Study  of  one  particular  Difeafe :  By  this  means 
we  mould  foon  find  they   would  be  capable 
of  furmounting  thofe  Difficulties  that  have 
all  along  baffled  the  moft  Judicious  of  the 
general  Practicers.    How  odd,  and  diiagree- 
able  this  Opinion  may  feem  to  fome  Men  I 
know  not}  but  I  afTure  you,  Sir,  I  find  it  of 
a  very  ancient  Date;  for  Herodotus,  a  Greek 
Hifiorian  informs  us,  that  before  his  Time, 
the  Phyjicians  in  Egypt  ufed  to  apply  them- 
felves  to  the  Study  and  Advancement  of  one 
Difeafe  in  particular.  Baricellus,  and  Lionar- 
do  di  Capoa,    obferve  the  fame  like  wife,    in 
Relation  to  the  Practice  of  Phyfick  in  that 
Country.     Baglivi,    m  the   Scheme  he  lays 
down  for  erecting  of  Colleges  for  the  Improve- 
ment of  Phyfick,  tells  us,  that  every  Fellow 
of  his  Literate  Society  muff  have  one  Difeafe 
allotted  him  for  the  Tafk  of  his  whole  Life; 
and  which  elfe where  he  lays  is  not  fufficient 
for  the  illuftrating  the  Province  of  one  Dif- 
eafe ;    but  that  we  lie  under  a  Neceflity  of 
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faking  inMaterials  from  all  Hands.  But  there 
is  no  Man  that  we  know  of,  has  fpoke  more 
agreeably  of  this  Matter  than  Dr  Harris, 
in  his  Pharmacologia  Anti-Empirica,  he 
owns  that  he  took  more  than  ordinary  Pains 
in  one  particular  Dijeafet  and  allures  us  he 
verily  believes  if  learned  Men,  after  a  com- 
pleat  Acquifition  of  the  univerfal  Method  of 
Phyjick,  and  a  neceiTary  Search  into  the  Na- 
ture and  Cures  of  thofe  manifold  Infirmities 
and  Difeafes,  which,  with  a  kind  of  infinite 
Variety,  do  afflict  Mankind,  would,  with 
their  utmoff.  Vigour  and  Refolution,  profe- 
cute  the  Knowledge  of  fome  one  Difeafe 
eminently  above  others ;  they  would,  moft 
certainly,  find  a  particular  Providence  at- 
tending and  amfling  them  in  fo  good  and 
honefl  a  Defign.  He  adds,  a  few  Pages  far- 
ther, that  wherever  a  Man's  Thoughts  are 
intent  and  fixed,  wherever  his  Genius  does 
naturally  incline,  and  all  his  Aims  and  Ap- 
plication do  continually  tend,  whether  it  be 
to  pertinent  or  infignificant  Matters  -y 
whether  it  be  to  ufeful,  or  elfe  meerly  cu- 
rious Things  5  if  he  has  but  tolerable  Parts, 
and  Education  correfponding,  he  can  hardly 
ever  mifs ;  it  is  hardly  poflible  he  mould  mifs 
the  becoming  Eminent,  and  in  great  Mear 
fure  perfect,  (I  mean  perfect  (fays  he)  ac- 
cording to  the  Modulum  of  Human  Cap.a^ 
city)  in  that  one  Point.      But  there  is  one 

Thing 
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Thing  to  be  recommended  to  the  Confe- 
deration of  the  Perfon,  who  takes  upon  him 
the  Enquiry  into  the  Nature  of  one  particu- 
lar   Difeafe^  which  perhaps  he  might  be  ve- 
ry liable  to  err  in,  if  not  cautioned  againfr. ; 
and  that  is,  that  he  be  not  too  bold  and  ram 
in  his  Attempts ;  for,  is  Galen  fays,  The  Phy- 
{ician'j  Art  is  not  like  that  of  an  Artificer,  who 
may  make  what  Experiments  he  pleajes,  to  fa~ 
tisfy  his  Curiofity  j  becaufe  if  he  /polls  the  Ma- 
terials he  works  on,  no  Body  is  endangered  by 
the  Mifcarriage :  In  Corpore  autem  humane 
(adds  he)  ea  tent  are  quce  nonfunt  Experientium 
comprobata  Periculo  ?ion  vacaty  cum  temerarit? 
Experientice  Finis  Jit  totius    Animantis  inter* 
?iecio.    I  believe  we  (hall  find  that  one  of  the 
grand    Reafons,    why    Perfons,     generally 
fpeaking,  have  been  fo  negligent  in  making 
any  Attempts  on  Cancerst  has  been  the  feeming 
Difcouragement  they  have  all  along  met  with 
from  Authors.     The  Caution  Hypocrates  has 
given  us  in  his  Thirty  eighth  Aphor.  SeB.  6. 
has  fcarce  been  omitted  by  any  one  considera- 
ble Perfon  that  has  wrote  of  this  Subject,  tho' 
perhaps  the  Sentence  has  often  had  an  Ex- 
position put  upon  it,  contrary  to  the  Author's 
Meaning ;  but  of  this,    more  in  it's  proper 
Place.  I  proceed  now  to  give  an  Idea  of  Can- 
cers in  the  Breaft  from  an  external  Caufe  ; 
and  this  I  fhall  do  without  concerning   my 
felf  with  the  Opinion  of  the  Ancients;  for 

fince. 
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fince  we  have  been  fo  happy  as  to  live  in  an 
Age  which  will  be  remarkable  for  the  many 
furprifing  Difcoveries  which  have  been  made 
in  Anatomy:  We  mould  be  reckoned  unwor- 
thy the  Advantages  we  enjoy,  if  we  did  not 
Pcudy  to  apply  them  to  the  Benefit  of  Man- 
kind in  general.  The  more  inquisitive'  and 
learned  Part  of  the  World,  are  at  this  time 
very  well  allured  that  the  Animal  Body  is  an 
exquiiitely  framed  Machine,  and  that  it's 
Compofare  is  little  elfe  than  a  Compages  of 
branching  and  winding  Canals,  which  are 
kept  to  a  moderate  Degree  of  Extention, 
by  Fluids  of  different  Natures ;  and  that  the 
Motions  of  thefewere  firft  determined  by  the 
divine  Architect:  Thus  in  a  natural  State, 
the  whole  Fabric  kh  governed  by  certain  Laws 
imprefled  on  the  Fluids ;  and  we  often  find 
the  unhappy  Confequences  of  the  Difcom- 
pofure  of  a  Part,  to  difcover  themfelves  firlt 
by  an  Interruption  of  the  Motion  of  the  ani- 
mal Juices.  Thus  in  a'  Cancer  of  the  Breafl: 
which  proceeds  from  a  Blow  or  Bruife  (as 
upon  ftrict  Enquiry  we  have  found  they  moft 
commonly  do)  is  it  not  probable  that  by  fuch 
means  a  Confufion  of  the  true  Order  of  the 
little  Glandulous  Grains  and  their  excretory 
Ducts  may  happen  ?  and  at  the  fame  time  an 
extravafated  Lymph  a  may  lodge  in  fuch  a  fpun- 
gy  Texture,  which  in  time  becoming  vifcid, 
v/iil  coalefce  with  the  Glandular  Subftance, 

and 
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and  form  a  Mafs  confiderably  compact  ?  Now 
this  being  fo,  it  is  reafonable  to  believe  that  as  the 
Lymphatic  Juice  continues  its  Motion  till  it 
arrives  at  the  indurated  Part,  its  ParTage  muft 
beembarrafTed  there ;  upon  which,  it  will  foon 
be  qualified  for  an  Union  with  the  remaining 
Part,  of  the    glandulous    Subftance   of  the 
Breaft  5  and  fo  the  whole  be  perfectly  changed 
from  what  it  was  before.     This  Hypothecs 
is  in  a  great  Meafure    grounded  on  •  Expe- 
riments 5  for  if  we  exprefs  a  Juice  from  ibme 
of  the  Cancerous  Ma/s,    and  hold  fome  of  it 
in  a  Spoon  over  a  Fire,   there  immediately 
ilys  off  a  fmall  Vapour,  and  the  Remainder 
hardens  not  unlike  the  white  of  an  Egg  boiled; 
this  mows  it  to  have  the  Properties  of  the 
Lympha ;    for  the  Chymical  Analyfis  of  that 
Liquor  affures  us  it  is  a  Compofition  of  a  great 
deal  of  fixt  Sulphur,    a  little  Volatile  y    fome 
Phlegm,  and  much  Volatile  Alkalie ;  to  which 
fome  add  a  little  Earth  :Now  while  the  Vo- 
latile Alkalie  ktz^s  the  Sulphur  diffolved,  the 
Lympha  remains  in  a  State  of  Fluidity  5  but 
when,  by  making  the  fame  Experiment,  the 
Volatile  Alkalie  is  evaporated,    the  Remain- 
der hardens,    and  forms  a  pretty  compact, 
whitifh  Subftance.      From  hence   the  judi- 
cious SURGEON    may  eafily  deduce 
the  Reafon  why  thefe  Sort  of  Tumours  can 
never  be  brought  to  Suppuration.  We  (hall  not 
be  fo  particular  as  to  mention  thofe   Ca?icers 
C  which 
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which  proceed  from  internal  Caufes,  nor  fe- 
veral  other  things  which  relate  to  the  former; 
for  what   we    have  here  faid,  we  look  upon 
to  be  commonly  the  Method  of  the  Forma- 
tion of  them;  and  as  fuch,  we  did  endeavour 
to  calculate  Remedies  that  mould  peculiarly 
operate  on  the  Mafs,    fo  as  to  dif-unite  the 
firm  Cohsfion  of  its  Parts,  and  difpofe  them 
to  feparate  and    come  away,    without  any 
great  Inconvenience  to  the  Patient;  which  is 
what  we  would  recommend  with  all  the  Ear- 
neitnefs  imaginable  to  thofe  that  are  defirous 
of  difcovering  a  Method  of  curing  Cancers. 
We  were  before   fenfibie  that  it  was  poffible 
for  one  Body  to  operate  on  another  determi- 
nate Body,    without  being  able  to  have  any 
fuch  Effect  on  innumerable  Others ;  as  £>uick- 
fifoer  will  defolve  Gold,    Aqua-fortis  Iron, 
Vinegar  the  Shell   of  an  Egg,    Oyl  common 
Sulphur,  &c.  which  will  not  have  any  fuch  Ef- 
fect on  feveral  other  Bodies ;  for  there  is  no- 
thing more  certain  than  that  the  Operations 
of  DiiTol vents  are  fo  determined  by  the  various 
Texture  of  the  Bodies  on  which  they  are 
employed,   that  a  Liquor  that  is  capable  to 
corrode  a  more  hard  and  folid  Bodya  may  be 
unable  to  difunite  the  Parts  of  one  more  foft 
and  thin,  if  of  a  Texture  indifpofed  to  admit 
the  fmall  Parts  of  the  Menjlruum.  It  may  be 
expected  I  mould  fay  fomething  in  relation 
to  that  which  is  generally  looked  upon  to  be  the 

grand 
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grand  Caufe  of  the  Incurablenefs  of  Cancers, 
I  mean  the  acid  Humour  in  the  Blood.  But 
if  thofe  Gentlemen  who  are  fond  of  enter- 
taining this  Opinion,  do  but  confider  that 
Cancers  are  often  formed  in  a  perfect  State  of 
Health  -,  and  that  during  the  Time  the  Can- 
cerous  Subftance  diffolves,  and  comes  away 
according  to  our  Method,  the  Sides  will  run 
a  digefted  Matter,  and  heal  by  the  Appli- 
cation of  dry  Lint  only  j  they  will  be  of  my 
Opinion,  that  neither  the  Atrabile  of  the 
Ancients,  the  corrofive  Alkalious  Salt  of  the 
Chymifis,  nor  the  predominant  Acid  of  the 
Reft  of  the  Moderns,  are  capable  of  procu- 
ring thofe  Alterations  that  Cancers  are  fome- 
times  attended  with.  If  we  trace  the  Writ- 
ings of  our  PredecerTors  to  their  earliefl  Date, 
we  ihall  find  that  many  of  them  have  made 
Mention  of  the  Roots  of  the  Cancer,  which 
they  took  to  be  the  large  blew  Veins  that  are 
often  extended  on  its  Surface ;  and  the  entii£ 
Removal  of  thefe  they  thought  to  be  abib- 
lutely  necerTary,  or  the  Patient  could  not  be 
cured  :  But  I  believe  there  is  no  Body  at  this 
Time  that  confiders  the  Mechanifm  of  the 
Parts  in  fuch  a  Condition,  but  will  agree 
they  are  the  necerTary  Confequentsofit,  and  that 
their  Abfence,  or  Prefence  is  of  no  Impor- 
tance j  that  the  Cancer  is  fometimes  attended 
with  Adherents,  or  Appendices,  which  may 
very  well  refemble  Roots,  we  are  allured ; 
C  2  but 
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but  thefe  generally  lay  deep,    and  not  eafily 
difcovered ;  the  moft  confiderable  One  that 
ever  we  faw  was  very  near  Five  Inches  long, 
and  of  an  unequal  Bignefs,    forne  Part  of  it 
did  not  exceed  the  Largenefs  of  a  Goofes 
Quill,    but  fome  others  were  near  as  big  as 
the  Top  of  the  Thumb,  which  refembled  fo 
many  Knots  in  it,  it  divided  in  the  Middle, 
and  continued  Separated  about  an  Inch  and  a 
Half,    and  then  re-united,    it  was  of  a  more 
tender  Subftance  than  the  Body  of  the  Cance- 
rous Mafs]  but  of  the  fame  Colour,  and  was 
probably  the  Juice  that  was  laft  applied  to 
the  Cancer,  which  affumed  a  Form  agreeable 
to  the  Cavities  it  lodged  it  felf  in.  Such  Ad- 
herents as  thefe  are,    I  am  more  inclined  to 
believe,    are   the  Caufe  of  the  unfuccefsful 
Attempts  *on  Cancers,    than  any  Acid  in  the 
Blood  ;    for  I  am  of  opinion  there  are  few 
Perfons  unacquainted  with   Medicines  that 
are  capable  of  correcting  its  Acidity  when  it 
happens ;    and  had  the  Cure  of  Cancers  de- 
pended on  that,    I  am  pofitive  they  would 
not  at  this  Time  have  had  fuch  ill  Character, 
We  have  before    mewed  that  Cancers  have 
generally  their  Rife  from  a  Blow  or  Bruife, 
and  that  when   the  Body  is  in  an  healthful 
Condition,  and  the  Blood  and  Lympha  tem- 
perate Mid  fweet:  Now  if  there  always  is  an 
'Acidity  of  the  Blood  when  Perfons  are  afflic- 
fed  with  Cancer sy    the  Cancers  mufl   fome- 

times 
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times  caufe  it,  and  not  the  Acid  in  the  Blood 
the  Cancers ,  as  is  the  Opinion  of  moil  of  the 
Moderns.  What  has  been  hitherto  faid,  is 
Sufficient  to  prove  that  if  Men  will  be  always 
fo  fluggifh  as  to  acquiefce  in  the  Dictates  and 
Dogmatical  Pofitions  of  their  Predeceflbrs, 
and  not  exert  their  Faculties  in  endeavouring 
to  undeceive  themfeves  5  we  muft  no  longer 
-expect  our  Art  will  receive  any  Advance- 
ments, but  as  Slaves  to  their  Opinions  con- 
A^nt  our  felves  with  what  we  know  already. 
Were  not  Parifani,  Riolan  the  Son,  and 
Plempius,  fo  much  in  the  Intereft  of  the  An- 
cients, that  when  our  Country-man,  the  af- 
fiduous  Harvey ,  had  difcovered  the  Circulation 
of  the  Blood,  they  not  only  oppofed  his 
plain  Demonstrations,  but  engaged  in  vigo- 
rous Difputes  againfl  him,  tho'  at  the  laft  they 
were  obliged  Shamefully  to  recant  their  Fol- 
lies. Celfus  tells  us,  Vix  ulla  perpetua  Pnz- 
cepta  Ars  Medicinaiis  recipit;  fcarce  any 
of  the  Precepts  of  the  Medicinal  Art  are  per- 
petual. And  Shall  we  engage  then  in  the 
Lift  with  a  few  opinionative  Men,  that  ground 
their  Courfe  of  Practice  on  thofe  Methods 
only,  in  which  they  have  been  brought  up, 
and  implicitly  alfent  to  the  Conjectures  of 
others.*  No  certainly,  this  would  be  to  Stran- 
gle Truth,  and  extinguish  the  Vigour  of  our 
Wits  with  precarious  Authorities.  Confonant 
to  this,   Dr  Paxtoni    in  his  lately  publifhed 

,#  T.reatife, 
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Treatife,  tells  us,  Thus  Men,  out  of  a  trifling 
Diftruji  of  their  own  Parts,  will  not  ufe 
them  ;  or  out  of  Lazinefs  of  Temper,  will  not 
employ  them,  chufing  rather  to  be  wife  or  learned, 
by  being  adorned  with  Others  Whimfies,  than  un- 
dergo any  Labour,  Fatigue,  or  Trouble  of  be- 
ing really  fo.  I  believe  there  are  fome  Men 
that  would  rather  contradict  their  Senfes  than 
deny  the  Authority  of  a  darling  Opinion: 
Of  this,  we  have  a  fufficient  Proof  in  an 
Inftance,  related  by  an  Italian  Author  be- 
fore-mentioned. He  tells  us,  That  a  certain 
Publick  Reader  long  Time  verfed  and  grown 
Old  in  the  Books  of  Ariftotle  being  o?ie  Day 
prefent  at  a  Dijjeclion,  and  clearly  feeing  that 
the  Vena  Cava  takes  its  Rife  jrom  the  Liver, 
confefjed  with  Ajlonifdment  what  his  Senfes  dif- 
covered  to  him,  but  that  he  ought  not  therefore, 
by  crediting  his  Senfes,  to  contradict  his  Maf- 
ter,  who  conftantly  affirms  all  the  Veins  in 
Mans  Body  to  have  their  Original  from  the 
Heart ;  becaufe,  faid  he,  it  is  much  more  eafy 
for  our  Senfes  to  be  fometimes  deceived,  than 
the  Great  and  Sovereign  Ariftotle.  I  here 
ferioufly  confefs,  I  have  as  much  Veneration 
for  Antiquity  as  any  Perfon  whatfoever  j  but 
it  would  be  ridiculous,  if,  as  One  fays,  we 
ihould  fo  far  forego  our  own  Judgments 
as  always  to  follow  the  Foot-fteps  of  Others, 
and  to  be  certain  of  nothing  oar  felves :  For 
this  would  be  to  fee  with  others  Eyes,  to  hear 
*  with 
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with  others  Ears,    and  to  underftand   with 
other  Men's  Intellects  ;  fo  that  whenever  we 
make    Quotations    from  the    Ancients    to 
ftrengthen  our  Opinions,    we  ought  to  do  it 
judicioufly,  and  fully  coniider,  whether  their 
Notions   of  Things  are  confonant  to  the  Ex- 
perience of  thefe  Times.     To  prove  to  you, 
Sir,  that  I  have  not  proceeded  to  apply  my  . 
felf  to  the  Cure  of  fo  formidahle  a  Difeafe, 
without  a  Precedent,    I  {hall  inflance  to  you 
that  Fufchius,  a  learned  Italian  Surgeon,  had 
fuch  a  wonderful  Reputation  for  it  formerly, 
that  fome  Authors  fay  he  was  diftinguimed 
by  a  particular  Title,    which  difcovered  his 
Succefs.     His  Method  I  have  made  ufe  of, 
and  tho'  by  paffing  thro'  feveral  Hands  (the 
Author  being  mentioned  by  few)  it  has  been 
ftampt  with  wonderful  Encomiums,    I  have 
not  hitherto    found    it  deferves  it,    notwith- 
ftanding    I  did  not  omit  the  moft  minute 
Circumftance  in  preparing  the  Medicine,  or 
profecuting  the  Directions  5    but  in  its  proper 
Place,  I  mail  take  particular  Notice  of  this, 
and  feveral  other  Remedies,    that  have  been 
recommended  by  fome  Authors,    as  fubftan* 
tial  and  extremely   ufeful  5  for  if  in  One  or 
Two  Inftances  they  have  been  crowned  with 
Succefs,  by  Degrees  they  are  handed  down  as 
infallible  in  all  Difeafes  of  the  like   Form. 
To  the  former   Account  I  may   add,  that 
Monfieur  Afoot,  Phy/tcian  to  the  Duke  of 
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Lorrain,  has  applied  himfelf  to  the  Cure  of 
this  Difeafe  very  fuccefsfully,  as  a  Schedule 
he  published  at  Paris  fome  Years  ago  informs 
us  j  we  are  likewife  arTured  by  Mr  Boyle 
that  Dr  Haberfield^  one  of  the  Principal 
Phyjlcians  of  Bohemia^  has  had  extraordinary 
Succefs  in  the  Cure  of  Cancers ;  and  the  Sieur 
Gendron,  Dodtor  of  Phyjick  in  the  Universi- 
ty of  Montpelier,  has  done  extreamly  well 
on  that  Head ;  the  latter  of  thefe  Gentle- 
men I  cannot  mention,  without  making  an 
Apology  for  not  Publishing  our  Annotations 
on  his  Enquiries  relating  to  Cancers  which 
was  promifed  at  the  latter  End  of  our  Chi- 
rurgical  Remarks,  Printed  above  a  Year  ago- 
but  laffureyou,  Slry  I  was  more  inclined  for 
fome  Reafons  to  oifer  what  is  therein  con- 
tained, with  feveral  Obfervations  made  with 
the  greater!:  Exactnefs,  and  to  which,  per- 
haps I  may  have  an  Opporunity  of  making 
feveral  Additions,  in  a  particular  Treatife, 
fo  that  the  whole  may  confpire  to  finim  a 
compleat  Account  of  this  Difeafe.  I  had  at 
firft  a  Deiign  of  enlarging  considerably  on  this 
Subject  in  this  Letter  by  adding  various 
Things,  but  considering  they  might  better 
find  a  Place  in  what  I  juft  now  mentioned, 
and  that  you  did  not  defire  an  exacl:  Hiftory 
of  the  Difeafe,  I  refolved  to  omit  them.  I 
fhall  now  proceed  to  give  you  fome  Inftances 
of  the  Succefs  of  our  Method5  as  being  what 

you 


concerning  CANCERS.  ij 

you  are  moft  folicitous  of,  the  Cafes  I  mall 
relate  fhall  be  each  of  them  different  from 
the  other,  for  I  know  you  do  not  approve  of 
that  pompous  Method  of  fome  Perfons,  that 
enumerate  abundance  of  Inftances  of  Cures 
when  perhaps  there  is  no  great  Difference 
in  the  Cafes  or  the  Method  of  treating  them. 

The  moft  confiderable  Cafe  that  offered  it 
felf  during  our  firft  Enquiries  into  the  Na- 
ture of  Cancers,  was  that  of  a  Woman,  who 
about  Four  Years  before  received  a  Blow  on 
one  of  her  Breafts,  upon  which  it  began  to 
fwell,  grow  painful,  and  after  fome  time 
became  all  over  livid,  and  of  fo  prodigious  a 
Bignefs  and  Weight,  that  fhe  was  obliged 
to  keep  it  fufpended  by  a  Napkin  round  her 
Neck :  But  in  regard  our  Method  was  not 
put  in  Practice  till  by  other  Applications  it 
was  become  ulcerated,  we  mall  fpeak  of  it 
as  fuch.  The  Patient,  then,  at  this  time 
complained  of  a  very  violent  Pain,  which 
extended  it  felf  to  the  Back  and  Shoulder,  by 
the  Communication  of  the  Nerves  (for  thofe 
of  the  Breaft  come  from  the  fifth  Pair  of  the 
Spine,  and  from  a  Plexus  about  the  C/avi- 
ce/s.)  To  remedy  this,  me  had  taken  no 
fmall  Quantity  of  Hypnotic  Medicines,  which, 
without  Doubt,  deftroy  the  due  Texture  of 
the  Blood,  and  fo  become  prejudicial  to  the 
Patient,  and  difadvantagious  to  the  Surgeon 
that  propofes  a  Cure.  But  becaufe  Perfons 
D  generally 
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generally  find  fome  Releif  by  Opiates,    as 
they  retard   the  determined   Motion  of  the 
Blood,    ftraiten  the  Nerves,    and  check  the 
tumultuous  and  diforderly  Influx  of  the  Spi- 
rits; fo,  probably,  in  thefe  Cafes,   their  Ufe 
will  be  continued.      Befides  the  acute  Pain, 
the   Cancer   was    over-fpread  with  fungous 
Flefh,  its  lower  Part  extreamly  hard,    knot- 
ty, blackifh,    and  its  Bafis  feemed  inclinable 
to  fix ;    the  Matter   which  was  difcharged 
was  thin,    reddifh,    and  flank  abominably. 
This  was  the  Condition  of  this  poor  Woman, 
when  we  firft  applied  our  grand  DhTolvent  -, 
the  Pain  fhe  was  attended  with  the  firft  and 
fecond  Day  after  was  inconfiderable,    nor  did 
me  complain  of  more  afterwards,  than  would 
have  been  procured  by  the  moft  mild  and 
eafy  Remedy  the  Difpenfatory  affords.      In 
four  Days  Time  we  found  a  very  evident  Al- 
teration for  the  Better  j   for  the  Confidence 
of  the  Matter  was  changed,  and  the  Surface 
of  the   Cancerous   Mafs  became    fomewhat 
foft,    we  continued  the  Ufe  of   the   fame 
Medicine,  and  in    a   few  Days   more  fome 
part   of  the  Cancer    came  away   with  the 
dreffing.    In  fhort,  in  about  fix  Weeks  time, 
the  whole  Subftance  was  entirely  gone,  and 
nothing  remained  to  be  done  but  to  heal  the 
Ulcer,  which  was  effected  in  about  a  Fort- 
night.    During  the  time  fhe  was  under  Cure 
we  gave  her  a  proper  internal  Medicine,  not 

calculated 
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Calculated  to  deflroy  the  Acidity  of  the 
Blood,  but  to  difpofe  the  whole  Cancerous 
Mafs,  with  its  Appendices  to  come  away, 
which  might  otherwife,  as  the  Seeds  of  the 
Difeafe,  caufe  it  to  fpring  again  :  Thus  was 
this  Patient,  (after  fo  great  a  Fatigue  fhe 
had  undergone  before  me  came  to  me)  per- 
fectly cured,  and  has  continued  fo  to  this 
Time,  without  any  manner  of  Inconveni- 
ence as  me  lately  told  me,  it  being  a  long 
time  fince  me  has  been  well. 

A  Gentlewoman  near  fifty  Years  of  Age, 
by  fome  Accident  received  a  Blow  on  her 
left  Breaft,  which  in  a  few  Days  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a  confiderable  Tumour,  whereup- 
on {he  applyed  herfelf  to  a  Surgeofi,  who 
immediately  let  her  Blood,  ordered  her  to 
take  the  Lap.  Hibern.  in.Poffet-Drink,  and 
embrocated  the  Bread  with  01.  Succini: 
By  the  ufe  of  thefe  Means  the  Swelling  was 
much  abated,  a  fmall  Hardnefs  only  remain- 
ing, which  did  not  exceed  a  fmall  Wall- 
nut  in  Bignefs  ;  in  this  State,  with  very  little 
Pain,  (he  continued  above  a  Year  ;  but  being 
perfuaded  to  apply  an  Emp.  de  Ran.  am 
Mer.  to  it,  it  encreafed  very  apparently,  was 
extreamly  painful,  and  in  Seven  Months  time 
became  as  big  as  a  large  Egg :  After  this 
me  made  ufe  of  a  Woman  who  was  reputed 
Famous  for  thefe  Cafes  j  but  by  One  or 
Two  of  her  Applications  the  Tumour  became 
P  2  *  as 
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as  big  again  as  before  :  In  fhort  it  continued 
to  encreafe  gradually  from  that  time,  till  the 
whole  Breaft,  which  was  of  a  monftrous  Big- 
nefs,  and  which  was  judged  not  to  weigh  lefs 
than  Eight  Pound,  in  time  became  entirely 
Cancerous.  It  was  at  this  time  that  I  faw  it 
the  Skin  was  very  livid,  looking  fleek  and 
fhining,  and  feemed  ready  to  open,  as  be- 
ing fcarce  capable  of  longer  containing  fuch 
a  prodigious  hard  Mafs  as  laid  concealed  un- 
der it,  and  was  in  all  Probability  as  big  as 
the  Breads  of  the  AmmonianWomen,  of  which 
'Juvenal  thus  fpeaks,  In  Meroe,  crajjb  ma- 
jor em  Lifante  Mamillam.  She  had  been  with 
various  experienced  and  reputable  Surgeons, 
before,  among  which  was  One  not  long  ago 
deceafed,  who  was  juftly  looked  upon  as  an 
Ornament  of  his  ProfefTion  ;  but  not  one 
would  willingly  attempt  a  real  Cure  by  cut- 
ting it  off,  or  any  other  Way  :  They  only 
prefcribed  fome  palliating  Remedies  to  re- 
move the  Pain  and  prevent  its  Breaking. 
I  was  animated  by  my  former  SuccefTes, 
and  prevailed  with  my  felf  to  undertake  it, 
not  thinking  I  was  at  all  blameable  if  my 
Succefs  in  fo  extraordinary  an  Affair  contra- 
dicted the  Prognofticks  of  fo  many  worthy 
Gentlemen;  and  though  it  did,  I  mall  at 
all  times  think  my  felf  obliged  to  pay  a  De- 
ference to  them.  I  began  the  Cure  by  re- 
moving  the  Integuments    from  the   upper 

Part 
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Part  of  the  Cancerous  Subftance,  but  did  not 
wait  for  a  Separation  of  the  Slough  the  Ef- 
carotick  made  for  fear  of  being  incommoded 
in  my  Procedure  by  a  Fungns  ;  For  this 
Reafon  I  mixed  fome  of  our  DifTolvent  with 
a  digeftive  Ointment,  by  which  Means  I  had 
a  Part  of  the  Cancerous  Mafs  came  away  with 
it,  without  any  Trouble  to  my  Patient.  I 
continued  this  Method  of  Dreffing  feveral 
Days  longer,  with  very  little  Alteration ;  but 
upon  a  Complaint  of  a  Pain  between  the 
Shoulders,  I  was  obliged  to  change  my  Me- 
dicine, and  foment  the  Cancer  with  an  Infu- 
iion  of  fome  of  thofe  Herbs  that  contain 
many  Volatile  attenuating  and  active  Parti- 
cles. And  here  I  cannot  but  remark,  by  the 
by,  that  Applications  to  the  pained  Part 
would  have  been  of  no  Effect,  as  I  have 
many  times  obferved,  and  particularly  in  a 
Woman  which  had  a  Cancerated  Breaft,  that 
was  violently  afflicted  with  a  Pain  in  her  Arm 
on  the  fame  Side,  which  would  not  be  re- 
moved by  any  of  the  Applications  the  Per- 
fon  that  had  the  Care  of  her  made  ufe  of 
the  affected  Arm.  To  this  I  might  fubjoin 
a  very  pertinent  Cafe  from  Galen ;  but  I  fear 
I  fhall  digrefs  too  far.  The  Pain  of  my  Pa- 
tient's Back  being  removed,  I  proceeded  to 
apply  the  DifTolvent,  which  fo  foftened  the 
Superficies  of  the  Cancerous  Mafs  that  in 
Three  or  Four  Days  Time  I  couid  take  off 

above 
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above  a  Quarter  of  a  Pound  of  it  with  the 
Edge  or  Back  of  my  Incifion  Knife,  and  my 
Patient  not  fo  much  as  feel  me,  this  I  conti- 
nued to  accuftom  my  felf  to,  becaufe  it  would 
have  been  more  tedious  to  have  waited  for  the 
coming  away  of  the  Cancerous  Mafs  of  itfelf. 
Sometimes  I  varied  my  Applications  as  I  faw 
Occafion,  but,  as  my  Patient  conferTed,  I  fcarce 
put  her  to  any  more  Pain  during  the  Time  her 
Breall  was  diffolving  (abating  for  the  Pain  of 
her  Back)  than  there  is  in  the  dreffing  of  an 
IrTue.  The  prodigious  Bignefs  of  the  Cancerous 
Mafs  made  the  Cure  the  more  tedious,  for  it 
was  above  Three  Months  before  all  of  it  was 
entirely  diffolved  and  gone;  but  this  being  at 
length  furprifingly  and  very  happily  effected 
the  Cancerous  Ulcer  (the  lair.  Part  of  the  Can- 
cer that  came  away  left)  was  incarned  and 
cicatrized  by  an  Infufion  of  vulnerary  Herbs, 
to   which  was  added  a   fmall  Quantity  of 
Tincture  of  Myrrh :  Thus  was  this  Cure  en- 
tirely compleated  and  my  Succefs  in  it  con- 
firmed that  French  Proverb,    which  fays,  // 
is  better  to  be  condemned  to  die  by  the  DoBor, 
than  by  the  Judge.  I  did  not  make  ufe  of  that 
internal  Medicine  I  mentioned  in  the  former 
Cafe,   becaufe  here  1  found  no  preffing  Ne- 
ceility  for  the  Ufe  of  it,  but  fome  other  pro- 
per Phylick  was  taken  to  difpofe  the  Ulcer 
to  heal,  as  one  would  have  done  in  any  other 
Cafe.     Upon  the  whole  of  this  Cure,  I  can- 


concerning  CANCERS,  23. 

not  fay  whether  I  had  more  Trouble  with 
the  Cancer,  or  in  endeavouring  to  oblige  my 
Patient  to  a  ftrict  Obfervance  of  fome  of  the 
Non- Naturals  fhe  fo  often  erred  in.  There 
is  nothing  can  create  a  greater  Trouble  to 
the  Surgeon,  than  to  find -Patients  negligent 
of  their  Healths,  by  not  endeavouring  to 
prevent  or  regulate  Mifcarriages,  nor  taking 
fo  much  Care  of  themfelves,  as  they  expect 
the  Surgeon  mould  take  of  them.  The 
Rules  and  Directions  of  Phyficians  and  Sur- 
geons, given  to  their  Patients,  we  have  Rea- 
fon  to  believe  were  not  fo  often  violated  for- 
merly; for  in  fome  Places  they  obliged  them- 
felves very  ftrictly  to  the  Obfervance  of  them, 
and  fome  Hiftorians  give  us  an  Account  that 
Selucus  made  a  Law;  that  if  any  of  the  Epi- 
zephyrian  Locrians  drank  Wine,  contrarv  to 
the  Phyficians  Direction,  though  they  efcaped 
the  ill  Confequents  that  might  have  attended 
it,  Death  was  their  Punifhment,  becaufethey 
did  contrary  to  what  was  prefcribed  them. 

A  Woman  about  Thirty  Years  of  Age  had 
been  for  a  confiderable  Time  afflicted  with 
a.  hard  painful  Tumour  under  her  Tongue, 
for  the  Cure  of  which  fhe  had  applied  her 
felf  to  various  Perfons,  but  without  Succefs. 
When  I  faw  her  I  found  the  Swelling  to  be 
hard,  painful,  of  a  livid  Appearance,  and 
incommoded  her  fo  much  in  fpeaking,  that 
fhe  could,  not  pronounce  her  Words  articu- 
lately: 
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tately.  I  was  of  the  Opinion  of  fome  Gentle- 
men that  had  feen  it  before  me,  viz.  That 
it  was  undoubtedly  Cancerous,  and  as  fuch  I 
proceeded  to  cure  it  ;  but  I  met  with  more 
Difficulties  in  this  Cafe  than  I  at  fir  ft  expec- 
ted, for  after  I  thought  the  Cancerous  Sub- 
Jiance  had  been  entirely  diftblved,  and  I  had 
reduced  the  Ulcer  to  a  very  narrow  Compafs, 
it  began  to  fwell  again,  and  in  a  fhort  Time 
enlarged  it  felf  to  almoft  the  Bignefs  it  was 
at  ntft  :  This  put  me  upon  a  Neceffity  of 
making  anlncifion  into  the  Body  of  the  Tu- 
mour, that  I  might  commodioufly  come  at 
the  remaining  Part,  and  fo  difpofe  fome  lit- 
tle Doftels  of  Lint,  armed  with  our  DifTol- 
vent,  that  they  might  have  their  defired  Ef- 
fect, and  this  in  every  Refpedt  anfwered 
what  we  propofed  j  fo  that  we  proceeded 
immediately  to  incarn  the  Ulcer,  which  we 
did  by  a  Lotion  prepared  of  an  Infufion  of 
fome  vulnerary  Herbs,  and  Mel.  Rofar.  Thus 
was  this  Woman  perfectly  cured,  and  has 
continued  well  about  a  Yeaf. 

Becaufe  I  have  always  found  greater  Diffi- 
cuityin  treating  Cancers  of  the  Mouth  and  Lips 
than  thofe  of  the  Breaft,  I  will  here  relate 
an  Inftance  of  one  upon  the  lower  Lip  that 
proved  extreamly  troublefome.  It  fometimes 
happens  that  one,  or  more,  of  thofe  Glands 
which  are  fpread  on  the  In  fide  of  the  Cheeks 
and  Lips,  called  Buccaks  and  Labiates,    re~ 

ceive 
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cieve  fome  Damage  by  a  Bite  or  Blow ;  upon 
which  they  generally  tumefy  very  much,  be- 
come painful,  and  in  Procefs  of  Time  (if  pro- 
per Means  are  not  made  ufe  of)  may  become 
Cancerous.  Such  was  the  Cafe  of  a  Woman  a- 
bout  Thirty  Years  of  Age,  who  having  had 
a  Blow  on  her  lower  Lip,  neglected  it  till  it 
was  considerably  tumefied,  grew  very  painful, 
and  became  extreamly  troublefome  to  her. 
The  Circumference  of  the  Swelling  when 
I  faw  it,  which  was  many  Months  after  the 
Blow  was  received,  was  very  much  inflamed, 
and  a  fmall  Quantity  of  Icorous  Matter  dis- 
charged from  feveral  fmall  Puftules,  which 
over-fpread  it ;  the  Middle,  which  was  the 
Body  of  the  Cancer,  was  hard,  of  a  whitifh 
Colour,  and  moveable ;  it's  Sides  being  only 
connected  to  the  contiguous  Parts  by  fome 
fmall  Filaments  that  were  detached  from  it. 
The  fame  Thing  Doctor  Gendron  has  difco- 
vered  in  an  ulcerated  Cancer  on  the  Fore- 
head of  the  Servant  of  a  certain  Marquefs^ 
as  he  obferves  in  his  Third  Chapter  of  the 
Tract  we  have  before  mentioned.  I  began 
with  my  Patient  by  applying  cool  and  tem- 
perate Remedies,  till  the  Inflammation  was 
considerably  abated  5  after  this  I  applied  our 
DifTolvent,  which  operated  fo  mildly  that 
my  Patient  was  not  ienfible  of  near  fo  much 
Pain  as  before  me  was  apprehenlive  of:  In 
mort,  the  Body  of  the  Cancer  was  removed 
E  and 
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and  a  good  digefted  Matter  difcharged  from 
the  Sore.  Now  all  the  Difficulty  was  after 
what  Manner  we  fhould  proceed  to  difpofe 
the  little  Cancerous  Branches  in  the  Skin  to 
come  away,  but  this  we  effected  after  the 
following  Manner  j  the  Confident  of  the 
Medicine  we  before  applyed,  was  fuch  as  was 
no  Way  qualified  for  rooting  out  the  Cance- 
rous Filaments,  whereupon  we  were  obliged 
to  procure  it's  DiiTolution  in  a  proper  Men- 
ftruum,  though  it  required'  a  confiderable 
Time  to  do  it ;  by  this  means,  we  foon  found, 
that  what  before  was  ineffectual  was  now 
capable  of  effecting  what  we  defired.  This 
being  done,  the  Ulcer  was  incarned  by  a 
Sarcotick  Infufion  (for  I  never  ufe  Ointments 
in  thefe  Cafes)  and  cicatrized  by  the  common 
drying  Plaifters.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that 
the  Scar  ftill  continues  hollow  (it  having  been 
healed  near  Two  Years)  and  not  like  thofe 
that  are  the  Confequents  of  well  ordered 
fimple  Ulcers. 

The  following  Obfervation  contains  an 
Account  of  one  that  was  cured  of  an  inci- 
pient Cancer  in  her  Bread,  by  Internals.  I 
was  the  rather  inclined  tofet  down  the  whole 
Procefs  of  this  Cure,  becaufe  by  thefe,  or 
fuch  like  Medicines,  Perfons  under  the  fame 
Circumftances  may  perhaps  be  cured,  though 
by  fome  they  may  be  thought  incurable. 
The  Cafe  is  this  3   A  Gentlewoman,    Thirty 

Years 
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Years  of  Age,  of  a  thin  fpare  Habit  of  Body  > 
by  fome  Accident  received  a  Blow  uponOne 
ofherBreafts,  which  put  her  to  an  immediatc 
Pain,    and  that  very  acute  5    but  it  leffene^ 
upon  her  being  let  Blood,    and  the  Applica- 
tion of  a  difcutient  Plaifter:   However,  in  a 
few  Days,  fome  of  the  glandulous  Grains  of 
the  Breaft  became  indurated,  and  in  Procefs 
of  Time,    by  their  Increafe,    they  were  ren- 
dered painful.     At  this  Time  me  fought  out 
for  frefli  Advice,  and  continued  Two  Months 
under  the  Care  of  a  Perfon  fhe  was  recom- 
mended to  j  but  Things  not  fucceeding  ac- 
cording to  Expectation,    {he  became  a  Pati- 
ent to  Three  or  Four  more.      During  this 
Time  the  Lump   continued  to  encreafe  but 
ilowly,  and  at  the  Expiration  of  Six  Months 
it  appeared  to  be  a  very  hard  painful  Tumour 
in  the  Middle  of  the   Breaft,    but  no  bigger  ' 
than  a  Hen-Egg  j  whereupon  it  was  thought 
proper  to  commence  her  Method  of  Cure  by 
exhibiting  the  following  Pills,   fy  Pill.  "Tar- 
tar. Quercetan.  36.  Calomel  gr.  viii.  F.  Pill. 
N°*  5.   Thefe  were  likewife  continued  twice 
a  Week  during   the  whole  Cure ;    after  thls> 
was  ordered  the  following  Infuiion,    fy  ^in, 
Rhenan.   foil.   Milleped.    Jii.  OcuL  Cane,  gft 
Croci.    3'ii.     This  was  not  to  be  taken  alone, 
but  when  it  had  flood  Four  and  Twenty 
Hours,  three  or  four  Spoons- full  of  it  was  to 
be   mixed   with  a  Draught  of  the  enfuing 
E  2  Dietetick- 
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Dietetick-Drink,  and  taken  in  the  Morning, 
and  at  Four  of  the  Clock  in  the  Afternoon. 
¥?.  Rad.  SarfaparilL  jii.  Chinee  ^vi.  Fig. 
Saflafr.  %\.  Corn.  Cervi,  %\.  Sem.  Correand. 
3ft.  Sant>  Rub.  5'u.  Coq.  triaq.  Font.Con- 
giis  4  per  Horce  dimidium,  deinde  Jient  Clauj'e 
juper  Cineres  Calidos  per  Horas  xii ;  fioftea 
ebulliant  ad  terti<z  Partis  Confumptionem. 
By  the  Continuance  of  thefe  Means  about 
two  Months,  and  obferving  a  regular  Me- 
thod of  living,  the  Cure  of  this  Patient  was 
effected ;  though  by  forne  me  had  been  looked 
upon  as  incurable,  unlefs  {he  would  fubmit 
the  cutting  it  out,  which  is  not  often  attended 
with  Succefs. 

Perhaps,  Sir,  here  you  may  object,  that 
it  is  acting  difengenuoufly,  and  not  like  a 
Friend,  to  give  you  an  Account  of  thofe  Per- 
fons  only  where  I  have  fucceeded.  To  this 
I  anfwer,  that  excepting  one  Woman,  that 
was  emaciated  almofl  to  the  laft  Degree  by 
the  exceffive  Difcharge  of  a  fastid  Icorous 
Matter  frbm  her  Breaft,  and  an  Abfcefs  un- 
der her  Arm,  and  who  was  carried  off  by  a 
violent  Loofnefs,  J  never  had  a  Perfon  mif- 
carried  under  my  Care,  where  I  propofed  a 
Cure.  That  poor  Woman  I  fuffered  my 
felf  to  be  perfuaded  to  take  care  of,  having 
but  little  Profpect  of  effecting  it,  yet  my 
Endeavours  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  had  it 
been  in   our  Power  to  put  a   Stop   to   her 

Loofnefs^ 
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Loofnefs,    I   am   of  opinion  Ihe  might  have 
been  cured. 

What  has  been  hitherto  faid,  I  do  not 
queftion  but  is  fufficient  to  fatisfy  you,  that 
this  formidable  Difeaje  is  not  fo  rebellious, 
but  that  it  may  be  fometimes  conquered  by 
Art-  and  I. might  here  relate  a  Cafe  I  have 
at  this  prefent  Writing,  wherein  not  only  a 
Part  of  the  Cancer  was  fixed,  but  there  were 
hard  Cancerous  Knots  extended  to  the  Arm- 
pit -y  and  yet  this  feems  to  be  almoft  well ; 
the  Ulcer  that  remains,  and  which  heals 
daily,  not  being  much  broader  than  a  Crown 
Piece.  But  in  regard  the  Patient  is  not  en- 
tirely cured,  I  {hall  referve  this  Relation  untill 
another  Opportunity ,  though  I  will  embrace 
the  prefent  to  allure  you  that  I  am. 


SLR, 

1 

Tour  very  refpeclful  Brother , 
and  Humble  Servant, 

Wra-  Beckett.' 


Hat  ton-Gar  den, 
July  12,   17 II, 
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A  Solution  of  fome  Curious  Pro- 
blems concerning  Cancers. 

PROBLEM    I. 

Whether  the  Cancerous  Juice  is  Corrofive,   or 
not. 

WE  cannot  come  to  a  certain  Know- 
ledge of  the  Principles  of  the  Juice 
which  is  lodged  in  the  Cancerous  Subftance, 
although  it  enjoyed  the  very  fame  Properties, 
of  that  which  is  difcharged  from  an  ulcerated 
Cancer,  from  the  Account  which  Authors 
have  given  of  the  latter  ;  for  they  have  dif- 
fered very  much  in  determining  the  Nature 
of  the  Salts,  with  which  they  fuppofe  it 
abounds.  Hetmont;  Van  Home,  and  moft 
of  thofe  Gentlemen  that  were  Chymically 
inclined,  were  of  Opinion  they  belonged  to 
the  Alkaline  Family,  but  a  far  greater  Num- 
ber than  thofe,  have  thought  they  are  Acid. 
Riolan,  the  Father,  in  his  Chirur-  Vide  RIo_ 
gical  Works,  without  giving  his  lanus,  cap. 
Opinion  what  the  conftituent  Parts  li-s^-  2- 
of  the  purulent  Matter  are,  affirmed  it  to  be 
as  ftrong  as  Poifon,  and  that  no  Death  could 
be  devifed  too  cruel  for  fuch  a  One  as  fhould 
give  it  to  a  Man.  This  brings  to  my  Re- 
membrance   a  very   unhappy   Accident     a 

Gentleman 
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Gentleman  informed  me  of  that  befel 
Mr  Smith,  one  of  the  Surgeons  of  St  Thomas's 
Hofpital,  who  being  fo  curious  as  to  tafte 
the  Juice  of  a  cancerated  Breaft  presently 
after  it  was  extirpated,  found  himfelf  very 
ftrangely  affected  by  it,  in  a  very  fhort  Time  -, 
he  warned  his  Mouth  with  various  Things, 
but  nothing  could  free  him  from  that  pene- 
trating, malignant,  and  naufeous  Savour,  he 
was  continually  attended  with ;  in  fhort, 
he  became  confumptive,  and  in  a  few  Months 
died  a  Martyr  to  the  Art  of  Surgery.  I  con- 
fefs  when  I  received  this  Account  it  did  not  a 
little  furprize  me,  becaufe  I  had  feveral  times 
had  the  Curioiity  to  do  the  very  fame  Thing, 
at  the  Hofpital  where  that  unfortunate  Gen- 
man  made* the  Experiment.  I  never  found 
any  remarkable  Sharpnefs  in  it,  though  it 
was  always  at  c.^ded  with  a  very  unpleafant 
Savour.  I  proceeded  at  firil  very  cautiouily 
in  making  this.  Attempt ;  for  I  deluted  fome 
Drops  of  the  Juice  in  feveral  Spoons-full  of 
fair  Water,  till  at  length,  not  finding  any 
Inconvenience  from  it,  I  came  to  the  Juice 
it  felf.  We  cannot  imagine  the .  Death  of 
that  Gentleman  before-mentioned,  was  pro- 
cured by  the  Action  of  any  corrofive  Salts, 
whether  Acid  or  Alkaline  t  which  would  have 
caufed  a  Corrofion  of  the  Parts ,  but  that  it 
is  only  accountable  from  the  extraordinary 
Stench  and  Malignity  of  the  Matter,    which 

impreffing 
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imprefling  its  Virulency  on  the  Animal  Juices 
muft  undoubtedly  difturb  their  regular  Mo- 
tions, and  caufe  the  utmoft  Confufion  of  the 
whole  Oeconomy.  It  muft  certainly  be  a 
very  tragical  Scene,  to  obferve  how  Nature, 
by  fo  inconiiderale  Means,  confounds  and 
infults,  over  the  Animal  Syftem  j  but  ftill 
there  is  nothing  we  are  more  certain  of,  than 
that  her  Method  of  Procedure  is  always  con- 
fident to  the  Rules  me  acls  by.  Since  the 
writing  of  this,  looking  over  a  little  Tract: 
which  informs  us  of  the  Rarities  in  New- 
England,  I  met  with  a  Relation  which  dis- 
covers to  us  the  peculiar  and  odd  Quality  of 
the  Juice  of  a  cancerated  Breaft,  or  Wolf, 
as  our  Author  calls  it.  He  tells  us  that  an 
indulgent  Hufband,  by  fucking*his  Wife's 
fore  Breaft  to  draw  out  the  Poifon,  loft  all 
his  Teeth,  but  was  attended  by  no  other 
Inconvenience.  Now  this  does  not  prove  that 
fo  ftrange  an  Effect  mould  fucceed  the  fucking 
the  Ulcer,  becaufe  of  the  Corroiivenefs  of 
the  Matter  ;  for  had  it  been  fo,  fuch  tender 
Parts  as  the  Gums,  Lips,  and  Tongue, 
could  not  have  efcaped  fo  well  as  to  have  re- 
ceived no  Damage  by  it. 
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PROBLEM    II. 

Whether  Cancers  are  contagious,  or  not. 

I1  H  E  R  E  has  been  a  very  great  Difa- 
greement  in   the  Sentiments  of  oar 
\va   7     .  j      Predeceflbrs  as  to   this  Point : 

Vid.  Zacut.  de  » 

Prax.  Med.  ad-  but  Zacutas  JLu fit  anus  propoies 
mirand.  Lib.  i.  t0  pr0ve  it  by  Reafon  and  Ex- 
perience. His  Reafons  are,  Firfl, 
becaufe  in  an  ulcerated  Cancer  there  is  a  Ca- 
daverous Stench  and  Rottennefs,  which  in- 
fects the  Neighbouring  Parts  with  it's  Viru- 
lency.  Secondly,  Becaufe  a  Cancer  is  the 
fame  Dlfeafe  as  an  Elephantla/ls,  zndLeprc/y 
of  a  particular  Part.  To  this,.  Sennertus  in 
his  Pofthumous  Works  anfwers,  that  all  cor- 
rupted and  fstid  Subftances  are  not  conta- 
gious; for  in  a  Gangrene  and  Sphacellus, 
there  is  the  greateft  Corruption  and  offenlive 
Smell,  yet  we  do  not  'find  that  a  Perfon  is 
killed  by  it :  He  adds,  though  a  Cancer  has 
fome  Similitude  to  an  Elephantlajlsy  they  are 
different  Difeafes.  Lufitanus  deduces  his 
Experience  from  an  Observation  of  a  poor 
Woman,  that  having  an  ulcerated  Cancer  in 
her  Breaft,  and  lying  with  three  Children, 
they  were  affected  after  the  fame  Manner  by 
the  Contagion.  He  lays  that  Two  of  them 
died,  but  the  Third,  which  was  of  a  ftronger 
F  Confti- 
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Conftitution,  had  the  Cancer  cut 
off  by  a  Surgeon  and  was  cured.  VU  Sennert. 
Sennertus  is  of  Opinion  that  f^f™* 
thefe  Children  did  not  contract  Cap.  19. 
the  Difeafe  by  Contagion,  but 
that  it  was  by  Hereditary  Succeffion.  We 
like  wife  find  that  Cardan^  Lib.  de  Venen. 
Cap.  12.  is  of  Opinion  that  Cancers  are  not 
contagious.  However,  we  will  not  make 
any  particular  Enquiry  into  thefe  Authors 
Reafons,  when  they  fo  ftrenuoufly  maintain 
this  Point  $  but  only  relate  a  remarkable 
Hiftory,  which  will  prove  the  contrary,  if 
the  Cancerous  Matter  comes  to  an  immediate 
Contract  with  a  foft  and  glandulous  Part. 
The  Relation  I  had  (fome  time  ago)  from  a 
Gentleman  not  long  lince  deceafed,  who, 
out  of  a  pious  Difpofition,  had  devoted  him- 
fel-f  for  feveral  Years  laft  paft,  to  be  fervicea- 
ble  to  the  greateil  Objects  of  Charity.  He 
informed  me  that  a  Tradefman's  Wife  in 
Nottingham,  being  fo  unhappy  as  to  labour 
under  a  Cancer  in  one  of  her  Breafks,  her 
Hufband  was  of  Opinion  he  could  relieve  her 
by  fucking  it  j  accordingly  he  put  this  Me- 
thod in  Practice,  in  hopes  without  doubt  he 
could  effect  a  Cure,  by  drawing  the  Cance- 
rous Matter  out  of  the  Nipple;  he  continued 
his  Attempts  for  fome  Time,  but  found  it 
did  not  anfwer  his  Defign ;  for  though  a 
fmall  Quantity   of  Matter  was  difcharged 

this 
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this   way,    the   Difeafe  ftill  became   worfe, 
and    me  terminated    her    Life    foon    after. 
Two  Months  were  fcarce  expired  before  the 
Hufband  of  the  Deceafed  came  up  to  Lon- 
don,    upon   Account   of  a  fwelling  he  had 
arofe  on  the  Infide  of  the   upper  Jaw ;    he 
applied  himfelf  to  fome   ingenious  Surgeons 
for  Advice,    who  allured  him  he  muft  un- 
dergo the  drawing  of  feveral  Teeth  on  that 
Side  of  the  Jaw  which   was  afrecled,    and 
have  the  Swelling,  and  Part  of  the  Jaw- Bone 
(if  neceflary)  cut  away  3  he  went  away  very 
much  difatisfyed  with  fo  harm  a   Propofal, 
and  became  a  Patient  to  a  Perfon,    who  un- 
dertook to  cure  him  with  Gargeh,  and  iuch 
inconfiderable  Remedies;   however,    by  the 
Ufe  of  thefe  Things  he  was  of  Opinion  he 
became  much  better,  and  thought  he  mould 
be  cured.       Upon  this  he  retired   into  the 
Country  to    his  Bufinefs,   but  in  lefs  than  a 
Month's  Time  he  was  obliged  to  come  up  a- 
gain,    and  have  the  former  Method  put  in. 
Practice.     But  the  Event  was  according  to 
that  Expreffion  of  Galen,  Quibus 
item  funt  Cancri  in  capitate  Cor-    Vide  Gaien. 
ports,    aut  Palato,   jede   utero,  fi    cGmP  ubt.' 
Jecentur,  auturantur,  ulceracica-    Aph.  38. 
trice  induct  nort  pojfunt.     For  the 
Sore  could  never  be  brought  to  cicatrize,  but 
the  Cancer  continu'd  to  fpread,  till  it  had  ex- 
tended in  felf  over  moft  of  the  internal  Parts 

F  2  of 
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of  the  Mouth,  and  t*o  the  inner  Part  of  the 
Nofe  :  In  this  unhappy  Condition,  he  lived 
fome  time,  but  at  laft  became  fo  fright- 
ful an  Object,  and  the  Stench  that  continu- 
ally proceeded  from  the  Parts  was  fo  offen- 
five,  that  he  retired  himfelf  from  the  World, 
and  fini(hed  his  miferable  Life  in  a  Garret. 
Since  the  finifhing  the  Solution  to  the  fore- 
going Problem,  I  met  with  a  Surgeon  (a  Fo- 
reigner) who  giviig  me  an  Account  of  the 
prefent  State  of  the  Practice  of  Surgery  in 
the  Country  where  he  lived,  and  relating 
fome  conliderable  Cafes  which  had  happen- 
ed within  his  own  Knowledge,  in  anfwer 
to.  my  Defire,  among  other  things,  told  me, 
without  any -particular  Intimation  from  me, 
he  knew  a  very  odd  Accident,  which  hap- 
pened upon  a  Woman's  having  an  ulcerated 
Cancer  in  her  right  Bread,  which  was,  that 
me  being  poor,  for  want  of  other  Conve- 
niences, fufFered  two  Children  file  had  to  lie 
with  her  in  that  Condition  j  at  length  one 
of  them,  a  Girl  about  five  Years  old,  be- 
gan to  be  afflicted  with.a  fmall  painful  Tu- 
mour in  one  of  her  Breafts,  which  encreaf- 
ing  to  near  the  Bignefs  of  an  Egg,  became 
Livid,  and  entirely  Cancerous -3  the  Mother 
died  fome,  time  after,  and  the  Child  did  not 
long  ftirvive  her  3  but  the  other  Child  con- 
tinued well.  Several  Surgeons  gave  their 
Sentiments  of  this  Cafe  5  fome  thought  it 

to 
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to  be  an  Hereditary  Indifpofition  ;  but  con- 
fidenng  the  Mother  had  no  Appearance  of  a 
Cancer  before  or  at  ,the  Birth  of  the  Child, 
I  cannot  but  readily  embrace  the  Opinion  of 
thofe  Gentlemen,  that  were  inclined  to  be- 
lieve that  it  was  contracted  by  Contagion, 
feeing  the  Pofition  of  the  Child's  Body  was 
fuch  in  Bed,  that  that  Part  of  it  which  was 
affected  was  almoft  always  difpofed  to  rub 
againft  the  Dreffings  foaked  in  Matter,  (for 
I  underftand  the  Mother  took  but  very  little 
Care  to  change  them  often.)     Now  it  is  not 
at  all  probable,  that  the  malignant  Effluvia, 
which  continually  pafs  off  from  the  Cance- 
rous Ma/Sy  and  the   putrefied   Matter,  can 
difpofe  a  Perfon  at  any  little  Diftance  to  be 
affected  with  the  like  Difeaje,  for  then  the 
other  Child  would  have  became  a  Sufferer  ; 
but  it  may   happen  in  fome  extraordinary 
Cafes,  where  the    corrupted   Fluid  has  at- 
tained an  exalted  Pitch  of  Malignity,  to 
communicate  fome  of  its  more  active  Parti- 
cles to  the  Blood  and  Spirit  ;  and  fo  caufing 
a  very  great  Diforder  in  their  Motions  pro- 
duce a  violent  Fever,  and  Confufion  of  the 
whole  Oeconomy,  fo  as  to  occation  a  Per- 
fon's  Death.     But  fee  a  remarkable  Cafe  in 
Tulpius,    Lib.    4.  Obf.  8.     That  there  are 
feveral  cutaneous  Di/eafes  that  .may  be  pro- 
pagated by  Contagion,  if  a  Perfon  lies  with 
another,    is  by  all  allowed  of ;  and  that  the 

lying 
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lying  with  a  Perfon  that  has  a  Cancer  may  be 
attended  by  fuch  a  Difeafe,  from  the  Proofs 
we  have  brought,  I  fuppofe  will  be  agreed 
to  be  equally  as  certain.  But  this  cannot 
happen  unlefs  the,  matter  be  very  malig- 
nant, and  be  fuffered,  by  the  Negligence  of 
the  Patient,  to  come  to  an  immediate  Con- 
trad:,  with  a  Part  of  the  Body  of  the  other 
Perfon  j  for  then,  without  doubt,  it  may 
contaminate  the  Fluids,  and  incline  them  to 
affume  a  Vifcidity,  to  which  the  Effluvia 
will  immediately  adhere,  becaufe  they  are 
beft  qualifyed  for  a  Union  with  thofe  Sub- 
ilances  that  are  vifcous.  To  this  we  may 
add,  that  in  thofe  Perfons  that  are  nearly 
related,  the  Malignity  may  be  more  eafily 
communicable  becaufe  of  their  Analogy  to 
each  other  j  for  confonant  hereto,  Diemer- 
broeck  fays  in  his  Treatife  of  the  Plague,  that 
Kindred  more  eafily  receive  the  Infection  froni 
one  another.  But  fee  more  in 
.Vide  Djmer-     ^   Author's   excellent   Book 

broeck  de  PW7.  .  .  ...  >r     r 
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PROBLEM    III. 

Whether  if  the  extirpating  a  Cancerous 
Bread  happens  to  be  fuccefsful,  it  ought 
to  be  look'd  ufon  as  a  Confequence  of  Per- 
forming the  Operation  better  than  our  Pre- 
decejfors. 

BY  the  Account  we  receive  from  Au- 
thors we  cannot  be  pofitively  afTured, 
whether  there  was  any  particular  eftablifh- 
«d  Method  in  the  firft  Ages  of  this  Art, 
for  the  Performance  of  this  Operation  : 
This  we  are  only  affured  of  that  there  are 
fome  Circumftances  which 
relate  to  it,  that  have  been     Vide  j&ius 

1  tvt      •  r        1  n       Tctrab.   4.    ber.  4, 

taken  Notice  or ;  the  molt  Cap.  44. 
conliderable  of  which  is, 
that  the  actual  Cautery  was  to  be  applied 
immediately  after  the  Abfcifion  j  this  they 
advifed,  not  only  to  put  a  Stop  to  the  Flux 
of  Blood,  but  likewife  to  correct  the  ill 
Quality  of  it :  It  is  to  be obferved,  that  they 
ordered  always,  upon  fuch  anOccafion,  De- 
fensives to  be  applied  to  the  contiguous 
Parts,  to  prevent  their  being  inflamed  -y  bat 
for  as  much  as  they  were  fenfible  the  actual 
Cautery  would  procure  an  Efchar,  they  re- 
commended the  Ufe  of  Digeftives  to  feparate 
it;  after  which,,  they  propofed  to  heal  it  as 

-  2.  common 
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a  common  Ulcer.     The  very  next  Advance 
this  Operation  received,  that  we  have  met 
with,  was  by  that  Ac- 
curate Writer  Fr 'ana 'feus      Xide  ArcT'  ^  ^ 

.  .         1  v       j    i  ^-aP     3-    ^e     Lurana. 

Arceus^  who  obliged  the  Vulnerib. 
World  with  an  exact 
and  methodical  Account  of  the  whole  Me- 
thod of  Procedure  in  extirpating  a  Cancer  in 
the  Breafr.  ;  though  this  Author  would  only 
venture  on  thofe  that  were  not  Ulcerated, 
thofe  that  were  he  looked  upon  as  incurable. 
We  do  not  find  that  this  Method  was  recom- 
mended to  the  World  by  any  remarkable 
Hiflories  of  Cures  effected  by  it;  whether 
it  proceeded  from  the  Unfuccefsfulnefs  of  the 
Attempts,  or  its  Difufe,  we  cannot  deter- 
mine. Fabritius  Hildanus  likewife  made  a 
considerable  Step  towards  the  Encourag- 
ing the  Performing  this  Operation;  and  he 
allures  us,  he  has  more  than  once  done  it 
with  Succefs ;  he  did  not  only  influence  his 
Cotemporaries  to  revive  an  Operation,  that 
was,  perhaps,  almofl  grown  out  of  Date, 
by  the  Hiftories  of  fome  Cafes  he  recites; 
but  obliged  them  with  the  Figure  of  a  Pair 
of  Forceps,  which  in  this  Operation  are 
very  convenient  to  engage  the  Breaft,  and 
thereby  prevent  the  Pain  the  Patients  are 
fometimes  put  to,  by  piercing  the  Bread 
with  Needles  armed  with  Silk  to  fufpend  it. 
There  are   feveral  Ways  of  performing  the 
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Operation,  mentioned  by  later  Practitio- 
ners, but  at  this  Time  there  are  few  that  are 
willing  to  be  concerned  in  it.  A  very  con- 
fiderabie  Author  fpeaking  of  extirpating  a 
Cancerous  Br e aft,  advifes  us  to  take  care  we 
do  not  cut  the  Pectoral  Mufcle  in  theOoera- 
tion  :  But  we  have  feen  a  very  remarkable 
Cafe  of  this  Nature,  where  a  Part  of  that 
Mufcle  was  cut  away,  and  the  Cartilages  of 
the  two  of  the  Ribs  laid  bare,  and  the  Patient 
happened  to  be  cured.  Now  if  our  Prede- 
ceffors  had  fo  great  a  Refpect  to  the  avoid- 
ing the  wounding  of  this  Part,  as  to  make 
their  Inciiions  too  fuperficial,  their  Opera- 
tions muil  be  in  all  Probability  unfuccefs- 
ful ;  for  we  are  very  well  arTured  by  Expe- 
rience, that  their  actual  Cauteries  will  have 
no  good  Effect  here,  nor  will  they  confume 
the  remaining  Part  of  the  Cancerous  Mafs. 
We  have  elfewhere  mewed,  that  this  Sub- 
itance  upon  boiling  becomes  hard  and  fria- 
ble; and  we  will  here  take  the  Liberty  to 
give  our  Opinion  of  the  Ufe  of  Cauteries  in 
this  Cafe.  The  Cancerous  Subflance  we  R|ke 
to  be  nothing  more  than  a  Transformation 
of  the  (mall  glanduious  Bodies,  which  form 
the  Bread,  and  a  Lymphatick  Juice,  inti- 
mately incorporated  therewith,  into  a  hard, 
clcfe,  whitilh,  and  (by  common  Medi- 
cines) indiffolvable  Mafs.  In  fome  Cafes, 
perhaps,  it  may  receive  fome  Addition  from 
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fome  Juices,  which  may  diftil  from  the' 
contiguous  Fibres.  This  being  granted,' 
what  Benefit,  can  we  reasonably  imagine, 
will  enfue  on  this  painful  Method?  Will 
not  the  Fire,  by  caufing  the  more  Fluid 
Parts  of  the  Mafs  to  evaporate,  actually  dry 
up,  torrefy,  and  harden  it;  and  fo  difpofe 
it  for  difplaying  a  Train  of  mifchievous  Ef- 
fects, on  the  contiguous  Parts  ?  and  all  this 
without  any  very  apparent  Decreafe  of  it 
too :  Nay,  the  very  reducing  of  it  to  fuch 
a  Confidence,  which  very  much  refembles  a 
Piece  of  burnt  Horn,  is  fufricient  to  pro- 
cure a  perpetual  Pain,  feeing  Medicines  can 
hardly  foften  it,  fo  as  to  reduce  it  to  its  firft 
State. 

PROBLEM     IV. 

Whether  Salivation  will  Cure  a  Cancer. 

THE  extraordinary  Succefs  this  Method 
has  been  attended  with,  in  fome  Cafes 
of  the  gTeateit  Difficulty,  has  fo  far  recom- 
mended it  to  the  World,  that  it  is  at  this 
Time  become  of  fo  great  Repute,  that  there 
are  few  Perfons  but  what  will  willingly  em- 
brace it,  if  propofed  to  them,  provided  they 
have  found  former  Methods  prove  ineffec- 
tual.  We  once  knew  a  Perfon,  who  la- 
boured  under  an  ulcerated   Cancer  in  her 
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Breaft,  advifed  to  it,  and  who  had  certain- 
ly under- gone  it,  though  contrary  to  the 
Opinion  of  fome  Perfons  concerned,  if  in 
three  or  four  Days  time  (he  had  not  been 
reduced  to  fuch  a  weak  Condition,  that  it 
put  an  End  to  the  Controverfy.  That  a 
Salivation  has  cured  the  mod:  malign  and 
fpreading  Ulcers,  and  thofe  that  have  been 
of  feveral  Years  continuance,  notwithstand- 
ing their  Edges  have  been  high,  inverted  and 
affumed  the  Confiifence  of  a  callous  Body, 
we  have  found  by  feveral  Inftances  j  but 
that  it  mould  cure  a  Cancerous  Ulcer,  an 
Ulcer  which  is  chiefly  feated  in  a  transform- 
ed animal  Subftance,  and  which  has  no 
Correfpondence  with  the  contiguous  Parts, 
is  what  we  cannot  believe.  One  of  the 
principal  Effects  of  Mercury,  if  prudently 
given,  is,  that  it  attenuates  the  Juices,  clears 
the  Canals,  deftroys  the  ill  Quality  of  that 
Fluid  that  has  a  Hand  in  caufing  any  Ob- 
itruction,  and  renders  the  Juices  temperate 
and  fweet.  By  effecting  this,  it  is,  that  it 
Cures  fo  many  different  Difeafes,  which  per- 
haps have  not  fo  great  a  Diverfity  in  their 
Caufes,  but  have  different  Appearances, 
which  depend  upon  the  Variety  of  Parts, 
where  the  Cauie  operates.  From  hence  any 
One  may  judge,  that  a  Perfon  who  difcovers 
a  certain  Method  of  curing  Cancers  by  Me- 
dicines onlv,  will   find  that  it  will  not  con-' 
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lift  in  a  Secret  for  purifying  the  Juices, 
which  can  have  no  Effect  on  the  Cancerous 
Ma/s,  fo  as  to  procure  it's  Diffolution  ;  and 
without  a  Remedy  for  which  his  Method 
wiil  be  always  unfuccefsful.  Merc kit n,  in 
his  Treatife  de  Tramfus  Sanguinis,  page  35, 
telis  us  we  have  no  Reafon  to  believe  we 
may  have  Succefs  from  Transfulion  in  a 
Cancer,  nor  indeed  wrould  Injections  fucceed 
better;  though,  perhaps,  by  this  Means, 
it  is  poflible  fo  to  alter  the  Fluids,  that  Ul- 
cers, not  Cancerous,  may  be  cured  iii  a  fhort 
Time,  as  it  once  happened  to  a  certain  Per- 
fon,  who  being  under  Cure  for  an  inveterate 
Pox,  had  fome  Rojin  of  Scammony  infufed 
m  the  Effence  of  Guaiacum,  injected  into 
his  Veins,  which  vomited  him  excefhvely  ; 
but  his  Ulcers  were  healed  in  three  Day  a 
Time,  From  what  has  been  hitherto  faid, 
it  is  evident,  that  a  Salivation  can  never 
cure  a  confirmed  Cancer,  becaufe  it  is  not 
capable  of  procuring  a  Diffolution  of  that 
hard  Subftance,  which  is  the  real  Cancer  it 
felf.  The  Glands  we  have  obferved,  with 
the  extravafated  Lympha,  and  its  Vefiels, 
are  perfectly  changed  to  a  different  Subilance 
to  what  they  were  before,  all  which  make  a 
Ma/s  of  fuch  a  Nature,  that  it  will  be  im- 
ppipbie  to  procure  it's  Diffolution  by  any  in- 
ward Means.  If  the  Cancer  was  nothing 
more  than  a  Coagulation  of  the    Juices  in 
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the  Venels,  or  other  Canals,  or  Pipes,  the 
Cure  might  be  much  more  eafily  effected, 
but  as  the  Cancer  is  conjoined  with  fuch 
Circumstances  as  we  have  mentioned,  we 
may  affirm  the  Cure  will  be  altogether  im- 
pofiible  without  the  whole  Subftance  with 
it's  Appendices  or  Branches  (which  we  have 
found  they  often  have)  be  taken  away;  or 
a  perfect  DhTolution  of  all  of  it  be  procur- 
ed by  fome  external  Remedy,  which  is  ca- 
pable of  operating  on  it  after  fuch  a  peculiar 
Manner,  as  to  dirlolve  the  Cancerous  Sub- 
jlance,  without  having  any  fuch  Effect  on 
the  contiguous  Parts. 

PROBLEM     V. 

Whether  Cancers  are  Curable  by  Caujiicks, 

r"PHE  Difficulty  that  thofe  of  our  Pre- 
JL  deceffors  who  had  Courage  enough 
to  attempt  the  Cure  of  Cancers ,  muff  un- 
avoidably meet  with,  obliged  them  to  enter 
upon  feveral  Methods  of  Practice,  in  order  to 
be  capable  of  furmounting  it  5  and  there  have 
not  been  wanting  for  thefe  feveral  hundred 
Years  laff  paft,  fome  Gentlemen  in  the  Re- 
publick  of  Medicine  that  have  propofed  to 
conquer  this  Rebellious  Difea/e,  by  the  ufe 
of  fome  particular  Caufficks,  they  have  re- 
commended.    It   is  foreign  to  my  Defign, 
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to  give  an  Account  of  the  Compolition  of 
the  leveral  Remedies,  they  have  been  big 
with  the  Expectation  of  Succefs  from  -,  I 
mall  only  take  notice  of  one  or  two  not 
very  pompous  Preparations,  that  by  fome 
Perfons  I  know,  have  been  looked  upon  as 
extraordinary  as  any  that  have  been  trans- 
mitted to  us.  Guido,  who  I  think  I  may 
luftiy  fay  is  one  of  the  bell:  Authors  of  fo 
ancient  a  Date,  has  been  very  lavifh  of  his 
Encomiums  on  Arfnick,  and  after  him 
Tallopius,  Rpdericus  a  Cajlro,  Oflenius,  Pe- 
notns,  Faber,  Borellus,  and  others,  have  re- 
commended it  in  fome  particular  Prepa- 
rations. That  of  Fujchius,  who  is  (aid  io 
have  cored  abundance  of  Perfons  of  Cancers, 
m  England,  Germany,  and  Poland,  having 
had  the  moil  raid  in  it's  Commendation,  re- 
quired our  more  particular  Notice  ;  Hart- 
Man  calls  it  Pul  BenediBus,  which  whether 
it  deierves  that  Title,  we  will  leave  the  to 
Reader  to  judge,  after  we  have  faithfully  re- 
counted the  Effects  of  it.  Its  Preparation 
is  as  follows  :  fy.  Arfenici  albi~  §i  jubtilif- 
(ime  pulverifetur  per  dies  1 5  de  die  tertlo  in 
tertium  affundatur  Aq.  viicc,  lit  cocpertat 
fuherem,  poji  triduum  Aq.  vita  abjiciatur, 
ac  nova  affundatur,  ac  mifceantur.  Rad 
Draamouli  Major,  menfe  Julio  vel  Agu.  col- 
lect &  in  taleolas  fciffee  ac  in  loco  ventis  per- 
fiatili  exficcatce  Jii.  Fuliginis  Qarnini  fplendidt 
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§iii  redigantur  omnia  in  fubtilijjim  um  pul- 
<verem  fuper  lapidem  marmoreum,  &  ferve- 
tur  in  Vafe  bene  claufo  vitreo.  Ante  cmnum " 
"cero  ad  itfum  non  erit  it  a  commodus.  This 
Powder  I  applied  to  a  Cancerated  Breaft  of 
a  Woman,  under  thirty  Years  of  Age,  af- 
ter having  made  a  Sore  by  applying  one  of 
the  milder  Caufticks ;  the  firft  Night  it  was 
made  ufe  of,  it  caufed  a  great  deal  of  pain, 
and  the  next  Day,  the  Breaft  appeared  very 
much  tumefied  and  inflamed,  a  lmall  quan- 
tity of  Gleet,  having  difcharged  on  the 
Bolfter :  in  fhort  for  fifteen  Days  me  was 
not  free  from  pain,  fhe  had  a  Fever,  was  at- 
tended with  frequent  Vomitings,  Yaintings, 
and  feveral  other  Diforders.  I  could  afford 
her  but  very  little  Relief  by  Internals,  or 
the  moft  cool  and  temperate  Applications  to 
the  Breaft  ;  nor  was  it  in  my  Power  to  re- 
move the  drefiing,  it  adhered  fo  faff  to  the 
Sore.  There  was  a  Difcharge  of  a  blood  v 
ferous  Juice  for  twelve  Days  in  a  moderate 
quantity,  after  which  the  Matter  thickneci, 
and  it  began  to  fwell  fomewhat  offenfive, 
at  the  end  of  fifteen  Days  the  Drefiing 
dropped  oif3  and  with  it  came  away  about 
two  Ounces  of  the  cancerous  Majs.  The 
Reader  may  eafily  imagine  that  making  fo 
fmall  a  Progrefs  in  fuch  a  time,  and  that  at 
the  Expence  of  fo  much  Pain,  I  could  eafi- 
ly prevail  with  my   fclf  to  deftft  from  the 
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Undertaking,  for  the  fecond  Application 
would  have  been  attended  with  the  fame 
Jnconveniencies  as  the  fir  ft,  which  to  any 
Perfons  that  entertains  fuch  a  concern  for 
his  Patients  as  he  ought  to  do,  muft  be  very 
fatiguing  •  in  iliort,  afrer  this  I  made  ufe 
of  that  Remedy  I  had  elfe where  mention- 
ed, and  which  from  its  EffecT:  was  properly 
enough  called  a  DiJ/ohent,  with  this  by  the 
Bleitmg  of  God  the  Cancerous  Subftance  was 
confumed  in  about  three  Weeks,  and  a  per- 
fect Cure  compleated  in  not  many  Days 
after,  the  Patient  which  I  faw  lately  con- 
tinuing perfectly  well,  it  being  the  firft  Cafe 
that  ever  Providence  directed  me  to  the  ufe 
of  the  Remedy  in.  Hi  Idan  has  an  Ob- 
fervation  very  pertinent  to  what  we  have 
before  related  $  he  tells  us,  that  the  Powder 
fo  much  celebrated  by  Penotus,  and  which 
as  much  the  fame  with  that  juft  now  men- 
tioned, being  applyed  to  a  Cancer,  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  fuch  ill  Sypmtoms,  that  it  killed 
the  Patient  in  a  few  Days.  We  are  inform- 
ed in  the  communicated  Obfervations  of 
Riverius,  that  a  Foreigner  extirpated  a  Can- 
cer, that  had  began  to  Ulcerate  in  the  Breaft 
of  a  Woman  of  fifty  Years  of  Age,  by  the 
following  Application:  fy  Arfenici  31.  Salts 
JLrmoniaci%\\.  Sublimat.  crud.  %\i\\.  Aq;Fortts 
Ji.  Jbe/ewere.  to  he  diftilfd  to  Drynefs,  then 
an   equal  Weight   of    difiilTd  Vinegar  put 

thereto^ 


concerning  CANCERS.  49 

thereto,   which  was  to  be  dijiilled  again,  till 
the  remaining  Matter,  became  of  the  Corfi- 
jiance  of  a  Pafle.     The  Surgeon  bathed  the 
Cancer  with  hot  Wine,  and  rubbed    it  with 
Cloths   for   fome    time    to  irritate  it,  then 
he   fpread    fome  of  his   Compofition    on  a 
Bolfter  fix  times  lefs  than  the  humour,  and 
applied    it;     in    twenty  four  Hours    time, 
it  made  an  Efcar  as  large  as  the  Swelling,  (o 
that  it  wholly  confumed  the  Cancer  ;  after 
the  Separation  of  the  Efcar  he  incarned  the 
Ulcer  and  cicatrized  it.     It  is  very  obiervable, 
that  he  did  not  engage  in  this  painful  Pro- 
cefs,  without  immediately  caufing  a  Fever,, 
which  was  attended  v/ith  a  Vomiting,  Loof. 
nefs,  and  much  Provocation  of  Urine ;  which 
Symptoms  kited  two    or  three  Days,    for 
Nature   was  difordered  by    the  deftructive 
Quality  of  a  venemous  Remedy.     ParaceU 
Jus,    Faber,  and  fome  others,  make  mention 
of   Arfnical  Preparations,  that  procure  but 
little  Pain  in  their  Operation;  I  had  a  De- 
iign  of  making   a  Trial  of  fome  of  thefe 
Remedies,  had  I    not  in  my  Enquiries  met 
with  what   was   very   fatisfactory    to  me,, 
though  after   knowing  what  I  have  relaied, 
J  mould  have  always  cautioufly  avoided  the 
ufe  of  any  Remedy,  in  which  the  Arjnick 
bad  not   undergone  fuch  a  Preparation  as  I 
mould  have  approved  of,  becauie  I  am  af- 
fined it  may  procure  very  mifchievious  Symp- 
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toms,  though  in  Subftance,  it  do  not  fo 
much  as  touch  the  Skin,  witnefs  the  Amu- 
let $y  in  which  it  has  been  the  chief  Ingre- 
dient, and  of  which  there  have  been  fuch 
direful  Accidents  related  by  Crato,  Majfaria, 
and  Zacutus  Lucitanus.  I  do  not  think  it 
impoffible,  but  that  Arfnic'k  may  be  pre- 
pared after  fuch  a  manner  as  may,  by  the  ad- 
dition of  fome  convenient  Body,  or  depriv- 
ing it  of  its  noxious  Particles,  qualify  it  for 
■effecting  uncommon  things,  in  the  Cure  of 
this  Difeafe,  without  caufing  the  Surgeon  to 
repent  the  ufe  of  it.  I  remember  xhaxHeU 
mont  fomewhere  fays  one  may  eafily  enough 
corredt  feveral  forts  of  Poifons,  fo  that  they  . 
fhall  not  be  deprived  of  their  Force,  when 
we  deftroy  their  Virulency.  Many  Inftan- 
ces  of  this  Nature  we  meet  with  in  Mr 
J^oyle,  and  fome  others  •  but  that  which 
makes  moil  for  my  prefent  purpofe,  is, 
what  is  mentioned  by  the  laft  Honourable 
Gentleman,  of  a  very  ingenious  Man  he 
knew,  that  was  famous,  as  well*  for  his 
Writings,  as  for  a  Remedy  to  cure  ulcerated 
Cancers  in.Womens  Breafls,  without  any 
confiderable  Pain.  He  affured  our  Author 
that  his  Medicine  was  indolent,  and  mor- 
tified the  ulcerated  Parts  as  far  as  they  were 
corrupted,  without  difordering  the  Party, 
and  this  Remedy  it  feems  partly  by  the 
^enfeffion  of  the  Gentleman,  was  reafon- 
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ably  enough  fuppofed.  to  be  a  Dulcification 
of  Arfnick-y  one  would  think  that  the  men- 
tion of  this  very  Remedy,  with  Monfieur 
AUiot's,  and  that  recommended  in  the  pre- 
ceding Letter,  mould  be  fufficient  to  in- 
fluence the  inquifitive  of  our  Profeffion  to 
farther  Enquiries,  which  muft  be  certainly 
an  Undertaking,  worthy  the  nobleft  Spirits.. 
To  conclude,  we  cannot  fay,  but  there  are 
many  Cancers  that  may  be  cured  by  Cau- 
fticks,  but  the  Perfon  that  is  to  undergo  it, 
may  very  well  anfwer,  as  a  certain  Patient 
did,  who's  Thigh  was  to  be  cut  off,  Non 
eft  tanto  digna  dolor e  Salus.  The  Preferva- 
tion  of  Life  would  be  too  dear  bought  at  the 
Price  of  Jo  much  Pain.  This  puts  me  in 
Mind  of  what  is  related  of  Galienus  the 
Emperor,  who  it  feems  had  for  a  confider- 
able  time  been  very  grievioufly  afflicted  with 
a  Sciatica,  a  certain  Phyfician  undertaking 
to  cure  him,  performed  indeed  his  Promife, 
,but  neverthelefs  made  him  undergo  a  thou- 
f and  painful  Experiments;  whereupon,  the 
Emperor  one  Day  fent  for,  and  thus  {aid  to 
him,  Take  Fabatus  two  Thou  fa  nd  Sefterces^ 
bat  withal,  be  informed  I  give  them  not  for 
curing  my  Sciatica,  but  that  thou  mcfft  never 
cure  me  again. 
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Whether   Cancers   are   Curalle   by   internal 
Medicines. 

THOUGH  this  Problem  at  fir  ft  View 
may    feem    to  be   too  near  allied   to 
that  which  proves  the  JmporTibilky   of  cu- 
ring cancerous  Tumours,  whether  ulcerated 
or  not,  by    Salivation  -,  yet  in   regard   there 
are  fome  Perfons,   that  tell  us  the  Difeafe  is 
fuperable  by  'fome  internal  Remedies-,  which 
operate  after   a  quite    different  Manner,  .to 
thofe  generally  given  to  procure  a  Salivation, 
we  fhall  enquire  into  one  of  the  moil  con- 
fiderable    of    them,    related    by   a    Perfon 
whofe  Memory  we  have  a  very  great  Value 
for.     And  we  fhall  the  rather  take  Notice 
of  this  particular  Remedy,  becaufe  we  have 
eifewhere  fpoke  of    the  Succefs    of  it.     It 
were   no    very   difficult  Matter    for    me   to 
mention  feveral  internal  Medicines,  out  of 
our    Chirurgical    Writers,     more   efpecially 
thofe  that  have  been  Favourers   of  Chemi- 
ftry  j  but  I   mail    purpofely  decline  it,  be- 
caufe to  fpeak  freely,  I  fufped;  that  moft  of 
the  Remedies,  though  much  has  been    faid 
in  the     Praife,    have  not  been   fufficiently 
exami  ed  by  thole  that  recommended  them,, 
To  this  we  may  add,  that  had  the  Authors 
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of    them   confidered    the    vaft    Difference 
there  is   to  be  obfer.ved    in   Cancers,    they 
would  not  have  fo  fuddainly  and  pofitively 
determined,  that  their    Medicines  were   of 
ufe   in    thefe   Cafes   in  general  j  feeing  we 
mufl  have  regard  to  abfolutely  different  In- 
tentions, in  thofe  that  are  not  ulcerated,  and 
thole  that  are,  and  thofe   that  are   a .  hard 
Tumour,  and  thofe   that  are  flat,  and  like- 
wife  when  they  are  conjoined  with  Circum- 
ftances,   which  are  often  enough  to   be  met 
with.     The  Honourable  Mr  Boyle   in  his 
Ufefulnefs   of  experimental   Philofophy,    tells 
us,  that  he  was   informed  by  credible  Per- 
fons,  of    a  certain    EngliJJj  Woman  above 
fixty  Years  of  Age,  who  had  lain  long  in- 
difpofed  with  a  Cancer  in  her  Breaft,  in  an 
Hofpital  in  Zeeland,  and   was    by  Doctor 
Harberfeld,  with  one   fingle  inward  Reme- 
dy perfectly  cured  in  three  Weeks ;  the  Re- 
lation was   made  by   a  Doclor  of  Phyjick, 
who  was  an  Eye  Witnefs  of  the  Cure,    and 
another  Perfon  who  not  only  faw  the  Cure, 
but  knew   the  Woman   before,    and  out  of 
Charity,  carried  her  to  him  that  healed  her. 
Our  Author  was  informed,  that  the  Chemi- 
cal Liquor  the  Doctor  conllantly  made  ufe 
of,   does  in  the  Dofe  of  about  a  Spoonful  or 
two,  work  fuddainly  and  nimbly  enough  by 
Vomit,    but  hath  very  quickly   ended    it's 
Operation,  fo  that  within  an  Hour,    or  lefs; 
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after  the  Patient  has  taken  it,  he  is  com- 
monly well  again,  and  very  hungry.  He 
adds,  that  having  fome  of  the  Liquor  pre- 
ferred him,  he  found  the  Tafle  to  be  offen- 
iive  enough,  and  not  unlike  that  of  Vitriol, 
which  by  the  Tafte  and  erne  tick  Operation  T 
was  gueffed  to  be  it's  principal  Ingredient. 
The  Relators  allured  our  Author  they  had 
been  in  England,  as  well  as  elfewhere  partly 
Eye  Witnefies,  and  partly  Performers  of 
wonderful  Cures  by  the  help  of  it  alone, 
under  God,  in  -the  King's  Evil;  infomuch, 
that  an  eminent  Gentleman  of  this  Nation, 
hath  been  cured  by  it,  when  that  Diflemper 
had  brought  his  Arm  to  fuch  a  pafs,  that  the 
Surgeons  had  appointed  a  time  to  cut  it  off. 
Now,  who  is  there,  that  upon  reading  this 
Account  would  not  think  the  Doctor  a  very 
happy  Man,  that  was  Mafcer  of  fo  valuable 
a  Secret  5  but  alas  I  How  fatisfaclory  would 
it  be  to  the  World  if  the  hundredth  part  of 
the  Remedies  that  have  been  handed  down 
to  us,  had  a  Power  of  effecting  thofe  things 
that  are  afcribed  to  them,  without  being  at- 
tended with  any  ill  Confequences.  I  allure 
you.  Reader,  I  have  made  ufe  of  this  very 
Remedy,  for  fince  I  mentioned  it  as  the 
Doctor's  having  great  Saccefs  from  it  5  I 
met  with  the  true  Preparation  of  it,  as  it 
was  communicated  to  Sir  Kenelm  Digby  by 
Doctor  Haverveky  or  Haberfieid9   for  the 
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Cure  of  Cancers,    the  King's  Evil,  and  old 
Ulcers.     It  is  as  follows,     fy  Dantzick  Vit- 
riol, calcine  it  till  it  be  yellow,  then  grind  it 
with  Salt,    or  Salt  Petre,  the  ordinary  pro- 
portion with  this  Sublime  Mercury,  which  Sub- 
lime once  again  by  it  J'elf,  then  take  only  the 
Crijl  aline  part  of  it ;  of  this  take  |i,  grind  it 
to  a  Subtile  Powder  in  a  Glafs  Mortar  with 
a  Glafs  Pefile.     Put  this  into  a  Glafs  Bot- 
tle, and  pour  upon  it   a  Quart  of  Fountain 
Water,   flop  the   Bottle    clofe,    and    let  it 
ftand  thus  for  fome  Days,  making  it  often ; 
after  it   is  well  fettled  pour  off  the  clear, 
and  nitre  it ;  take  a  Spoonful  of  this  Liquor, 
which  put  into  a  Vial,  and  put  to  it  two 
Spoonfuls  of  fair    Water  ;    (hake  the   Vial 
well,    and  let  the   Patient  Drink  it  in  the 
Morning  Failing :  As  to  the  quicknefs  of 
its  Operation,    and  the  making    the  Patient 
Hungry,    I   found    it  at  firfl  to  agree  with 
what  Mr  Boyle  fays  of  it;   but  upon  giving 
it  three  or   four   times,    the  Patient  would 
afterward  complain  of  a  Languidnefs,  which 
was  uihered  in  by  a  Sicknefs  at  the  Stomach  j 
after   this,  they  would  be  attended  with  a 
Heat  or   Sorenefs  of  the  Throat,   immode- 
rate Thiril,  convulsive  Motions  of  the  Sto- 
mach, &c     Some  of  which  Inconvenien- 
cies  would    continue  for  many  Hours  to- 
gether.    It  v/as  upon  Account  of  the  Me- 
lancholy Refle&ions  of  bringing  the  Patients 

into 
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into  fuch  Drforder,  and  their  Unwillingnefs 
to  endure  fuch  Fatigues,  that    I  had  never 
Courage  enough  to  proceed  in  this  Method. 
I  cannot   but   fay,    upon   the   Alteration    I 
found  in  a  Patient  of  mine,  from  the  ufe  of 
fix  Dofes  of  this  Medicine,  that  it  may  as 
well   as  fome  other  churlim  Remedies,  cure 
ibme  flat  ulcerated  Cancers,  where  there  is  no 
Tumour  to  diffolve,  in  Perfons  that  are  ca- 
pable of  often   repeating  it,  which  I  think 
is  fufficient  to  put  us  upon  farther  Enquiries, 
that  we   may  be   able   to  accomplim  fa ch 
Undertakings  without   bringing    upon   the 
Patient  fuch  a  Train  of  mifchievous  Acci- 
dents. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

What  follows  is  taken  from  a  Manufcript 
which  at  this  time  1714-15,  belongs  to  one 
of  the  Family  of  the  Pains,  that  have  for  a 
long  time  pretended  to  cure  Cancers :  In  the 
Margin  is  this  Note,  (Ufed  by  my  Father ", 
and  Grandfather,  and  Brothers,  and  known 
as  a  thing  excellent  by  long  PraBice  in  our 
Family  of  the  Pains  :)  The  Book  was  lent 
me  by  my  Brother  Dobyns,  who  had  it  from 
one  of  the  Family,  a  Patient  of  his. 
The  Red  Caujiick. 

To  eat  all  Superfluous  Cancerous  and 
Schirrous  Matters  gathered  hard  in  the  Edges 
or   Sides  of  any  Ulcer  or  Cancer^  breeding 

upon 


concerning  CANCERS.  57 

upon  the  Mouth,  Face,  Nofe  or  Valva.  Take 
of  Bole  Armoniac  one  Ounce,  of  yellow3 
Arfnic  three  Ounces,  powder,  them  and 
fearfe  them  fine,  pare  an  Apple  or  two  and 
take  of  the  Pulp  and  put  fo  much  of  it 
to  the  Powder  (beating  of  it  together  in  a 
Mortar)  as  will  make  it  of  .the  ftiffnef  of 
Dough,  then  make  it  up  inio  round  Balls 
of  the  bignefs  of  a  Walnut,  dry  them  in 
a  Chamber- Window  till  'hey  be  hard  enough. 
When  you  ufe  thefe  Balls  {have  a  little  off 
from  them  into  your  Hand,  and  moiften the 
fame  with  a  little  Spittle,  and  rub  it  well 
about  the  hard  Foot  of  the  Noli  me  Tangere, 
and  all  over  the  Head  of  the  fame,  and  after 
that  you  have  gathered  him  up  into  the  Li- 
gature and  knit  him  hard  up  (for  it  feems 
they  ufed  a  Ligature  fmeared  with  the  Me- 
dicine) then  apply  your  Preparation  before- 
mentioned,  and  lay  fine  Holland  Raggs  dipt 
in  the  following  Red  Water,  all  over  the 
faid  Cauftic,  and  fo  let  it  lye  till  it  fill  off 
its  felf.  Note,  The  Quantity  of  Caufric 
laid  on,  ought  not  to  be  much,  and  yet 
fufficient  to  work  its  effect.  It  worker  h  with 
great  Pain  for  twelve  Hours  or  more,  and 
after  that  by  Fits,  like  the  Tooth -Ach ;  as  the 
Pain  worketh  off  it  caufes  great  Inflamma- 
tion and  Swelling  about  thole  Pares  ic  is  ap- 
plied to,'  but  this  does  not  continue  above 
four  or  five  Days ;  fo  meddle  not  with  it  till' 

I  the 
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the  Cauftick  comes  off.  Then  you  may  for 
three  or  four  Days  drefs  the  Inflammation 
with  Diachylon  Plaifter,  or  the  Red  Water 
warm. 

The  Red  Water  for  a  Cancer. 

Quench  unflacked  Lime  in  boiling  Wa- 
ter, which  let  ftand  fix  Hours,  the  clear 
Water  poured  off,  put  to  the  Fire  again ;  to 
a  Gallon  and  half  of  which,  put  Camphir 
36  Ahes  Succatrine  J6.  Common  Bole  §ii 
White  Copperas  or  Allum  Jii  all  powdered, 
which  boil  in  the  Liquor  a  little  while :  He 
fometimes  gave  a  Pill  made  of  Deflograted 
Red  Precipitate,  which  fometimes  made 
them  fpit  a  little, 

The  Muflagt  Plaifter  to  diflblve  Schirrous 
Knots  in  the  Breaft. 

Take  of  the  white  and  inward  Bark  of 
the  Witch-Hafel  half  a  Handful,  cut  it  fhort 
and  ftamp  it,  then  take  of  the  Roots  of 
Marfti  Mallows,  Holy-hock  Roots  two  or 
three  Roots,  clean  them  and  throw  away 
the  Pith,  ftamp  all  together,  then  take  of 
Fenugreek  and  Linfeed  of  each  two  Ounces 
powdered,  put  all  in  an  Earthen-pot,  then 
take  a  Pint  of  white  Wine  or  Water,  heat 
it  fcalding  hot,  put  it  to  the  Things  afore- 

faid, 
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faid,  cover  it  clofe,  ftirring  it  every  Day  for 
nine  Days,  then  flrain  out  the  Mufilage  Li- 
quor with  which  you  make  the  following 
Plaifter.  Take  a  Pint  of  Salad  Oyl,  Cerus 
finely  powdered  8  Ounces,  boil  them  to- 
gether, conftantly  ftirring  them,  a  fufficient 
time,  which  you  may  know  by  its  coming 
clear  off  a  Pewter  Dim  when  dropt  on,  let 
it  cool  a  little  and  put  in  your  Mufilage, 
which  ftir  till  it  be  as  white  as  you  would 
have  it,  and  until  almoft  all  the  Mufilage 
be  boiled  away,  then  remove  it  from  the 
Fire  and  put  to  it  four  Ounces  of  yellow 
Wax,  probably  Galbanum  may  be  better, 
which  when  diflblved  and  the  Plaifter  cold, 
work  up  for  ufe.  This  Plaifter  is  fbmetimes 
ufed  with  equal  Parts  of  Galbanum, 
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OF 

Dr  JAMES  KEIL, 

Reprefented   by 

JOHN     RUSHWORTH. 

I  Should  not  have  been  induced  to  make 
thefe  Papers  publick,  barely  on  ac- 
count of  the  raih  Cenfures,  that  are  fre- 
quently caft  upon  the  Practice  of  Surgery, 
not  attended  with  Succefs ;  tho'  that  Confi- 
deration  alone,  in  the  Cafe  of  a  Perfon  of 
fuch  Value  and  Eminency  in  Phyfick,  as 
Dr  KEIL  is  known  to  have  been,  may 
be  thought  fufficient  to  have  moved  me  to 
it :  But  being  certainly  informed,  That 
feveral  Phyficians  and  Surgeons  have  before, 
and  fince  his  Death,  given  themfelves  the 
Liberty  to  reflect,  not  only  upon  me  for 
Ufing,  but  alfo  upon  the  Deceafed  for  fub- 
fnitting  to  the  Methods  that  were  taken  with 

him  ; 
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him ;  I  think  I  (hall  not  difcharge  my  Duty, 
either  to  my  Friend,  or  to  my  Self,  or  in- 
deed to  the  Profeffion,  if  I  do  not,  as  far  as 
I  am  able,  endeavour  to  fet  what  was  done 
in   a  True  Light. 

In  order  thereunto,  it  may  be  requifite  to 
look  back  to  the  Time  He  flrft  mentioned 
any  Diforder  in  his  Mouth  to  me,  which 
was  inAuguft  1716.  He  then  told  me,  He 
had  preceived  a  Fulnefs  in  his  Mouth  for 
very  many  Years  j  but  in  the  laft  Three  or 
Four  Years  it  was  much  encreafed,  and  by 
the  Bulk  began  to  be  troublefome  to  him, 
tho'  not  in  the  leaft  painful :  Upon  examin- 
ing it,  I  found  the  Tumour  not  only  large, 
but  alfo  to  fluctuate,  and  therefore  told  him, 
until  I  was  fatisfied  what  was  contained  in 
it,  I  could  not  come  to  a  Refolution,  as  to 
the  manner  of  treating  it  5  but,  if  he  pleaf- 
ed,  I  would  make  an  Incifion  into  it,  and 
then  would  tell  him  what  I  thought  was  fit 
to  be  done  ;  He  was  very  well  fatisfied, 
and  refolved  I  fhould   proceed  accordingly. 

Upon  Opening  it,  there  appeared  to  be 
nothing  contained  in  it,  but  Blood  j  not  in 
the  leaf!  altered  in  Colour,  Confiftence,  or 
Smell,  from  what  is  contained  in  the  Vef- 
fels.  The  Tumour  prefently  funk  very  much, 
and  I  dilated  the  Incifion  with  my  Probe- 
ScifTers,  and  preffed  in  fome  Dofjeh-,  and 
then  told  him,  it  was  a  flefhy  Tumour,  cal- 
led 
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led  a  Sarcoma,  and  that  the  Blood  contain- 
ed in  it  was  only  accidental  -3  and  that  the 
beft  way  of  extirpating  it  was  by  the  actual 
Cautery  5  but  I  let  him  know,  that  I  feared 
it  would  be  more  troublefome  to  him,  and 
take  longer  Time  to  cure,  than  he  feemed 
to  expect. 

We  prefently  fent  for  the  beft  Inftrument- 
Maker  the  Country  afforded,  and  gave  him 
Directions :   But  that  Night  :  talking  with 
him  of  his  Cafe,    I  dented  him  to  connder, 
Whether  it  might  not  be  thought  a  Slight, 
by   the  Learned  of  both  Profeffions,   if  I 
mould  Perform  the  Operation,  upon  a  Man 
of  his  Character,   without  a  Confultation  ; 
there  being  no  Reafon  (but  the  Lofs  of  his 
Time)  to  be  in  hafte.   At  firft  he  feemed  un- 
willing to   lofe  fo  much  Time,    yet  upon 
Confideration,    he  refolved  for  London   the 
next  Day,  where  feveral  Phyficians  and  Sur- 
geons were  confulted  ;     they  all  agreed,  it 
was   a  fimple  Sarcoma,  and  that  the  actual 
Cautery  was  the  propereft,    if  not   the  only 
means  of  curing  it.    This  Account  I  receiv- 
ed from  the  Doctor  by  Letter  ;  as  alfo,  that 
the  Surgeons,  upon  probing,  found  the  Bone 
bare,    and  from  the  ill  Smell  concluded  it 
was  foul  :  '<  Which,  faid  the  Doctor  it  was 
<c  impoflible  for  you  to  difcover  -,     becaufe 
"  after  I  left  Northampton,  Two  Dofels  of 
<*  the  firft  Drefling  dropt  out.   "  I  was  very 

glad 
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glad  to  hear  That,  for  thofe  D)ffeh  lodging 
fo  long,  in  that  warm  Part,  I  was  in  hopes 
might  be  the  Occafion  of  the  foetid  Smell ; 
which  the  Surgeons^  not  being  acquainted 
with,  mignt  fairly  be  induced  to  take  for 
that  of  a  ioul  Bone:  Which  I  mentioned 
to  the  Doctor  by  the  firft  return  of  the  Poft  ; 
and  alio,  that  I  was  farther' encouraged  in 
that  Hope,  by  confidering  that  the  Blood, 
that  was  diicharged  at  the  nMl  Opening, 
was  not  at  all  altered,  neither  was  any  Smell 
perceived,  until  after  the  lodging  of  thole 
Dopls. 

Whether  the  Doctor  ever  mentioned  this 
my  Opinion,  to  the  Surgeons  in  Town,- 1 
know  not ;  but  when  he  returned  to  me, 
to  have  the  Operation  performed,  he  feem- 
ed  d'fcou raged  by  the  Opinion  the  Surgeons 
gave  of  the  Bones  feting  foul.  But  I 
thought  I  might  make  bold  to  confirm  him, 
in  my  former  Opinion,  the  ill  Smell  ceafing 
without  the  Affiftance  of  Medicines.  The 
Confequence  proved  the  Affertion  :  For 
when,  by  feveral  Applications  of  the  Cau- 
teries, I  had  removed 'the  whole  Tumor, 
it  was  plain  to  me,  the  Bone  was  not  affec- 
ted ;  and  the  Part  healed  as  fmooth,  and 
with  as  much  Eafe,  and  in  as  fhort  a  Time> 
as  ever  I  met  any  thing  of  that  Nature, 
and  the  Doctor  continued  well,  without 
the  leaft  Diforder  or  Complaint^  a  Year' 
and  about  Eight  Months.  But 
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But  then  in  April  17 1 8.  He  mewed  me 
afmall  Ulcer,  near  that  Part  of  the  Mouth 
that  was  before  affected,  and  told  me,  He 
perceived  it  began  upon  eating  fome  hot 
Meat,  that  ftuck  to  it :  At  firfh  this  healed 
without  much  Trouble,  but  foon  excoria- 
ted again  3  and  then  I  could  not  again  per- 
fectly fkin  it :  For  as  foon  as  it  was  almofl 
healed,  it  would  begin  to  excoriate  a-frem 
at  the  Edges,  which  is  what  is  ufual  in 
Phagedanical  Ulcers.  And  tho'  I  could  di- 
geft  it,  and  keep  it  eafy,  yet  it  got  ground 
of  me,  and  fpread  towards  the  Teeth  ;  and, 
near  the  Root  of  One  of  the  Molar  es,  laid 
the  Bone  bare,  which  appeared  to  me  at  the 
firft  not  to  be  injured,  but  being  long  ex- 
pofed  became  foul.  It  not  exfoliating  in 
due  Time,  with  the  Tincture  that  is  com- 
monly ufed,  I  propofed  the  touching  of 
it  with  a  fmall  Cautery,  I  being  able  very 
eafily  to  come  at  it  without  making  ufe  of  a 
Cannula ;  which,  by  confining  the  Heat, 
very  much  injures  the  neighbouring  Parts  : 
The  good  Effect  of  which  Practice,  of  not 
making  ufe  of  a  Cannula,  where  you  can 
conveniently  omit  it,  I  had  good  Experience 
of  in  Doctor  KEIL's  former  Cafe  :  For 
tho'  he  had  feveral  Cannulas  made  in  hm- 
don,  by  the  bell  Hand,  yet  after  Twice 
ufing  of  them,  I  told  the  Doctor,  That  if  a 
Patient  could  be  trufted,  it  would  be  much 
K  more 
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more  eafy  to  him,  and  the  Surgeon  would 
fee  much  better  to  ufe  the  Cautery,  than 
when  obftrudted  by  a  Cannula.  Tiie  Doctor 
was  pleafed  with  the  Thought,  and  prerTed 
me,  at  the  next  making  ufe  of  the  Cautery, 
to  do  it  without  the  Cannula  :  The  Advan- 
tage he  had  by  it  was,  that  it  bore  four 
Burnings,  and  laid,  It  gave  him  not  the 
Pain,  or  Trouble  he  had  from  but  One  be- 
fore, and  that  the  Parts  were  much  lefs  Dif- 
ordered  by  it  afterwards.     But  to  return  : 

It  will. not  I  fuppofe  be  doubted,  but  that 
proper  internal  Means  were  all  along  made 
ufe  of :  But  the  Ulcer  ftill  appearing  to  me 
more  threatening,  his  Friends  prerTed  him, 
and  I  more  than  any,  that  he  would  go  a- 
gain  to  Town,  and  have  the  bell  Advice  it 
could  afford;  and  I  refolved  to  accompany 
Him,  in  the  Beginning  of  Augujl  1718. 
And  I  cannot  forbear  faying  I  was  fur- 
prized  ,  when,  upon  a  Confukation,  my 
Brothers,  Palmer  and  Brown,  made  light  of 
it;  and,  without  fo  much  as  hearing  what 
I  had  to  fay,  concluded,  That  it  was  chiefly 
owing  to  the  Bones  being  foul;  and  that 
by  drawing-  a  Tooth  or  Two  which  they 
faid  were  affected,  and  by  Purging  with 
Mercurius  dulcis,  all  would  be  well  ;  and 
fo  they  took  their  Leave.  Says  the  Doctor 
to  me,  f '  What  fay  you  to  this  ?"  I  anfwered 
him,  That  I  feared  they  would  find  them- 

felves 
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felves  again  midaken  as  to  the  Surgery 
Part  ;  and  that  as  to  the  Mercury,  though 
a  good  Medicine,  He  knew  he  had  taken 
it  already  feveral  Times,  without  any  con- 
fiderable  Advantage.  The  Doctor  fmiled 
and  faid,  "  But  lince  I  came  fo  far  for  Ad- 
<l  vice,  I  will  not  only  give  them  a  Tooth, 
"  but  alfo  try  again  what  Effect  Mercury 
"  may  have." 

Another  Meeting  was  ordered,  and  the 
Tooth-Drawer  to  be  there:  Upon  Drawing 
the  Tooth,  it  appeared  t.c  be  very  found. 
The  Firft  Dcfe  he  took  of  Mercury,  whe- 
ther by  Cold,  or  any  other  Accident,  I 
know  not,  very  much  disordered,  him.  I 
could  not  conveniently  be  abfent  any  longer, 
and  therefore  the  next  Day  returned  into 
the  Country,  and  do  not  know  how  many 
moreDofes  the  Doctor  then  took;  but  in  a 
few  Days  I  received  a  Letter  from  him,  in 
which  he  laid,  "  I  know  nothing  that  has 
"  fucceeded  right  with  me,  fince  I  came 
xc  here  :  You  know  what  State  you  left  me 
"  in,  and  I  was  a  great  deal  worfe  for  fome 
"  Days  afterwards;  though  I  hope  the 
<c  Mercury  has  had  no  ill  Effect,  yet  I  mould 
"  have  been  loath  to  have  been  fo  fwelled 
€t  in  thole  Parts,  as  I  have  been,  willingly. 
"  The  old  Ulcers  are  not  yet  healed,  they  tell 
*c  me  indeed,  there  is  no  Appearance  of  any 
*<  new  Ones,  and  that  the  mojl  effectual  Me- 
K  2  ^  thods, 
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"  thods,  which  have  been  taken  here,   will 
"  infallibly  prevent  every  thing,  &c." 

But  by  his  next,  which  I  foon  received, 
I  had    the  melancholy   News   from   him, 
That  the  Ulcer  was  broke  out  again  larger 
than  ever,  and  therefore  that  he  would  be 
down  with    me  in  a  Day  or  two,  and  he 
came  accordingly,  but  in  a  worfe  State  than 
ever  before.     And  though  it  again  digefted, 
and  did  as  before  near  heal,  yet  the  returns 
were  quicker,  and  upon  every  new  Erup- 
tion it  was  larger  and  worfe ;  and  fo  con- 
tinued to  be,  notwithstanding  all  the  good 
internal  Methods   continually  ufed   by  the 
concurring  Advice  of  Dr  Mead,   Dr  Friend, 
and    fever al    other    Eminent    Phyficians  ; 
which  no  doubt  was  owing  to  the  malignant 
Nature  of  it. 

And  therefore  in  the  Beginning  of  Fe- 
bruary laft,  I  could  no  longer  forbear  ex- 
prefiing  my  Fears  to  the  Doctor  that  it 
would  terminate  in  a  raging  Cancer.  He 
was  too  fenilble  of  it,  and  told  me,  f  c  That 
11  fince  I  thought  I  could  keep  it  within 
"  Bounds  no  longer,  He  was  refolved  to  try 
Sf  what  a  Salivation  would  do ;"  And  though 
I  could  fay  nothing  as  to  the  Advantage  he 
might  expect  from  it,  yet  I  frankly  owned 
to  him,  that  if  it  was  my  own  Cafe,  I 
mould  be  of  his  Opinion,  that  I  might 
make  bolder  with  my  felf,  than  with  any 

other 
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other  Patient  :  But  defired  by  all  means,  he 
would  firfr.  hear  if  his  Friends,  the  Pby- 
Jiciam  and  Surgeons  in  London,  had  yet  any 
other  Method  to  propofe,  or  elfe  would  ap- 
prove of  that.  He  wrote  to  them,  the 
Anfwer  was  long  in  coming,  which  made 
the  Doctor  exprefs  himfelf  to  me  with  more 
Warmth,  than  I  ever  knew  him  to  do  be- 
fore: (For  he  was  a  Man  of  the  greaten: 
Command  of  himfelf,  as  well  as  of  the 
fweeteft  Temper)  "  What,  fays  he,  is  not 
"  their  Silence  enough  ?  And  will  not  you, 
H  whom  I  take  for  my  Friend  (for  fear  of 
<c  lofing  your  Reputation)  affiit,  me  in  what 
"  I  defire  ? '  With  a  great  deal  more  to  af- 
fure  me  of  his  Confidence  in  mc,  and  of 
his  Opinion  of  my  Ability  to  take  Care  of 
him  in  the  Courfe.  I  am  not  fo  vain,  as  to 
mention  all  his  kind  ExprefTions,  yet  if  it 
be  defired,  by  any  of  his  Friends,  I  will 
give  them  the  Satisfaction  of  feeing  the  Let- 
ters I  had  from  him,  when  he  was  abfent 
from  me  in  London. 

At  this  Time  his  Brother,  Doctor  'John 
Keily  came  to  him  from  Oxford;  and,  as  I 
underftood  afterwards,  had  ktn  Dr  Friend 
there,  who  was  for  having  him  falivated  at 
London  :  But  the  Doctor  being  determined 
to  the  contrary,  did  not  at  that  Time  ac- 
quaint me  with  it,  but  began  his  Courfe, 
which  I  defired  might  be  in  the  mildeft 

Method, 
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Method,  by    fmall  Dofes  of  Calomel,  en- 
created   gradually,    which   Method  pleafed 
him  very  well :  But  Dr  Friend  (to  whom  Dr 
Jol n  Keil  conftantly  fent  an  Account  of  our 
Proceedings)  gave  it  as  the  Opinion  of  Mr 
Palmer  and  Mr  Brown,  that   it  mould  be 
done  by  Unction  :  I  gave  my  Reafon  to  the 
Patient  againfr,   it,  but  they   ffcill   preffed  it, 
notwithstanding   the   ill  Symptoms,   that  I 
thought,    at  that  Time,  forbad  it  j  which 
Symptoms  they  had   been  acquainted  with. 
They  frill  perfifting,  I  defired  the  Doftor 
would  give  me  leave   to  write  my  Opinion 
my  felf  to  Mr  Brown,  which  I  did  haftily 
in  the  following  manner. 

Good  Brother, 

/Have  feen  Dr  Friend's  Letter  to  Dr 
Keil  •  and  Dr  Friend  I  under/land  has 
been  fo  kind  as  to  confult  you,  and  feveral 
Others  in  the  Cafe ;  whofe  Judgments,  though 
J  have  ail  due  Regard  for,  yet  in  the  prefent 
Circumflances  (though  I  give  the  Preference 
to  Unction  in  fome  fiubborn  Cafes)  1  dare  not 
encourage  it  in  this :  For  my  'Reafon  at  firfi, 
for  beginning  fo  mildly,  was,  that  in  this 
uncommon  Cafey  we  might  by  degrees,  make 
fome  Judgment  of  the  EffeBs  of  Mercury, 
and  then  proceed  accordingly :  For  had  I  not 
been  prevented  by  the  Accidents  you  have,  by 
Dr  Friend^  been  acquainted  with,  I  fiould 

have 
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have  been  very  defirous  to  have  gone  at  leaf  to 
the  Heivhth  mentioned  by  Dr  Friend.      But 
fince  I  find,  by  encreafing  the  'Quantity  of 
the  Dole  to  a  Scruple  {oj  which  he  has  taken 
four)   it   has  not  affected  the  Glands  at  all, 
or  made  him  Spit  the  more ;  but  his  Stomach 
is  much  more  oppreffed  by  it,  with  vajl  Quan- 
tity of  Phlegm,  vifcous  to  a  degree  I  have  not 
met  with,  and  gives  him  more  than  common 
Diflurbance,  not  to  be  relieved  but  by  often 
Vomiting,   to   which  purpqje   the   Turpith, 
has  anfwered  very  well  for  the  prefent:  My 
great  Fear  is,  all  things  confiidered,  that  if  I 
jhould  proceed  to  Unction,  and  it  (Idould  pro- 
duce the  fame  Effedl,  that  it  will  be  too  many 
for  him.     if  my  Fears  are  too  great,  my 
more  than  common  Concern  and  Friend/hip  is 
fome  Excufe  for   me-,  as  alfb  I  defire  it  may 
be  to  You,  for  this  tedious  Account  fromy 
Sir, 

Yours,  &c. 
Feb.  2  2d,  17 18. 

J.  RUSHWORTH. 

I  not  receiving,  in  due  Time,  an  Anfwer 
to  this,  and  the  Patient  being  reduced  to  a 
great  Weaknefs,  and  to  fo  great  a  Diforder, 
that  he  could  not  bear  Talking  to,  I  writ 
thefe  few  Lines  for  him  to  confider  of. 

Dear 
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Dear  Sir, 

IS  your  Cafe  now  ftands,  1  muft  own  my 
felfa  Coward :  Though  Dr  Friend  is  much 
mifiaken  to  think  I  am  either  unacquaint- 
ed with,  or  fear  the  common  Accidents  that 
often  arife  in  Salivating :  But  that  irregular 
and  uncommon  EffeBs  are,  in  extraordinary 
Cafes,  produced  by  Mercury,  Hale'j  Cafe  is 
to  me  a  fufjicient  Precedent,  of  which  I  have 
formerly  told  you  the  Particulars  -,  and  though 
your  Friends  in  Town  took  no  Notice  of  the 
unufual  'Diforder  in  your  Stomach,  yet  I 
Jkould  think  myfelf  Inexcufable  if  I  jhould 
not.  And  if,  upon  ufmg  an  Unction,  any 
irregular  Ferments  fiould  again  arife,  weak 
as  you  now  are,  I  fhould  dread  the  Conf- 
luence. In  thefe  Circumftances,  I  think 
■it  mojl  prudent  for  me,  to  advi/e  you,  to  let 
what  is  already  taken,  go  fairly  off,  and 
if  you  find  it  ?tot  effectual,  you  may  with 
much  better  ProfpeB,  when  you  have  Strength, 
begin  de  Nova,  by  Unction,  and  have  an 
Opportunity  to  have  it  done  by  the  infallible 
Men. 

Upon  this  the  Doctor  no  longer,  at  pre- 
fent,  prefTed  me  to  life  the  TJnBion,  and  in 
a  few  Days,  the  Force  of  what  he  had 
taken  being  fomewhat  fpent,  he  began  to 
get  Strength,    and  the  very   great  Slough 

(which 
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(which  was  one  of  the  Accidents  mention- 
ed to  Dr  Friend)  not  only  caft  off,  but  alfo 
healed,  as  did  alfo  the  old  malignant  Ulcer  y 
and  all  the  Parts  of  the  Mouth  looked  very 
fmooth  and  well ;  and  the  Doctor  was 
very  chearful,  and  in  great  Hopes  of  gain- 
ing the  Point. 

At  this  Time,  it  being  eighteen  Days 
fince  I  wrote  to  Mr  Brown,  I  received  a 
Letter  from  him,  in  which  he  mentioned 
nothing  to  the  Purpofe,  This,  I  mud  con- 
fefs,  did  not  a  little  warm  me ;  and  I  the 
fame  Night  wrote  to  him  again,  but  never 
received  any  Anfvver :  Perhaps  he  thought 
mine  too  hot ;  if  fo,  if  he  defires  it,  both 
mine,  and  his  that  occafioned  it,  fhall  be 
produced. 

The  Doctor  feeing  what  had  been  done 
to  have  fo  good  Effect,  and  hoping  what 
was  before  advifed  by  Mr  Palmer  and 
Mr  Brown,  would  effectually  prevent  any 
return  of  his  Diforder,  refolved  to  ufe  a 
Mercurial  Unclion.  He  had  now  more 
Strength,  and  therefore  I  complied  with 
him ;  I  began  with  a  fmall  Quantity,  and 
encreafed  it  every  Time,  until  I  had  ufed 
even  a  larger  Quantity  than  had  been  pro- 
pofed  by  Dr  Friend:  But  it  not  in  .the  leaft 
affected  the  Glands,  or  made  him  to  fpit 
near  fo  much,  as  when  he  took  the  Calo- 
mel-,  neither  did  the  Unffion  or  Calomel 
L  produce 
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produce  the  Smell,  which  generally  attends 
Mercurial  Courfes ;  and  to  my  great  Sur- 
prize and  Concern,  whiiit  he  was  ufing  the 
TJnBion,  the  Ulcer  broke  out  again.  And 
by  this  we  were  difcouraged  from  proceed- 
ing any  farther  5  and  in  due  Time  the  Doc- 
tor endeavoured  to  Purge  this  off,  but  he 
had  always  fo  untoward  a  Con  ftitution,  that 
neither  now,  nor  at  any  Time  before,  could 
he  by  Purges  have  any  regular  Evacuation  5 
which  was,  no  doubt  in  his  Cafe,  very  In- 
jurious to  him. 

Now  I  perfectly  defponded :  But  a  Friend 
and  Kinfman  of  the  Doctor's,  a  Surgeon 
of  no  fmall  Reputation,  allured  him,  that 
he  had  known,  when  other  Methods  fail- 
ed, a  Mercurial  Fumigation  had  anfwered  : 
And  what  is  it  that  a  rational  Man  will  not 
try  to  prevent  the  excruciating  Pains  of  a 
Cancer  ?  When  the  Doctor  mentioned  this 
to  me,  I  confeffed  I  knew  nothing  of  that 
Practice,  and  always  had  an  ill  Opinion  of 
the  Fumes  of  Mercury :  And  he  alfo  owned 
to  me,  that  he  was  wholly  unacquainted  with 
it ;  butfatisfied  in  his  Friend,  and  therefore 
would  try  it :  He  began  the  Courfe  ac- 
cording to  his  Friend's  Directions  j  I  never 
pretended  to  order  any  thing  afterwards  ; 
but  however  ftill  frequently  vifi  ted  my  Good 
Friend,  though  with  an  aking  Heart.  The 
Fumigation  not  only  made  him  fpit,  whiifl: 

he 


The  Cafe  of  Dr  KEIL.  7g 

he  was  uiing  it,  but  alfo  for  fome  Hours 
afterwards;  and  the  Patient  continued  to 
ufe  it  for  feveral  Days,  but  without  any  good 
Effect  upon  the  Ulcer.  In  about  ten  Days 
after  he  had  left  off  the  Fumigation,  a  very 
hard  Tumour  began  to  arife,  upon  the 
Mufcles  of  the  lower  Part  of  the  Face  and 
Neck,  and  increafed  very  faff,  and  in  a  very 
fhort  Time  fbread  it  felf  from  Ear  to  Ear  : 
and,  by  the  Bulk,  in  a  great  meafure  pre- 
vented his  Swallowing,  and  foon  fuffocated 
him.  He  was  Chearful,  and  to  all  out- 
ward Appearance  tolerably  eafy  to  the  laff, 
and  had  what  he  now  defired,  a  gentle  Re- 
leafe,  July  i6,   17 19. 

And  thus,  to  the  Misfortune  of  Mankind, 
it  is  manifeft  to  me,  that  Mercury  is  not 
adequate  to  this  Herculean  Diftemper :  but 
however,  this  Cafe,  and  That  I  mentioned 
before  to  the  Doctor,  gives  me  good  Reafon 
to  believe,  that  Mercurials  do  at  leaft  blunt 
the  Acrimony  of  the  Humour,  and  fo  pro- 
cure Eafe.  For,  though  that  Patient  had 
molt  acute  Pains,  before  he  entered  into  a 
Mercurial  Courfe,  yet  afterwards  he  was 
eafy  all  a  long,  as  he  told  me;  for  I  was 
called  in  but  a  few  Days  before  he  died. 
Thele,  and  other  melanchollv  Cafes,  mould 
not  however,  I  think,  wholly  difcouia^e 
Surgeons  from  making  rational  Attempts 
upon  a  Diftemper,  which  I  fear  is  more 
L  2.  frequently 
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frequently  met  with,  than  formerly,  in 
this  Part  of  the  World :  It  is  to  be  hoped, 
there  is  in  Nature  a  Specific  that  may 
anfwer  ;  and  happy  will  that  Man  be  who 
mall  difcover  it.  He  will  deferve  to  be 
placed  next  to  the  Great  Hippocrates,  and 
alfo  to  be  rewarded,  by  the  Publick,  e- 
qually  with  him  that  mall  find  out  the 
Longitude. 

I  will  not  pretend  to  determine,  how  far 
the  Fumigation  might  contribute  to  the 
fudden  growth  of  the  Tumour  mentioned  $ 
but  I  mould  be  very  glad  that  the  Surgeon 
who  recommended  it,  would  be  fo  inge- 
nuous, as  to  vindicate  himfelf,  by  giving 
Inftances  of  it's  Innocency,  and  of  the 
Advantages  he  has  met  with  in  the  Practice 
of  it. 

And  now  I  heartily  beg  Pardon  of  the 
Friends  of  the  Deceafed,  who  mall  give 
themfelves  the  Trouble  of  Reading  this 
Account,  that  I  could  not  bring  it  into  a 
narrower  Compafs. 

Having  truly  related  what  was  done,  in 
the  Cafe  of  Dr  Keil,  I  hope  it  may  appear, 
that  I  have  acted  an  honeft,  and  not  an 
unfkilful  Part  in  it :  If  what  was  preferr- 
ed by  others  of  greater  Fame,  when  it  came 
to  be  tried,  had  not  better  Succefs,  I  pre- 
fume  I  mall  no  longer  be  blamed  for  it. 

No 
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No  Man  would  willingly  lofe  any  Reputa- 
tion,who  is  to  live  by  it.  I  queftion  not,  but 
the  beft  Surgeons  in  the  World  will  allow, 
there  are  Cafes  for  which  there  is  no  Reme- 
dy :  And  he  who  frankly  owns  thus  much, 
no  more  lofes  any  Reputation,  than  the 
Quack,  that  promifes  greater  Matters  than 
he  afterwards  performs,  gets  any :  And  I 
think  they,  who  have  cenfured  me,  would 
have  done  more  ingenuoufly,  if  they  would 
rather  have  looked  upon  the  prefentCafe  as 
incurable  by  any  Surgeon,  than  have  thrown 
their  Afperfions  upon  me,  as  not  treating  it 
properly. 

N.  B.  The  foregoing  remarkable  Cafe 
of  Dr  Keily  was  published  by  Mr  Rufhwortb 
of  Northampton,  Surgeon  at  Oxford,  in  the 
Year  17 19*.  Under  the  Imprimatur  of 
Robert  Shippen,  Vice-Can.  Oxon, 

Some  curious  Obfervations  made  (by  my 
Friend  John  Ranby,  Efq-y  Surgeon  to  his 
Majeftys  Houjehold,  and  F.  R.  S. )  in  the 
DifTeftion  of  Three  Subjects,   1728. 

TH  Efrjlj  a  Man  aged  70  Years,  who 
died  of  a  Suppreflion  of  Urine,  occa- 
fioned  by  a  Stone  flopping  in  the  Urethra,  juil 
within  the  Glans,  of  the  bignefs  of  a  Horfe 

Bean. 

*  Mr  Rujhworth  died  1737,  and  it  is  here  inferted 
Jn  Juftice  to  his  Memory. 
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Bean.     This  Appearance,  with  the  Symp- 
toms that  had  attended  this  miferable  Man, 
gave  me  reafon  to  expect  fomething  remark- 
able in  the  urinary  PafTages.     The  Ureters 
and   Pelvis   were    very    much   diftended; 
which  is  common  where  great  Numbers  of 
Stones   have  defcended  down  them,  from 
the  Kidneys  to  the  Bladder.     The  Bladder 
contained  about  60  Stones,  the  largeft  of 
which  was  about   the  Size  of  a  Walnut, 
the   others   fmaller;    and  juft   within   the 
Neck,  was  a  hard  Tumour,  as  big  as  a  Nut- 
meg,   which  almoft   clofed   the    Orifice  : 
and  indeed  the   Situation   of  this  Tumour 
was  fuch,  that  it  not  only  made  the  palling 
the  Catheter  very  difficult,  and  hindered  our 
feeling  the  Stones,  by  directing  the   Inftru- 
ment  upwards :  but  likewife  would  alone  pro- 
duce   the  Symptoms  of  the   Stone   in  the 
Bladder,  by  obftructing  the  free  Difcharge 
of  Urine  through  the  Urethra  •,  the  inner 
Membrane  of  which  appeared  as  if  lacreated 
in  feveral  Places,  and  the  Tube  filled  with 
a  glutinous  Matter  tinged  with  Blood.     On 
the  back  Part   of  the   Vejiculce    Seminales, 
near  the  Projlata,  were  feveral  Stones,  as 
large  as  Peas,  which  clofely  adhered  to  the 
adjacent  Membranes. 

The  fecond,  a  Boy  aged  10  Years,  killed 
by  a  Blow  on  the  Skull ;  whofe  Spleen 
weighed  two  Pounds;  and  pofTeiTed  almoft 
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all  the  left  Side  of  the  abdominal  Cavity. 
The  Bladder,  when  diflended  to  its  greateft 
Capacity,  would  not  contain  an  Ounce. 

The  thirds  a  Man  aged  25,  who  died  of 
a  Pocky  Hectick,  and  fome  Days  before 
complained  of  a  painful  Swelling  in  the 
Tefticle,  which  he  faid  came  the  Night 
before.  I  examined  it,  and  found  it  to 
be  a  Hernia  Aquoja,  and  would  have  punc- 
tured it,  if  I  had  not  felt  (belides  the 
Water)  a  hard  Body,  which  I  could  by  no 
Means  reduce.  In  a  few  Days  he  died, 
which  gave  me  an  Opportunity  of  being 
fatisfied.  Opening  the  Scrotum,  and  fepa- 
rating  the  common  Membranes  to  the 
Proceflus  Vaginalis,  it  contained  about  4 
Ounces  of  Water,  befides  a  great  Part  of 
the  Omentum  j  fome  Portions  of  which  ad- 
hered to  the  Bottom  of  the  Cavity,  and  the 
Albuginea  that  immediately  covers  the 
Tefticle. 

It  has  been  likewife  thought  proper  to 
preferve  zjmall  Treat ife  of  curing  Conjump- 
tions  by  a  new  Method,  of  admin iflring 
Specific-Medicines,  more  efpecially  fitch  as 
proceed  from  Ulcers  of  the  Lungs. 

This  excellent  Piece  was  written  by  the 
late  eminent  Mr  Thomas  Nevett,  of  Fen- 
Church  Street^  Surgeon. 
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Of  Curing 

CONSUMPTIONS 

B  Y 

Specific  Medicines. 

INTRODUCTION. 

I  Remember  a  remarkable  ParTage  in  fome 
Obfervations  upon  the  Bermudus  Ber- 
ries, by  a  Doctor  of  Phyfic  in  the  Country, 
addreffed  to  the  Hon.  Robert  Boyle,  Efq; 
who  profefleth  he  had  been  for  50  Years 
an  exact  Obferver  of  the  Methodus  Meden- 
di-y  yet  faith  the  Doctor  for  my  part  I  firm- 
ly believe,  that  (Univer/al  Evacuations  be- 
ing premifed)  the  great-eft  Cures  wrought  in 
the  World,  are  by  the  ufe  of  Spccijical 
Medicines.  The  higher  the  Attainments  of 
anv  have  been  in  Understanding,  the  more 
freely  have  they  acknowledged  that  the 
greateft  part  of  thofe  things  they  did  knew, 
was  the  leafl  of  thofe  things  they  did  not 
M  know  $ 
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know ;  fueh  Men  account    it    not    fliame- 
ful  to  renounce  an  Errour,  tho'  ever  fo   an- 
cient,  when  perfuaded  thereunto  by  Truth 
and  plain  Demon  ftration :   There  are  other 
narrow  Spirits  (abundantly  fatisfied  in  their 
own  Knowledge)  who  believe   the  Art  of 
Phyjic  hath  been  taught  by  our  Anceflors, 
in   inch   an   abfolutely  perfect    manner,   as 
that  nothing   remains   to   the  Induftry  and 
Diligence  of  Pofterity  ;  it  being  too  much 
their  Humour  to  undervalue  everv  Medicine 
that  they  themfelves  are  not  Matters  of,  be- 
caufe  they  prefer  their  private  Intereft  to  the 
public   Good  :     But     in     the  mean   time 
where  is   that   cordial  Love   to  Mankind, 
which  is  one  of  the  Badges  of  true  Chriftia- 
nity  ?  Nay,  where,  is  the  Exercife  of  Rea- 
fon  ?  For  how  can  a  Man  give  his  Opinion 
againft  a  thing  that  he  never  heard  of  before, 
or  at  leaft  never  experienced  ?  I  am  fure,  this 
unjuftifiable  Practice  is  the  way  to  put  a  flop 
to  all  ufeful  Knowledge  and  Improvements : 
It  is  therefore  expected  from  the  Ingenious 
and  Candid  Reader,  that  he  mould  adhere 
to  the  Caufe  of  Truth,  by  whomfoever  it 
is   pleaded,  weigh  every  Invention,  not  in 
the  deceitful  Balance    of   Cuftom,     but   in 
the  juft  and  even  Scales  of  Reafon;  approve 
what    s  agreeable^  and  reject  what  is  con- 
trary .0  it. 
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That  I  who  am  by  Profeffion  a  Surgeon, 
mould  in  fuch  a  polite  and  inquifitive  Age, 
venture  my  Thoughts  in  public  concerning 
a  Pkyfical  Cafe,  may  be  to  fome  matter  of 
Admiration,  and  to  others  of  fevere  Cenfure; 
efpecially  fuch  as  may  think  I  have  invaded 
their  Province.  As  for  the  latter,  I  am 
perfuaded  nothing  that  I  can  fay  will  re- 
move their  Prejudices ;  and  for  the  former, 
I  ihall  only  tell  them,  that  being  alarmed 
by  fome  of  the  Symptoms  mentioned  in  the 
following  Difcourfe,  whereby  I  plainly 
perceived  the  Conftitution  of  my  own  Body 
inclined  to  a  Coitjumptive  State ',  I  ftrenuouf- 
ly  applied  my  Mind  to  ftudy  the  Nature  of 
this  Bifeafe,  and  to  find  out,  if  poffible, 
fome  noble  Specific  Medicines,  which  might: 
indeed  deferve  that  Name,  and  be  able  to 
oppofe  the  growth  of  fo  fatal  a  Diitempera 
which  hath  infenfibly  flattered  fo  many  in- 
to the  Chambers  of  Death.  What  I  then 
laboured  for,  and  fearched  after,  I  have 
fince  (by  the  Blefiing  of  God)  found,  and 
with  great  Advantage  experimented  on  my 
felf  and  many  others,  and  now  think  fit  to 
difcloie  for  the  good  of  All,  not  doubting 
but  if  a  more  excellent  Method  and  Medi- 
cine than  hath  hitherto  been  generally  ad- 
ministered, or  prefcribed,  be  treafured  up 
in  the  Hands  of  any  Perfon  whatfoever,  he 
doth  more  faithfully  perform  the  part  of  a 
M  2  juit 
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juft  Steward,  by  a  due  Improvement,  than 
a  clofe  Concealment  of  it.  And  on  the 
fame  Account,  I  judge  it  more  my  Duty  to 
ferve  my  Native  Country,  than  mind  the 
Clamours  of  cenforious  Critics  -,  not  at  all 
questioning  but  in  a  little  time,  the  Efficacy 
of  thefe  Medicines  will  at  once  bring  Health 
to  the  Patient,  and  Reputation  to  their 
Author :  And  the  World  will  be  convinced 
of  the  Power  of  thefe  Remedies ,  'by  their 
Effects  ;  tho'  ignorant  Perfons  may  be  apt 
to  contemn  and  neglect,  till  their  Opinions 
be  altered  by  Experience,  and  their  Preju- 
dices removed  by  Demonftration. 

Of  the  Nature,   Caufes,    and  Symptoms  of 
Confumptions. 

Conjumption,  in  general,  is  a  waft- 
ing of  all  the  folid  parts  of  the 
Body,  for  want  of  a  due  Distribution,  or 
Affimilation  of  the  Nutritious  Juices. 

By  fome  learned  Men  this  is  obferved  to 
be  the  Endemic  al  Diftemper  of  England-, 
and  indeed  our  Weekly- Bills  at  once  declare 
both  the  Strength  of  the  Difeafe,  and  the 
Weaknefs  of  the  Medicines  wherewith  it's 
Cure  hath  been  hitherto  attempted.  Be- 
iides,  that  which  feems  to  juftify  this  Ob- 
iervation,  is  the  pernicious  Cuftom  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  this  Ifland,  who  immode- 
rately 
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rately  and  unfeafonably  indulge  their  Appe- 
tites with  feveral  forts  of  Meats  and  Drinks, 
whereby  the  Tone  of  the  Stomach  is  fo 
vitiated,  as  that  it  cannot  perfectly  ferment 
and  volatilize  the  Chyle,  which  is  com- 
monly the  internal  procatartic  Caufe  of  moit 
Diftempers  among  us,  and  confequently  of 
Confumptions  from  thofe  Diftempers,  from 
whence  comes  a  Colliquation  of  the  Chyle 
in  Lienteries  and  Dyfenteries,  tormenting 
Cholic  and  Iliac  Pains,  hypocondriac  Me- 
lancholly,  hyfteric  Fits,  fcorbutic  Twitches, 
troublefome  Catarrhs,  fluggim  PafTage  of 
the  Chyle  thro'  the  milky  Veins,  fcrophu- 
lous  Tumours  and  Inflammations  of  the 
iriefenteric  Glands,  fpafmodic  Contractions 
or  Convulfions  of  the  Nerves,  preternatural 
Fermentation  of  the  Blood  and  Spirits,  Ca- 
chexies, Atrophies,  Obftructions,  Fevers  hec- 
tical, inflammatory  and  putrid,  Exulcera- 
tions  of  the  Lungs  and  Marafmus,  with 
many  other  Difeafes,  whence  come  they 
originally  and  for  the  moft  part,  but  from 
the  Weaknefs,  ill  Habit  and  Indifpofition  of 
the  Stomach  ? 

Now  the  proper  Action  of  the  Stomach 
is  Chylifkation ;  for  tho*  the  Meat  we  take 
into  our  Mouths  receives  fome  Alteration 
there  in  Maflication,  by  the  fermenting 
Juice  that  flows  from  the  falivatory  Glands, 
together   with    the   acrimonious    Particles, 

and 
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and  fermentaceous  Spirits  of  Liquors  which 
we  drink,  yet  it  is  not  turned  into  a  thick 
white  Juice,  'till  it  halh  pafled  down  thro' 
the  OejophaguSj  or  Gullet,  into  the  Sto- 
mach, where  by  the  help  of  it's  Fibres  it  is 
clofcly  embraced,  and  mixed  with  fpecific 
fermentaceous  Juices,  feparated  by  it's  inner 
Coat,  and  impregnated  by  the  Saliva,  then 
by  a  convenient  Heat  there  is  made  a  mix- 
ture of  all^  f°r  ^at  tne  fermentaceous  Par- 
ticles entering  into  the  Pores  of  the  Meat, 
do  pafs  thro'  agitate  and  eliquate  it's  Parti- 
cles, diffolving'  the  whole  Compages,  in 
which  the  purer  parts  were  intimately  uni- 
ted with  the  Crafs,  and  making  them  more 
fluid,  fo  that  they  make  another  form  of 
Mixture,  and  unite  among  themfelves  into 
the  refemblance  of  a  milky  Cream,  after 
which  together  with  the  thicker  Mafs  with 
which  they  are  yet  involved,  by  the  Con- 
ftridtion  of  the  Stomach  they  pafs  down  to 
the  Guts,  where  by  the  Mixture  of  the 
Bile  and  Pancreatic  Juice  they  are  by  ano- 
ther manner  of  Fermentation  quite  fepara- 
ted from  the  thicker  Mafs,  and  fo  are  re- 
ceived by  the  La&eal  Veifels,  as  the  thicker 
is  ejected  by  Stool. 

After  the  purer  part  of  the  Chyle  hath 
been  thus  ft  rained  thro'  the  narrow  and  ob- 
lique Pores  of  the  milky  Veins,  by  the  conti- 
nual and  periftaltic  Motion  of  the  Interlines, 

it 
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it  is  yet  farther  attenuated  and  diluted  with 
a  very  thin  and  clear  Lympha  from  the 
Glands  of  the  Meientery  to  expedite  its 
paffage  thro'  thofe  numerous  Meanders  in- 
to the  common  Receptacle,  from  whence 
by  the  conftant  Supply  of  fach  like  Lym- 
pha from  the  fmall  Glands  of  the  Thorax, 
it  is  fafely  conveyed  thro'  the  Duffius  Chy/z- 
ferus  Thoracius,  fubclavian  Vein,  and  the 
Vena  Cava  into  the  Heart. 

The  Chyle  now  mingled  with  the  Blood, 
pafTeth  with  it  thro'  the  Arteries  of  the  whole 
Body,  and  returns  again  with  the  Blood  by 
the  Veins  to  the  Heart,  undergoing  many 
Circulations  before  it  can  be  allimilated  to 
the  Blood  ;  for  every  time  the  new  infilled 
Chyle  pafTeth  thro'  the  Heart  with  the 
Blood,  the  Particles  of  the  one  are  more  in- 
timately mixed  with  thofe  of  the  other,  in 
it's  Ventricles,  and  the  Vital  Spirit,  and 
other  active  Principles  of  the  Blood  work 
upon  the  Chyle,  which  being  full  of  Salt, 
Sulphur  and  Spirit,  as  foon  as  it's  Co?nf>ages 
is  loofned  by  it's  Fermentation  with  the 
Blood,  the  Principles  having  obtained  the 
Liberty  of  Motion,  do  readily  aiTociate 
themfelves,  and  are  aflimilated  with  fuch 
parts  of  the  Blood  as  are  of  a  like  and 
iiiitable  Nature. 

After  the  Chyle  hath  been  thus  elabora- 
ted,    it  becomes  fit   as  well  to  recruit   the 
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Mafs  of  Blood,  as  to  nourifh  the  whole 
Body,  feeing  it  con fifls  of  divers  Principles 
and  Parts  of  a  different  Nature;  therefore,  ac- 
cording to  the  various  Ufe  and  Neceffity  of 
every  part,  and  alfo  that  it  may  conform 
and  fafhion  it  felf  to  the  different  Pores  and 
Paffages,  it  is  feverally  appropriated;  the 
moil  volatile  and  fubtil  part  is  feparated  in 
the  Brain,  and  adapted  to  refrem  the  Ani- 
mal Spirits,  the  glutinous  to  nourifh  the 
Body,  and  the  fulphureous  to  revive  the 
native  Heat,:  And  in  it's  Paffage  with  the 
Blood  thro'  all  the  parts  of  the  Body,  all 
the  Mafs  of  Chyle  that  is  capable  of  being 
turned  into  Blood  is  fanguified;  the  ferous 
and  faline  part  precipitated  by  the  Kidneys, 
and  evacuated  by  Sweats  or  infenfible  Tran- 
fpirations,  the  bilious  is  depofited  in  the 
Liver,  and  the  reft  of  its  Excrements  retire 
to  the  feveral  Emunctories  of  the  Body. 

Thus  it  comes  to  pafs  by  the  wonderful 
Sagacity  of  Nature,  fuch  extraordinary  Pro- 
vifion  is  made,  that  the  purer  part  of  the 
Chyle  by  thefe  ways  and  means  is  more 
purified ;  and  when  it'  is  thus  purified  and 
lublimed,  it  is  more  capable  of  reinforcing 
the  Blood  and  Spirits,  as  alfo  of  corroborat- 
ing the  Tone  of  every  particular  Part: 
Whereas  when  the  Chyle  is  four  and  di- 
fpirited,  the  Blood  neceffarily  becomes  vap- 
pid,   the  animal  Spirits  which  refide  in  the 
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Syflem   of  the  Nerves  are  infected  with  a 
Morbid   Difpofition,  and   all  parts  of  the 
Body  begin  to  flag  and  wafte.     For  indeed 
there  is  no  other  way  to  recruit  the  daily 
Expence   of  Blood  and  Spirits,  but   by   a 
continual  Influx  of  laudable  Chyle  into  the 
Blood- VefTels,  which  Chyle  is  made  by  the 
Fermentative    Juice   of  the  Scomach,  and 
this  Fermentative  Juice  fupplied    from  the 
Mafs  of  Blood,  fo  that  there  plainly    ap- 
pears to  be  a  fixed  Correspondence  betwixt 
the  Blood  and  the  Chyle,  and  a  neceilary 
Dependance  all  the  Humours  in  the  Habit 
of  the   Body  have  on  the  Stomach  5  from 
whence  it  is  reafonable  to  infer,  That  if  the 
Chilifying  Faculty  of  the  Stomach  be  de- 
praved, the  Blood  and  Humours  muff  ne- 
ceflarily  fympathize  therewith,    and   in    a 
manner  proportionable  to  the  Diflemper  of 
this  part. 

II.  The  immediate  Caufe  of  a  Confump- 
tion  of  the  Lungs  is  ftore  of  fharp,  malig- 
nant, waterifh  Humours,  continually  dif- 
tilling  upon  the  foft  fpungy  Subftance  of 
the  Lungs,  fluffing,  inflaming,  impoftuma- 
ting,  and  exulcerating  them,  whereby  their 
Action,  which  is  Refpiration,  or  a  receiv- 
ing-in  and  driving-out  Air  is  depraved,  as 
will  more  clearly  appear  by  the  following 
Defcription  of  thefe  Parts.  It  will  not  be 
impertinent  to  our  Difcourfe  if  we  mould 
N  ufheff 
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ulher  in  the  Defcription  of  the  Lungs,  with 
a  fhort  Account  of  the  Trachea,  Afpera 
Arteria,  or  Wind-pipe. 

III.  The  Trachea  or  Afpera  Arteria  is  a 
long  Pipe,  confining  of  - -Cartilages  and 
Membranes,  which  beginning  at  the  Throat 
or  lower  part  of  the  Jaws,  and  lying  upon 
the  Gullet,  defcends  into  the  Lungs,  thro' 
which  it  fpreads  into  many  Branchings,  and 
is  commonly  divided  into  two  parts,  the 
Larynx  and  Bronchus ;  the  Larynx  is  the 
.  upper  part  of  the  Wind-pipe,  the  Bronchus 
is  all  the  Trachea  befides  the  Larynx^ 
as  well  before  as  after  it  arrives  at  the 
Lungs, 

The  Subftance  of  the  Lungs  is  foft, 
fpongy  and  rare,  curioufly  compacted  of 
mofl:  thin  and  fine  Membranes,  continued 
with  the  Ramifications  of  the  1  Trachea  or 
Wind-pipe,  which  Membranes  compofe  an 
infinite  number  of  little,  round  and  hollow 
Velicles,  or  Bladders,  fo  placed  as  that  there 
is  an  open  PaiTage  from  the  Branches  of  the 
Afpera  Arteria,  out  of  one  into  another, 
and  all  terminate  at  the  outer  Membrane 
that  invefteth  the  whole  Lungs  :  Thefe  lit- 
tle Bladders  by  help  of  their  mufcular  Fi- 
bres contract  themfelves  in  Expiration,  and 
are  dilated  in  Infpiration,  partly  by  the 
Preffure  of  the  Atmofphere,  and  partly  by 
the  elaftic  Power  of  the  Air,  jnfinuating 

"it 
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it  felf  into  thefe  Vcficles  thro'  the  Wind- 
pipe and  it's  feveral  Branches :  Their  Lobes 
are  two,  the  right  and  left,  parted  by  the 
Mediafiinum,  each  of  which  is  divided  into 
many  lefTer  Lobules,  according  to  the  Ra- 
mifications of  the  Afpera  Arteria  ;  they 
have  all  forts  of  VefTels  that  are  common 
to  them  with  other  parts,  as  Arteries,  Veins, 
Nerves,  Lymphedudts,  but  peculiar  to 
themfelves  they  have  their  Bronchia,  or  the 
Branches  of  the  Wind-pipe,  for  bringing-in 
and  carrying-out  Air  fo  necefTary  to  Life, 
that  we  cannot  Live  without  it:  And  when 
we  confider  their  admirable  Structure,  (as 
well  as  the  Structure  of  every  individual 
part  of  our  Body)  how  ought  we  to  adore 
the  infinite  Wifdom  of  our  Creator !  Now 
when  thefe  fmall  Veficles  or  Bladders  are 
replete  with  extravafated  Serum>  or  puru- 
lent Matter,  the  natural  Tone  of  the  Lungs 
is  fo  weakned,  that  we  cannot  enjoy  the 
Benefit  of  free  and  full  Refpiration,  hard, 
fcirrhous  Tumours  and  Tubercles  are  bred, 
attended  with  a  dry  and  troublefome  Cough, 
Opprefiion  of  the  Breaft,  difficult  and  fhort 
Breathing,  preternatural  Heats,  Exulcera- 
tions,  and  other  deplorable  Symptoms, 
according  to  the  Degrees  of  ObitruCtion^ 
and  different  Nature  of  the  included  Hu- 
mours. 

K  3  IV.  The 
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IV.  The  external  Procatartic  Caufe  of  a 
Confumption  of  the  Lungs  is  cold  Particles 
of  Air,  conftipating  the  Pores  of  the  Body, 
whereby  the  Serum  which  ought  to  expe- 
dite the  Motion,  and  temperate  the  Heat  of 
the  Blood  is  feparated  from  it,  and  thrown 
upon  the  Glands  of  the  Larynx,  and  the 
fpungy  Subftance  t)f  the  Lungs  themfelves : 
For  as  the  Lympha  helps  the  Motion  of  the 
Chyle,  fo  the  Serum  accelerates  the  Circula- 
tion of  the  Blood,  being  carried  about  with 
it  thro'  the  fmalleft  Capillary  VefTels  and 
remoteft;  parts  of  the  Body,  left  it  fhouid 
be  inflamed  with  a  burning  Heat,  or  Mag- 
nate by  exceilive  Thicknefs ;  during  which 
circular  Motion  they  are  both  called  by  the 
fame  common  Name,  but  when  fome  Por- 
tion of  Serum  is  feparated  from  the  Mafs  of 
Bloody  and  retreats  to  fome  one  or  more  of 
the  Emunclories,  according  to  their  various 
Difpolitions,  it  derives  a  Name  from  thofe 
particular  Parts  on  which  itfeizeth,  as  when 
it  diftils  upon  the  Eyes,  we  call  it  Opthal- 
mia,  when  upon  the  Nofe  Coryzat  and 
when  upon  the  Thorax  it  goes  by  the  proper 
Name  of  a  Catarrh. 

Now  forafmuch    as   there     is    nothing 

.makes   a  Separation   of   the    Blood  more 

romrnonly  than  the  want  of  ufual  Tran- 

ipiration,  fo  nothing  more  conduceth  to  the 

F*efeivatioa    of  Health,  than     that-  the 
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Pores  of  the  Body  mould  continually  let  out 
the  hot  Streams  and  Vapours  that  arife  from 
the  Ebullition  of  the  Blood;  but  when 
after  taking  Cold  the  Skin  and  Habit  of  tri3; 
Body  are  on  a  fudden  flopped  up,  that 
the  fulphureous  and  wateriih  Excrements  of 
the  Blood  cannot  pafs  through  the  Pores, 
they  are  again  reforbed  into  the  Mafs  of 
Blood,  from  whence  proceeds  a  feverifh. 
Difpofition ;  unlefs  they  are  carried  off  by- 
Stool,  or  precipitated  by  the  Kidneys,  are 
fometimes  tranflated  to  the  Glandulous  Parts 
of  the  Lungs,  where  by  Degrees  contract- 
ing more  and  more  Heat  and  Sharpnefs  they 
inflame  and  exulcerate  thefe  tender  Parts. 

Neverthelefs  tho'  a  Confumption  of  the 
Lungs  is  fometimes  thus  caufed  by  taking 
Cold,  yet  this  comes  to  pafs  but  feldom, 
unlefs  in  fuch  Bodies  whofe  Mafs  of  Blood 
being  rendered  Cachectic,  thro'  frequent  In- 
fluxes of  difpirited  Chyle,  is  pre-difpofed 
to  receive,  and  unable  to  free  it  felf  from 
this  New  Influx  of  Catarrhous  Rheum  : 
For  fuppofe  Two  Perfbns  in  like  manner 
deprived  of  the  Benefit  of  ufual  Tranfpira- 
tion,  by  fome  great  Cold,  which  tho'  trou- 
blefome  in  the  beginning,  becaufe  of  a  vio- 
lent and  continual  Diftillation  of  Extra  va- 
fated  Serum  upon  the  Glandulous  Coat  of 
the  Wind- pipe,  and  other  adjacent  Glands, 
yet  in  the  One  of  thefe  it  furvives  not  the 

accidental 


94  <A  Nem  Method  of 

accidental  feverifh  Difpofitionof  the  Blood, 
occafioned  by  the  Stoppage  of  the  Pores  : 
For  as  foon  as  the  Ferment  ceafeth,  the 
feparated  Humours,  partly  for  want  of  a 
new  Influx  of  Serum,  and  partly  by  the 
natural  Heat  of  thefe  Parts,  are  concocted 
into  a  thick  fort  of  Phlegm,  and  coughed 
up  j  after  the  Expectoration  of  which  Sepa- 
rated Serum  the  gland ulous  Parts  prefently 
recover  their  natural  Tone,  without  any 
Remains  of  a  Tumour,  Cough,  Shortness 
of  Breath,  or  other  Inconvenience  j  but  in 
the  other  this  feverifh  Ferment,  occafioned 
by  taking  Cold,  is  not  tranfitory,  but  fo 
habitually  fixed  by  means  of  fome  previous 
Indifpofition,  as  to  encreafe  the  EfTerve- 
fcence  and  Colliquation  of  the  Blood  and 
Spirits;  from  whence  all  the  Glands  which 
are  feated  in  the  upper  part  of  the  Larynx, 
as  alfo  the  glandulous  Coat  of  the  Wind- 
pipe it  felf  are  overflown  with  a  Deluge  of 
hot  diftempered  Humours,  the  Subftance  of 
the  Lungs  diftended  with  hard  Tumours^ 
the  Branches  of  the  Wind-pipe  compreft, 
and  the  Wind-pipe  it  felf  from  thefe  Swell- 
ings irritated  to  Cough,  by  a  continual  tick- 
ling, which  promotes  a  frequent  fpewing 
out  of  hot  fharp  Humours  all  along  the 
Afpera  Arteria,  till  at  length  thefe  Tuber- 
cles growing  very  large,  begin  to  inflame 
and  fuppurate  j  immediately  upon  the  break- 
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Ing  or  opening  of  thofe  Apoftemes,  fome- 
times  fuch  a  Flood  of  corrupted  Matter  is 
poured  out  of  their  Baggs  or  Cavities,  into 
the  Branches  of  the  Trachea,  as  compleat- 
ly  fuffocates  and  choaks  the  Patient ,  but  at 
other  times  this  Purulent  Matter,  mixt 
with  ftreaks  of  Blood,  and  fome  thin  Phlegm 
that  is  continually  difcharged  from  the 
glandulous  Coat  of  the  Wind-pipe,  is 
coughed  up  by  degrees,  and  then  this  de- 
plorable Cafe  requires  Specific  Medicines,  to 
cleanfe  and  heal  thefe  Ulcers. 

V.  Such  kind  of  Conjumptiom  whole 
Original  is  flore  of  malignant  acrimonious 
Humours,  which  are  moil  apt  to  inflame 
and  putrify,  may  be  termed  acute,  when 
compared  to  others  that  proceed  from  Hu- 
mours more  mild  and  benign.  There  may 
be  likewife  fome  difference  made  by  omit- 
ting Bleeding,  and  committing  fome  egre- 
gious Errors  in  Diet,  Exercife,  Paffions  of 
the  Mind,  or  any  other  of  the  Non-Natu- 
rals :  However,  all  Confumptions  of  the 
Lungs  ought  to  be  reckoned  in  the  Number 
of  Chronical  Diftempers,  becaufe  they  are 
contracted  and  augmented  by  degrees,  and 
no  other  way  to  be  remedied  j  yet  this  doth 
not  prove  them  incurable  in  their  own  Na- 
ture, for  Reaion  and  Experience  both  teach 
the  contrary :  And  indeed  I  mud  confefs, 
it  was  from  the  marvelous  Succefs  of  thefe 

Remedies 
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Remedies  that  I  firft  imbibed  this  Notion, 
viz.  Ulcers  of  the  Lungs  are  in  themfelves 
curable.  Sometimes  a  Fever  or  other  acute 
Diftemper  may  be  jugulated,  when  either 
Nature  or  Art  carries  off  the  Morbific  Mat- 
ter by  a  fudden  Crijis  or  plentiful  Evacua- 
tion, but  all  hopes  of  difpatching  a  con- 
firmed Confumption  of  the  Lungs  inffantly 
are  groundlefs,  feeing  many  inveterate  Ob- 
ftructions  muft  be  removed,  abundance  of 
tough  glutinous  Humours  attenuated  and 
evacuated,  the  whole  Mafs  of  Blood  and 
Spirits  rectified,  the  Habit  of  the  Body  me- 
liorated, and  the  Tone  of  feveral  parts  re- 
covered, before  we  can  eradicate  this  fixed 
Diftemper. 

What  will  be  the  Iffue  and  Refult  of 
this  Confumptii-e-Difeafe,  may  rationally  be 
prognofticated  from  it's  feveral  Stages  or 
Degrees:  For  when  the  Mafs  of  Blood  by 
a  continual  Influx  of  lour  difpirited  Chyle 
is  reduced  to  a  (harp  and  hectical  State,  and 
the  Serum  which  is  feparated  from  this  cor- 
rupted Blood  only  fluffs  the  Bladders  and 
Glandules  which  are  difperfed  thro'  the 
Body  of  the  Lungs,  this  Diftemper  may 
be  faid  to  be  in  it's  Infancy  or  beginning, 
(and  if  fovereign  Remedies  were  then  pre- 
sented, they  might  obtain  an  eafy  Conqueft) 
but  the  Increafe  is  attended  with  a  greater 
Diftention  of  the  Glands  and  Bladders,  as 

alfo 
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alfo   an   Inflammation   of  thefe  Tubercles 
tending  to  fuppuration  :  For  when  the  Ani- 
mal Spirits  which  are  neceflary  to  the  natu- 
ral Fermentation  of  the  Blood  are  vitiated 
with  unwholefome  Particles  of  a  foggy  and 
thick  Air,  and  the  Humour  which   for  a 
long  time  hath  been  contained  in  the  Baggs 
or  Cavities  of  the  Lungs  is  over-heated  by 
fome  extraordinary  Ebullition  or  Fermenta- 
tion of 'the  Blood,  with  a  total  Suppreiiion 
of  Expectoration,  the  Cough  becomes  more 
violent,  the   Fever   inflammatory,    and  all 
parts  more  tabid.    In  it's  further  Progrefsor 
State  all  Symptoms  advance  apace  towards 
their  Extremity,  Suppuration  now  fucceeds 
the  Inflammation  of  thefe  Tubercles,  for 
that  th«  Purulent  Matter  is  either  breeding 
or  already  made,  the  Inflammatory  Hectic 
is  changed  into  a  putrid  Intermitting  Fever, 
attended  with  an  Univerfal  Colliquation   of 
the  Nutritious  Juices  and   plentiful  Separa- 
tion of  then*  from  the  Mafs  of  Blood  by  all 
ways  of  Evacuation    that  Nature   affords  ; 
whence  the  Patients  ftrength  fuddainly  de- 
cays, and  in  a  fhort  time  he  is  reduced  to 
the  highefl  State  of  a  Marafmus>  with  an 
Hippocratic  Face. 

VI.  Thus  having  demonflrated  to  the 
meaneit  Capacity  the  Power  of  this  prevail- 
ing Evil,  with  it's  efficient  and  material 
Caufes,  Reafon  it  fe'lf  prefently  fuggefts 
Slothing  lefs  than  great  and  noble  Medicines 
O  can. 
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can  tame  a  Diftemper  fo  formidable.  It  is 
no  lefs  obvious  to  the  Underftanding  of 
every  one  that  profefleth  any  thing  of  Phy- 
fic,  that  the  fooner  the  Cure  is  begun  the 
better,  the  more  moderate  the  Patient  is  in 
the  ufe  of  the  Six  Non-Naturals,  the  more 
likely  to  fucceed ;  the  Spring-time  is  the 
bed  Seafon,  Univerfals  are  to  be  premifed, 
extraordinary  Symptoms  and  Circumftances 
peculiarly  attended,  and  fuch  •  like  things 
mud  run  through  the  whole  Courfe  of 
Practice. 

No    doubt  but  the  Chalibeate  Mineral 
Waters  when  impregnated   with  the  Vola- 
tile Salts  and  Spirits  of  a  ferene  Air,  plea- 
fant  Society,  delightful  Recreations,  Morn- 
ing   and    Evening   Walks,     regular    Diet, 
Freedom  from  Buiinefs,  vexatious  Thoughts, 
Exercife  *  and  the  reft  may  be  ferviceable : 
But  if  the   Jefuit  were  fentenced   to  perpe- 
tual Exile,  I  xhink  the  Confumptive  have 
no  reafon  exceilively   to  lament,  for  I  can 
tell  them  who  hath  a  Febrifuge  Antihecti- 
cal,  without   a   Grain  of  the  Jefuit,  more 
excellent  far  than  the  Peruvian  Bark,  be- 
caufe   it  makes  a  fafe,  not  a   treacherous 
Peace,  and  can  give  a  Reafon  of  it's  work- 
ing fo  ftupendioufly,  tho'  they  who  know 

*  Particularly  that  of  Riding  ;  relating  to  which, 
eonfu.lt  Mr  Fuller's  Medicina  Gpnnaftlca. 
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not  how  a  thing  can  be  done,    think  it 
impoffible  to  be  done. 

For  my  part,  I  do  not  believe  any  Me- 
dicine can  work  a  Cure  in  the  way  of  a 
Charm,  yet  they  who  either  know  or  ufe 
no  other  (at  leaft  for  the  moft  part)  than 
ordinary  Medicines,  cannot  conceive  how 
fuch  Wonderful  Effects  can  be  wrought,  un- 
lefs  by  Inchantment*. 

The  common  Method  of  Cure  is  by 
Bleeding  to  abate  the  Effervefcence  or  Col- 
liquation  of  the  Blood,  and  prevent  the 
Tumour  and  Inflammation  of  the  Lungs, 
by  Vomits  to  relieve  the  Stomach  oppreft 
with  ftore  of  ill  Humours,  and  remove  di- 
vers Obstructions  of  feverai  Bowels  and 
fmall  VefTels,  by  Stomach- Purges  gently 
to  carry  down  the  peccant  Humours ;  and 
laftly  by  Diuretics  and  Diaphoretics  with 
ibme  mixture  of  an  Opiate,  plentifully  to 
carry  off  the  Coiliquated  Serum  by  Urine, 
or  the  Pores  of  the  Skin,  without  railing  a' 
frefh  Catarrh  by  a  new  Commotion  of  the 
Blood.  After  a  due  Adminiflration  of  thefe 
univerfal  Evacuations,  (which  in  their  re- 
fpective  Seafons  are  highly  neceffary)  the  fre- 
quent Ufe  of  Pectoral  Apozems  and  Pulmo- 
nary Linctufes  is  next  enjoined,  to  retund 
the  Acrimony  of  the  Humours  which 
ouze  out  of  the  Wind-pipe,  by  their  mu- 
cilaginous and  incraffating  Quality,   and  ib 

*  See  Boyle  on  Specific  Medicines; 
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mitigate  the  troublefome  Cough.  How  far 
ferviceable  to  this  end  and  purpofe  the  neat- 
eft  Forms  of  fuch  Difpenfations  that  I  ever 
yet  faw  may  be,  I  will  not  difpute,  only 
this  I  rauft  take  leave  to  fay,  becaufe  to  me 
(as  alfo  to  the  unprejudiced  I  humbly  con- 
ceive) it  feems  evident  that  fuch  fulfom  In- 
gredients of  which  they  are  compounded, 
are  more  apt  to  fpoil  a  weak  than  recover 
a  loft  Stomach,  and  confequently  not  the 
fitteft  Medicines  Confumptive  Perfons  may 
have  recourfe  to  :  For  how  many  by  woful 
Experience  have  found  the  conftant  and 
frequent  ufe  of  fuch  Anti- Stomachics  led 
them  from  one  Degree  of  this  Malady  to 
another,  'till  their  decaying  Appetite  hath 
been  quite  overthrown,  (and  confequently 
their  hectic  Heat  inflamed)  their  Bodies  fo 
emaciated,  as  to  render  them  uncapable  of 
neceflary  Evacuations,  and  they  themfelves 
at  laft  given  over  to  a  Milk  Diet,  AfTes 
Milk,  fome  Chalibeate  Mineral  Waters,  or 
fuch  like  Liquids,  to  which  the  poor  dif- 
treffed  Stomach  ecchoes  aloud,  Mijerable 
Comforters  all !  If  therefore  I  can,  as  I 
have  Reafon  to  believe,  with  Medicines  lefs 
offenfive  in  Quantity,  and  more  ufeful  in 
Quality,  reftore  the  loft  Appetite,  and  do 
the  fame,  if  not  greater  Service  towards 
the  Concocting  and  Expectorating  that  load 
of  feparated  Serum  with  which  the  Pipes 
©£  the  Lungs  are  fluffed,  (which  will  eafily 
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be  perceived  by  the  Patient  in  a  few  Weeks 
with  due  Care  and  Management)  I  think  I 
have  gained  a  great  Point,  foralmuch  as 
the  Recovery  of  the  Stomach  may  reafon- 
ably  be  looked  upon  as  an  Earneft  of  the 
Cure. 

The  Medicines   I    do  here    recommend 
to  my  Countrymen  as  Specific  in  the  Cure 
of  Confumption  of  the  Lungs  y  arifing  from 
the  fore-mentioned  Caufes,  have  a  peculiar 
Faculty     of     warming,     comforting    and 
ftrengthening    weak  Stomachs,  attenuating 
and  gently  carrying  off  that  load  of  Tar- 
tareous  Matter  which  is  lodged  in  their  ru- 
gous   Coat,  depraving    both  Appetite  and 
Digeftion.     In  their  PafTage  thro'  the  whole 
Circumference   of  the  Guts,  they  likewife- 
diffolve  that  crufted  Slime  and  Filth  which 
hinders  the  PrefTure  of  the  Chyle  into  the 
Milky  Veflels  by  the  Periftaltic  Motion  of 
their  Spiral  Fibres :  Thus  having  removed 
thefe  Fundamental  Obftructions,  they  haften 
together  with  the  Chylous  Mixture,    which 
by  this  time  is  fomewhat  Invigorated  to- 
wards, the  Relief  of  the  Sanguineous  Mafs, 
prefently  upon  their  Conjunction  the  Blood 
revives,  and  by  degrees  becomes  brifk  and, 
vigorous,  able  to  cope  with,  and  give  fome 
check  to  the  preternatural  hectic  Heat,  flop 
the  Influx  of  the  Rheum  into  the  Giandu- 
lous  Subftance  of  the  Lungs,  concoct:  that 
which  is  already  collected,  and  releafe  the 

Animal 
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Animal  Spirits,  intangled  with  a  vitious 
difpoiition  of  the  Nervous  Juice.  Having 
gained  thefe  Advantages,  things  begin  to 
look  with  another  manner  of  Afpe£t,  the 
Habit  of  the  Body  grows  firmer,  the  Mind 
chearfuller,  the  Countenance  frefh  and 
briik,  the  emaciated  Parts  gather  Flefh  and 
Strength,  the  Lungs  and  Glands  of  the 
Larynx  recover  their  natural  Tone,  and  the 
whole  Conftitution  improves  towards  a  State 
of  Health.  Moreover,  Thefe  Anti-Phthi- 
Jics  are  really  impregnated  with  fuch  Vola- 
tile Spirits  and  Salts,  that  as  Lightning  they 
penetrate  the  remoter!:  Corners  of  the  Body, 
exterminating  the  very  Seeds  and  Roots  of 
this  grievous  Diieafe,  powerfully  and  effec- 
tually, yet  pleafantly  and  fecurely,  if  plen- 
tifully taken  in  the  manner  of  a  Diet:  For 
thus  in  time  they  chear  up  the  drooping 
Animal  Spirits,  fortify  the  Syftem  of  the 
Nerves,  and  fo  influence  the  whole  San- 
guineous Mafs,  as  that  the  Blood  it  felf  be- 
comes the  moil  precious  of  all  natural  Bal- 
foms,  marvelJoufly  cleanfing  the  putrid  Ul- 
cers of  the  Lungs,  and  finally  reducing  them 
to  a  perfect  Cicatrix. 

Wherefore  let  none  be  deceived  by  the 
flattering  Nature  of  this  Difiemper  in  the 
beginning,  nor  give  themfelves  over  for  loft 
In  the  higheft  State,  becaufe  thefe  reviving 
Cordials  are  calculated  for  the  weakeft  Con- 
futations, feeing  at  the  fame  time  they  of- 
fend 
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fend  the  Difeafed  Matter  on  the  one  Hand, 
they  fupport  Nature  from  linking  tinder 
any  Evacuations  on  the  other.  It  is  there- 
fore my  Advice  to  the  Confumptive,  or  Con- 
fumptively-inclined,  and  their  Intereffc  (by 
way  of  Prevention)  to  acquaint  themfelves 
in  time  with  thefe  Sovereign  Antidotes.  Bet- 
ter Counfel  I  cannot  give  to  the  beft  of  my 
Friends,  if  they  are  deiirous  to  fave  them- 
felves a  great  deal  of  Pain  and  Mifery,  as 
well  as  Charges,  and  render  their  Lives 
comfortable  to  themfelves  and  fervkeable  to 
others. 

The  Warmnefs  of  thefe  Medicines,  which 
is  the  only-  Objection  that  ever  I  met  with 
in  the  ufe  of  them,  is  fo  far  from  being  a 
real  Difcouragement,  as   that  upon  ferious 
and  judicious  Confiderations,    it  becomes  a 
Notable  Argument  to  enforce  the  taking  of 
them  ;  for  otherwife  they  would  be  too  weak 
to  engage  the  Original   Caufe   of    hectic, 
burning  and  putrid  Fevers  5  whereas  by  this 
active  Principle  of  Heat,  they  work  fo  ef- 
fectually upon  the  whole  Mafs  of  Chyle,  as 
to  feparate  the  (harp  and  difpirited  from  the 
nutritious  Particles  thereof,  thoroughly  in- 
iinuate  themfelves  into  all  the  Avenues  of 
the  Adverfary,  cut  and  divide  the  tough  vif- 
cous  Humours  which  diliemper  the  Veins, 
Arteries  and  Nerves,  deflroy  the  Acidity  of 
the   Nervous   Juice,    recover    the   Natural 
Temper  of  the  Animal  Spirits,  fweeten  the 
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Mafs  of  Blood,  by  feparating  the  Impurities 
thereof  by  the  Cutaneous  Glands,  gently 
forcing  aTranfoiration  of  the  Feverifh  Par- 
ticles of  the  whole,  and  fo  banifli  that  Pre- 
ternatural Heat  which  is  Proof  to  all  com- 
mon Remedies.  And  that  Difeafes  which 
carry  in  their  outward  Appearance  a  (hew  of 
preternatural  Heat  are  thus  to  be  treated 
with  warm  Medicines,  is  indeed  obfervable 
to  every  discerning  Eye  :  For  the  moil:  ma- 
lignant Fevers  are  attacked  and  conquered  by 
the  brifkeft  and  warmeft  Ale  xifh  armies  and 
the  moil  violent  Eryfipelas,  or  St  Anthony  § 
Fire,  is  difcuffed  and  breathed  out  by  ftrong 
and  ipirituous  Fomentations,  bus  are  both 
of  them  exafperated  by  refrigerating  or  cool- 
ing Medicines,  and  their  preternatural  Heat 
more  and  more  increafed,  till  the  one  at 
length  terminates  in  the  cold  fweats  of  Death, 
and  the  other  in  a  compleat  Mortification. 

To  multiply  Encomiums  of  this  kind  is 
remote  from  my  intended  Brevity,  there- 
fore take  this  remarkable  one  for  all :  The 
Efficacy  of  Specific  Medicines  may  be  ex- 
perienced from  Mr  Boyle's  unparalelled 
Treatife,  herein  referred  to,  and  from  the 
full  Defer  iptions  I  have  given  any  Chymifl 
of  Eminence,  upon  confulting  each  refpec- 
tive  Patient's  Cafe,  can  effectually  prepare 
them.  But  I  would  more  particularly  re- 
commend for  this  Purpofe  the  Skilful  Mr 
Boyle  Godfrey^  in  Covent-Garden. 

Tho.  Nevett* 
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Gentlemen, 

THE  great  Pains  and  Diligence 
You  have  employ'd  in  the  De- 
fence of  Modefty  and  Virtue,  give  You 
an  undiiputed  Title  to  the  Add  reft  of 
this  Treatife  ;  tho'  it  is  with  the  utmoft 
Concern  that  I  find  myielf  under  a  Ne- 
ceffity  of  writing  it,  and  that  after  lo 
much  Reforming,  there  fhould  be  any 
Thing  left  to  fay  upon  the  Subject,  be- 
fides    congratulating  You    upon  Your 

a  happy 
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happy  Succefs.  It  is  no  fmall  Addition 
to  my  Grief  to  obferve,  that  Your  En- 
deavours to  fupprefs  Lewdnefs  have 
only  fer.v'd  to  promote  it ;  and  that  this 
Branch  of  Immorality  has  grown  under 
Your  Hands,  as  if  it  was  prund  inftead 
of  being  lopp*d.  But  however  Your 
ill  Succefs  may  grieve,  it  cannot  aftonifh 
me:  What  elfe  could  we  hope  for, 
from  Your  perfecuting  of  poor  (trolling 
Damfels?  From  your  flopping  up  thofe 
Drams  and  Sluices  we  had  to  let  out 
Lewdnefs  ?  From  your  demolifhing 
thofe  Horn-works  and  Br  e  aft -works  of 
Modefty  ?  Thole  Ramparts  and  Ditches 
within  which  the  Virtue  of  our  Wives 
and  Daughters  lay  fo  conveniently  in- 
trencFd?  An  Intrenchmentfbmuch  the 
fafer,  by  Low  much  the  Ditches  were 
harder  to  be  fill'd  up.  Or  what  better 
could  we  expert  from  Your  Carting  of 
Bawds,  than  that  the  Great  Leviathan 
of  Leachery,  for  Want  of  thefe  Tubs 
to  play  with,  fhould,  with  one  Whisk 
of  his  Tail,  overfet  the  Vejfel  of  Mo- 
defty ? 
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defty  ?  Which,  in  her  heft  Trim,  we 
know  to  be  fomewhat  leaky,  and  to  have 
a  very  unfteady  Helm. 

An  ancient  Philofcpher  compares 
Lewdness  to  a  wild,  fiery,  arid  head- 
ftrong  young  Colt,  which  can  never  be 
broke  till  he  is  rid  into  a  Bog:  And 
Plato ,  on  the  fame  Subject,  has  theie 
Words  j  The  Gods,  fays  he,  have  given 
us  one  difobedient  and  unruly  Member , 
which ,  like  a  greedy  and  ravenous  Ani- 
mal that  wants  Food,  grows  wild  and 
furious ,  till  having  imbiVdthe  Fruit  of 
the  common  Thirji,  he  has  plentifully 
befprinkled  and  bedewed  the  Bottom  of 
the  tVomb. 

And  now  I  have  mentioned  the  Phi- 
lofophers,  I  muft  beg  Your  Patience  for 
a  Moment,  to  hear  a  Ihort  Account  of 
their  Amours :  For  nothing  will  con- 
vince us  of  the  irrefiftible  Force  of 
Love,  and  the  Folly  of  hoping  to  iup- 
prefs  it,  fooner  than  reflecting,  that  thofe 
venerable  Sages,  thole  Standards  of  Mo- 
rality, thofe  great  Reformers  of  the 
A   2  World, 
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World,  were  fo  fenfibly  touch'd  with 

this  tender  Paflion. 

Socrates  confefs'd,  that,  in  his  old 
Age,  he  felt  a  Arrange  tickling  all  over 
him  for  five  Days,  only  by  a  Girl's 
touching  his  Shoulder. 

Xenophon  made  open  Profeflion  of 
his  paffionate  Love  to  Clineas. 

Ariflippus  of  Cyrene,  writ  a  lewd 
Book  of  ancient  Delights  5  he  compar'd 
a  Woman  to  a  Houfe  or  a  Ship,  that 
was  the  better  for  being  ufed:  He  afi- 
ferted,  that  there  was  no  Crime  in  Plea- 
fare,  but  only  in  being  a  Slave  to  it : 
And  often  ufed  to  fay,  I  enjoy  Lais,  but 
Lais  does  not  enjoy  me. 

Theodoras  openly  maintain'd,  that  a 
wile  Man  might  without  Shame  or 
Scandal,  keep  Company  with  common 
Harlots. 

Plato ,  our  great  Pattern  for  chafte- 
Love,  propofes,  as  the  greater!  Reward 
for  public  Service,  that  he  who  has  per- 
fonrTd  a  fignal  Exploit,  fhould  not  be 
deny'd  any  amorous  Favour.     He  writ 
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a  Defcriptionof  the  Loves  of  his  Time, 
and  feveral  amorous  Sonnets  upon  his 
own  Minions :  His  chief  Favorites  were 
Afteras,  Dio,  Phadrus,  and  Agatho; 
but  he  had,  for  Variety,  his  Female 
Darling  Archeanajfa^  and  was  fo  noted 
for  Wantonnefs,  that  Antifihenes,  gave 
him  the  Nick-name  of  Sathoy  i.  e.  Well-* 
furniftid. 

Pole  mo  was  profecuted  by  his  Wife 
for  Male-Venery. 

Grantor  made  no  Secret  of  his  Love 
to  his  Pupil  Arceftlaus. 

Arceftlaus  made  Love  to  Demetrius 
and  Leocharusj  the  laft,  he  faid,  he 
would  fain  have  open'd:  Befides,  he 
publickly  vifited  the  two  Elean  Cour- 
tezans, Theodota  and  Philteta>  and  was 
himfelf  enjoy'd  by  Demochares  and 
Pythocles:  He  fuffer'd  the  laft,  he  faid, 
for  Patience-fake. 

Bion  was  noted  for  debauching  his 
own  Scholars, 

Ariftotle,    the   firft  Peripatetic,  had 
a  Son  call'd   Nichomacus,  by  his  Con- 
cubine 
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cubine  Herpiks :  He  lov'd  her  fb  well, 
that  he  left  her  in  his  Will  a  Talent  o  f 
Silver,  and  the  Choice  of  his  Country - 
Houfes;  that,  as  he  fays,  the  Damfel 
might  have  no  Reafon  to  complain:  He 
enjoy 'd,  befides  the  Eunuch  Hermias, 
others  fay  only  his  Concubine  Pythais, 
upon  whom  he  writ  a  Hymn,  call'd^ 
The  Injide. 

Demetrius  Phalereus,  who  had  360 
Statues  in  Athens,  kept  Lamia  for  his 
Concubine,  and  at  the  fame  time  was 
himfelf  enjoy 'd  by  Cleo:  He  writ  a 
Treatiie,  call'd,  The  Lover,  and  was 
nick-nam'd  by  the  Courtezans,  Charito, 
Blefpharus,  i.  e.  A  Charmer  of  La- 
dies j  and  Lampetes,  i.  e.  A  great  Boaf- 
ter  of  his  Abilities. 

Diogenes,  the  Cynic,  us'd  to  fay, 
that  Women  ought  to  be  in  common, 
and  that  Marriage  was  nothing  but  a 
Man's  getting  a  Woman  in  the  Mind 
to  be  lain  with :  He  often  us'd  Manual 
Venery  in  the  public  Market-place, 
with  this  Saying.     Oh !    that  I  could 
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afluage  my  Hunger  thus  with  rubbing 
of  my  Stomach  ! 

But  what  Wonder  if  the  old  Aca~ 
demies,  the  Cyrenaics,  and  Peripate- 
tics, were  fo  lewdly  wanton,  when 
the  very  Stoics,  who  prided  themfelves 
in  the  Conqueft  of  all  their  other 
Paffions,  were  fore'd  to  fubmit  to  this  ? 

Zeno,  indeed,  the  Founder  of  that 
Seel,  was  remarkable  for  his  Modefty, 
becaufe  he  rarely  made  Ufe  of  Boys, 
and  took  but  once  an  ordinary  Maid- 
Servant  to  Bed,  that  he  might  not  be 
thought  to  hate  the  Sex;  yet,  in  his 
Commonwealth,  he  was  for  a  Commu- 
nity of  Women  ;  and  writ  a  Treatife, 
wherein  he  regulated  the  Motions  of 
getting  a  Maidenhead,  and  philofophi- 
cally  prov'd  Action  and  Reaction  to 
be  equal. 

Chryfippus  and  Apollodorus  agree 
with  Zeno  in  a  Community  of  Women, 
and  fay,  that  a  wife  Man  may  be  in 
Love  with  handfome  Boys. 

Erilhjs, 
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Erillus,  a  Scholar  of  Zenos^  was  a 
notorious  Debauchee. 

I  need  not  mention  the  Epicureans 
who  were  remarkable  for  their  Ob- 
fcenity. 

Epicurus  ufed  to  make  a  Pander  of 
his  own  Brother;  and  his  Scholar,  the 
Great  Metrodorus,  viiited  all  the  noted 
Courtezans  in  Athens,  and  publicly 
kept  the  famous  Leontium,  his  Matter's 
Quondam  Miftrefs.  Yet,  if  you  will 
believe  Laertius,  he  was  every  Way  a 
good  Man. 

But  what  fhall  we  fay  of  our  Fa- 
vourite Seneca ,  who,  with  all  his  .M?- 
rals,  could  never  acquire  the  Reputa- 
tion of  Chaflity?  He  was  indeed 
fomewhat  Nice  in  his  Amours,  like 
the  Famous  Flora,  who  was  never 
enjoy'd  by  any  Thing  lefs  than  a  Dic- 
tator or  a  Conful ;  for  he  fcorn'd  to 
Intrigue  with  any  Thing  lefs  than  the 
Empreis. 

Now,  if  thofe  Reverend  School- 
Mafters  of  Antiquity,  were  fo  loofe   in 

their 
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their  Seminals,  fhall  we,  of  this  Age, 
fct  up  for  Chaftity?  Have  our  Oxford 
Students  more  Command  of  their  Pat 
fions  than  the  Stoics?  Are  our  Young 
Templars  lefs  Amorous  than  Plato  ? 
Or,  is  an  Officer  of  the  Army  lefs 
Ticklifh  in  the  Shoulder  than  Socrates? 

But  I  need  not  wafte  any  Rhetoric 
upon  fo  evident  a  Truth ;  for  plain 
and  clear  Propofitions,  like  Windows 
painted,  are  only  the  more  Oblcure 
the  more  they  are  adorn'd. 

I  will  now  fuppofe,  that  you  have 
given  up  the  Men  as  Incorrigible ; 
lince  You  are  convinc'd,  by  Experi- 
ence, that  even  Matrimony  is  not  able 
to  reclaim  them.  Marriage,  indeed,  is 
juft  fuch  a  Cure  for  Lewdnefs,  as  a 
Surfeit  is  for  Gluttony  j  it  gives  a 
Man's  Fancy  a  Diftafte  to  the  particular 
Di(h,  but  leaves  his  Palate  as  Luxuri- 
ous  as  ever :  for  this  Reafbn  we  find  fo 
many  marry 'd  Men,  that,  like  Sampfons 
Foxes,  only  do  more  Mifchief  for 
having    their   Tails    ty'd.      But  the 
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Women,  You  fay,  are  weaker  Veftels, 

and   You    are    refolv'd   to   make  them 

fubmit  5  rightly  judging,  if  You  cou'd 

make  all  the  Females  Modeft,  it  would 

put  a  confiderable  Stop  to  Fornication. 

It   is   great  Fity,  no  doubt,  fo  Fine  a 

Project  fhould  Mifcarry:    And  I  would 

willingly  entertain    Hopes   of  feeing 

one  of  thefe  Bridewell  Converts.     In 

the  mean  Time  it  would  not  be  amifs, 

if  You  chang'd   fomewhat  your  prefent 

Method    of  Converfion,    efpecially  in 

the   Article  of  Whipping.     It  is  very 

poffible,  indeed,  that  leaving    a  Poor 

Girl  Penny-lefs,  may  put  her  in  a  Way 

of  living  Honeftly,    tho'    the  want  of 

Money    was   the   only   Reafbn  of  her 

living  othervvife;    and    the    ftripping 

of  her  Naked,  may,  for  aught  I  know, 

contribute   to   Her   Modefty,  and  put 

Her  in  a  State  of  Innocence ;  but  furely, 

Gentlemen,   You  muft  all  know,   that 

Flogging  has  a  quite  contrary  Effect. 

This  Project  of  pulling  down  Bawdy- 

houfes  to  prevent   Uncleannefs>  puts 
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me  in  Mind  of  a  certain  Over-nice 
Gentleman,  who  cou'd  never  fancy 
his  Garden  look'd  fweet,  till  he  had 
demolifh'd  a  Bog-houfe  that  offended 
his  Eye  in  one  Corner  of  it  j  but  it 
was  not  long  before  every  Nofe  in  the 
Family  was  convinc'd  of  His  Miftake. 
If  Reafon  fails  to  Convince,  let  us 
profit  by  Example:  Obferve  the  Policy 
of  a  Modern  Butcher,  perfecuted  with 
a  Swarm  of  Carnivorous  Flies;  when 
all  his  Engines  and  Fly-flaps  have 
prov'd  ineffectual  to  defend  his  Stall 
againft  the  Greedy  Affiduity  of  thofe 
Carnal  Infects,  he  very  Judicioufly  cuts 
off  a  Fragment,  already  blown,  which 
ferves  to  hang  up  for  a  Cure,  and 
thus,  by  iacrifiiing  a  Small  Part,  al- 
ready Tainted,  and  not  worth  Keeping, 
he  wifely  lecures  the  Safety  of  the 
Reft.  Or,  let  us  go  higher  for  In- 
ftru&ion,  and  take  Example  by  the 
Grazier,  who  far  from  denying  his  Herd 
the  Accuftom'd  Privilege  of  Rub- 
bing, when  their  Sides  are  Stimulated 
B   2  with 
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with  fharp  Humours,  very  Induftrioufly 
fixes  a  Stake  in  the  Center  of  the  Field, 
not  fo  much,  you  may  imagine,  to 
Regale  the  Salacious  Hides  of  his 
Cattle,  as  to  preftrve  his  Young  Trees 
from  Suffering  by  the  Violence  of  their 
Friction. 

I  could  give  You  more  Examples  of 
this  Kind,  equally  full  of  InftruSion, 
but  that  I'm  loth  to  detain  You  from 
the  Perufal  of  the  following  Treatife; 
and  at  the  fame  Time  Impatient  to 
have  the  Honour  of  Subfcribing  My- 
felf 

Tour  Fellow-Reformer j 
and  Devoted  Servant, 

Phil^Pornex. 
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LEST  any  inquifitive  Reader  mould  puzzle 
his  Brains  to  find  out  why  this  Foundling  is 
thus  clandeftinely  dropt  at  his  Door,  let  it  fuf- 
fice  him,  that  the  Midwife  of  a  Printer  was  un- 
willing to  help  bring  it  into  the  World,  but  upon 
that  Condition,  or  a  much  harder,  that  of  my 
openly  Fathering  it.  I  could  make  many  other 
reafonable  Apologies,  if  requifite :  For,  befides  my 
having  folio  w'd  the  modeft  Example  of  feveral  other 
pious  Author -j,  fuch  as  that  of  E*x«v  Bctcifoxvi,  of 
the  Whole  Duty  of  Man,  Sec.  who  have  ftudied  ra- 
ther their  Country's  Publick  Good,  than  their  own 
Private  Fame  ;  I  think,  I  have  alfo  play'd  the 
Politick  Part :  for  ihould  my  Off-fpring  be  de- 
fective, why  let  it  fall  upon  the  Parilh.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  accidentally  it  prove  hopeful,  'tis 
certain  I  need  be  at  no  further  Trouble.  There 
will  then  be  Parents  enough  ready  to  own  the  Babe9 
and  take  it  upon  themfelves.  Adoption  amongft 
the  Machiavellian  Laws  of  the  Mufes  is  ftrictly  kept 
up,  and  every  day  put  in  Practice  :  How  few  of 
our  now  bright  Noblemen  would  otherwife  have 
Wit?  How  many  of  our  prefent  thriving  Poets 
would  elfe  want  a  Dinner?  'Tis  a  vulgar  Error  to 
imagine  Men  live  upon  their  own  Wits,  when 
generally  it  is  upon  others  Follies  ;  a  Fund  that 
carries  by  much  the  beft  Intereft,  and  is  by  far  upon 
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the  moft  certain  Security  of  any  :  The  Exchequer 
has  been  fhut  up,  the  Bank  has  ftopt  Payment, 
South-Sea  has  been  demolifh'd,  but  White's  was 
never  known  to  fail ;  and  indeed  how  mould  it, 
when  almoft  every  Wind  blows  to  Dover,  or 
Holyhead*  fome  frem  Proprietor  amply  qualified 
wirn  fufficient  Stock. 

I  am  in  fome  pain  for  the  Event  of  this  "Scheme, 
hoping  the  Wicked  will  .find   it  too  Grave,  and 
fearing  the  Godly  will   fcarce  venture  beyond  the 
TitJe-Page  :  And  mould  they,  even,  I  know  they'll 
object,  'tis  here  and  there  interwoven  with  too  ludi- 
crous  Expreffions,  not  confidering  that  a  dry  Ar- 
gument  has   occafion    for  the  larding   of  Gaiety 
fo  make  it  the  better  relifh.  and  go  down.     Befides, 
finding   by  the  exact  Account  tack'd  to  that  moft 
edifying   Anti-Heidegger   Difcourfe,   -f  that  eighty 
fix   Thoufand  Offenders  have  been  lately  punifh'd, 
and    that  four  hundred  Thoufand  religious  Books 
liave  been  distributed    about    Gratis  (not  to  men- 
tion the  numberlefs  Three-penny  Jobs  daily  pub- 
lifh'd   to  no  Ends,  or  Purpofe,   but  the  Author's ;) 
I  fay,  -finding  all   thefe  Meafures  have  been  taken, 
and  i\\u  Lewdnefs  ftill  fo  much  prevails,  I  thought 
it  highly  proper  to  try  this  Experiment,' being  fully 
convinced'  that  oppofite  Methods  often  take  place. 
Own,  Preferment- Hunter  \  when  failing  on  with  the 
Tide  avails   nothing,   does  not  tacking  about  fleer 
you  fometimes  into  that  fnug  Harbour,  an  Employ- 
ment ?  Speak    Hibernian   Stallion !  when   a   meek 
fawning  Adoration   turns  to  no  Account,  does  no£ 
a  pertaffuming  Arrogance  frequently  forward,  nay, 

gain 
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gain  the  critical  Minute?  And  fay,  *  Mejohinl 
where  a  Purge  fails,  is  not  a  Vomit  an  infallible 
Recipe  for  a  Loofenefs  ? 

To  conclude  ;  when  my  Arguments  are  impar- 
tially examin'd,  I  doubt  not  but  my  Readers  will 
join  with  me,  that  as  long  as  it  is  the  Nature  of 
Man  (and  Naturam  expel/as  furca  licet  ufaue  re- 
curret)  to  have  a  Salt  Itch  in  the  Breeches,  the 
Brim/tone  under  the  Petticoat  will  be  a  necelTary 
Remedy  to  lay  it ;  and  let  him  be  ever  fo  fly  in 
the  Application,  it  will  ftill  be  found  out:  What 
avails  it  then  to  affect  to  conceal  that  which  cannot 
be  concealed,  and  that  which  if  carried  on  openly 
and  above-board,  would  become  only  lefs  detri- 
mental, and  of  confequence  morejuftifiable  ? 

Be  the  Succefs  of  this  Treatife  as  it  happens,  the 
Good  of  Mankind  is  my  only  Aim ;  nor  am  I 
lefs  hearty  or  zealous  in  the  Publick  Welfare  of  my 
Country,   than  that   Noble  Pattern  of   Sincerity, 

Bifhop  B /,   who  finifhes  his  Preface  with  the 

following  Paragraph.  And  now,  O  my  G-,  the  G- 
of  my  Life,  and  of  all  my  Mercies,  I  offer  this  Work 
to  Thee,  to  whofe  Honour  it  is  chiefly  intended ;  that 
thereby  I  may  azvaken  the  World  to  jufi  Refletlions  on 
their  own  Errors  and  Follies,  and  call  on  them  to 
Acknowledge  thy  Providence*  to  adore  it,  and  ever 
to  depend  on  it. 

*  An  able  Member  of  the  College  of  Phyfkians. 
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HERE  is  nothing  more  idle,  or 
(hows  a  greater  Affectation  of  Wit, 
than  the  modern  Cuftom  of  treat- 
|  ing  the  moft  grave  Subjects  with 
Burlefque  and  Ridicule.  The  pre- 
fent  Subject  of  Whoring*  was  I  difpos'd,  would 
furnittt  me  fufficiently  in  this  kind,  and  might 
poffibly,  if  fo  handled,  excite  Mirth  in  thofe  who 
are  only  capable  of  fuch  low  Impreffions.  But, 
as  the  chief  Delign  of  this  Treatife  is  to 
promote  -the  general  Welfare  and  Happinefs 
of  Mankind,  I  hope  to  be  excus'd,  if  I  make 
no  farther  Attempts  to  pleafe,  than  are  con- 
fiftent  with  that  Delign.  The  Practice  of 
Whoring  has,  of  late  Years,  become  fo  uni- 
verfal,  and  its  Effects  fo  prejudicial  to  Man- 
kind, that  feveral  Attempts  have  been  made 
to  put  a  Stop  to  it ;  and  a  certain  Society  of 
Worthy  Gentlemen  have  undertaken  that  Af- 
fair with  a  Zeal  truly  commendable,  tho* 
the  Succefs  does  but  too  plainly  make  it  ap- 
pear,  that   they   were  miftaken  in  their  Mea- 
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fures,  and  had  not  rightly  confider'd  the  Na- 
ture of  this  Evil,  which  we  are  all  equally 
follicitous  to  prevent,  however  we  may  differ 
in  our  Opinions  as  to  the  Manner.  And  tho' 
the  Method  I  intend  to  propofe,  of  ere&ing 
Publick  Stews  for  that  purpofe,  may  feem  at 
firft  fight  fomewhat  ludicrous,  I  (hall,  never- 
thelefs,  make  it  appear  to  be  the  only  Means 
we  have  now  left  for  redreffing  this  Grie- 
vance. As  this  Redrefs  is  the  whole  Scope 
and  Defign  of  this  Treatife,  I  hope  to  be  ac- 
quitted of  my  Defign,  when  I  have  prov'd 
the  following  Propofitions :  That  publick 
Whoring  is  neither  fo  criminal  in  itfelf,  nor  fo 
detrimental  to  the  Society ',  as  private  Whoring ; 
and  that  the  encouraging  of  publick  Who- 
ring, by  erecting  Stews,  will  not  only  prevent 
mod  of  the  ill  Confequences  of  this  Vice,  but 
even  leiTen  the  Practice  of  Whoring  in  gene- 
ral, and  reduce  it  to  the  narroweft  Bounds 
which  it  can  poffibly  be  contain'd  in.  But 
before  we  proceed,  it  is  requifite  that  we  exa- 
mine what  thofe  mifchievous  Effects  are 
which  Whoring  naturally  produces,  that  we 
may  the  better  judge  whether  or  no  they 
will  be  prevented  by  this  Scheme. 

The  greateft  Evil  that  attends  this  Vice, 
or  could  well  befall  Mankind,  is  the  Propa- 
gation of  that  infectious  Difeafe,  called  the 
French-Pox,  which  in  two  Centuries,  has 
made  fuch  incredible  Havock  all  over  Europe. 

In 
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In  thefe  Kingdoms  it  fo  feldom  fails  to  attend 
JVhori?ig,  now-a-days  miftaken  for  Galla?ttry 
and  PolitenefSi  that  a  hale,  robuft  Confuta- 
tion is  efteem'd  a  Mark  of  Ungentility  j  and 
a  healthy  young  Fellow  is  look'd  upon  with 
the  fame  View,  as  if  he  had  fpent  his  Life  in 
a  Cottage.  Our  Gentlemen  of  the  Army, 
whofe  unfettled  way  of  Life  makes  it  incon- 
venient for  them  to  marry,  are  hereby  very 
much  weaken'd  and  enervated,  and  render'd 
unfit  to  undergo  fuch  Hardfhips  as  are  necef- 
fary  for  defending  and  fupporting  the  Honour 
of  their  Country :  And  our  Gentry  in  general 
feem  to  diftinguifh  themfelves  by  an  ill  State 
of  Health,  in  all  probability  the  Effect  of  this 
pernicious  Diftemper:  for  the  Secrecy  which 
moft  People  are  obliged  to  in  this  Difeafe, 
makes  the  Cure  of  it  often  ineffectual ;  and 
tho'  the  Infection  itfelf  may  poflibly  be  re- 
mov'd,  yet  for  want  of  taking  proper  Methods, 
it  generally  leaves  fuch  an  ill  Habit  of  Body  as 
is  not  eafily  recover'd.  'Tis  to  this  we  feem 
to  owe  the  Rife  of  that  Diftemper,  the  Kings- 
Evil,  never  known  till  the  French  Difeafe 
began  to  prevail  here.  But  what  makes  this 
Mifcbief  the  more  intolerable,  is,  that  the 
Innocent  muft  fuffer  by  it  as  well  as  the 
Guilty  ;  Men  give  it  to  their  Wives,  Wo- 
men to  their  Hufbands,  or  perhaps  their 
Children  j  they  to  their  Nurfes,  and  the  Nur- 
fes   again   to  other  Children  j  fo  that  no  Age, 
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Sex,  or  Condition  can  be  intirely  fafe  from 
the  Infection. 

Another  ill  Effect  of  this  Vice,  is,  its  making 
People  profufe,  and  tempting  them  to  live  be- 
yond what  their  Circumflances  will  admit  of; 
for  if  once  Men  fuffer  their  Minds  to  be  led 
aftray  by  this  unruly  Paffion,  no  worldly  Con- 
iideration  whatever  will  be  able  to  flop  it; 
and  Wenching  as  it  is  very  expensive  in  itfelf, 
without  the  ordinary  Charges  of  Phytic  or 
Children,  often  leads  Men  into  a  thoufand  other 
Vices  to  fupport  its  Extravagance:  Befides,  af- 
ter the  Mind  has  once  got  this  extravagant 
Turn,  there  naturally  follows  a  Neglect  and 
Contempt  of  Bufinefs;  and  Whoring  of  itfelf 
difpofes  the  Mind  to  fuch  a  fort  of  Indolence, 
as  is  quite  inconfiftent  with  Induftry,  the  main 
Support  of  any,  efpecially  a  trading,  Nation. 

The  murdering  of  Baflard  Infants  is  ano- 
ther Confequence  of  this  Vice,  by  much 
worfe  than  the  Vice  itfelf:  and  tho'  the  Law 
is  juftly  fevere  in  this  Particular,  as  rightly 
judging  that  a  Mind  capable  of  diverting  it- 
felf fo  intirely  of  Humanity,  is  not  fit  to  live 
in  a  civiliz'd  Nation :  yet  there  are  fo  many 
ways  of  evading  it,  either  by  destroying  the 
Infants  before  their  Birth,  or  fufTering  them 
afterwards  to  die  by  wilful  Neglect,  that 
there  apppears  but  little  Hope  of  putting  any 
Stop  to  this  Practice,  which,  befides  the  Bar- 
barity of  it?  tends  very  much  to  difpeople  the 
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Country.  And  fince  the  Profperity  of  any 
Country  is  allow'd  to  depend,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  on  the  Number  of  its  Inhabitants,  the 
Government  ought,  if  it  were  pofiible,  to  pre- 
vent any  Whoring  at  all,  as  it  evidently  hin- 
ders the  Propagation  of  the  Species :  How 
many  thoufand  young  Men  in  this  Nation 
would  turn  their  Thoughts  towards  Matri- 
mony, if  they  were  not  conftantly  deftroying 
that  Paflion,  which  is  the  only  Foundation  of 
it  ?  And  tho'  mod  of  them,  fooner  or  later, 
find  the  Inconvenience  of  this  irregular  Life, 
and  think  fit  to  confine  themfelves  to  One,  yet 
their  Bodies  are  fo  much  enervated,  by  the 
untimely  or  immoderate  Increafe  of  this  Paf- 
fion,  together  with  the  Relics  of  Venereal 
Cures,  that  they  beget  a  moft  wretched,  fee- 
ble, and  fickly  Offspring:  We  can  attribute  it 
to  nothing  elfe  but  this,  that  fo  many  of  our 
ancient  Families  of  Nobles  are  of  late  extinct. 
There  is  one  thing  more  we  ought  to  con- 
fider  in  this  Vice,  and  that  is  the  Injury  it 
does  to  particular  Perfons  and  Families ;  ei- 
ther by  alienating  the  Affections  of  Wives 
from  their  Hufbands,  which  often  proves  pre- 
judicial to  both,  and  fometimes  fatal  to  whole 
Families  j  or  elfe  by  debauching  the  Minds 
of  young  Women,  to  their  utter  Ruin  and 
Deftruction :  for  the  Reproach  they  muff  un- 
dergo, when  a  Slip  of  this  nature  is  difco- 
ver'd,  prevents  their  marrying  in  any  Degree 
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Suitable  to  their  Fortune,  and  by  degrees 
hardens  them  to  all  Senfe  of  Shame;  and 
when  they  have  once  overcome  that,  the  pre- 
fent  View  of  Intereft  as  well  as  Pleafure, 
fwavs  them  to  continue  in  the  fame  Courfe, 
till  at  length  they  become  common  Proftitutes. 
Thefe  are  the  feveral  bad  Effects  of  Who- 
ring; and  it  is  an  unhappy  Thing,  that  a 
Practice  fo  univerfal  as  this  is,  and  always 
will  be,  fhould  be  attended  with  fuch  mif- 
chievous  Confequences :  But  fince  few  or 
none  of  them  are  the  neceffary  Effects  of  Who- 
ring, confider'd  in  itfelf,  but  only  proceed 
from  the  Abufe  and  ill  Management  of  it; 
our  Bufmefs  is  certainly  to  regulate  this  Af- 
fair in  fuch  fort  as  may  beft  prevent  thefe 
Milchiefs.  And  I  muft  here  beg  pardon  of 
thofe  worthy  Gentlemen  of  the  Society,  if  I 
can't  conceive  how  the  Difcouragement  they 
have  given,  or  rather  attempted  to  give,  to 
publick  Whoring,  could  poffibly  have  the 
defired  Effect.  If  this  was  a  Vice  acquired 
by  Habit  or  Cuflom,  or  depended  upon  Edu- 
cation, as  mod  other  Vices,  there  might  be 
fome  Hopes  of  fuppreffing  it ;  and  then  it 
would,  no  doubt,  be  commendable  to  at- 
tack it,  without  Distinction,  in  whatever 
Form  or  Difguife  it  fhould  appear :  But  alas ! 
this  violent  Love  for  Women  is  born  and 
bred  with  us;  nay,  it  is  abfolutely  neceffa- 
ry to  our  being  born    at   all :  And  however 
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fome  People  may  pretend,  that  unlawful  En- 
joyment is  contrary  to  the  Law  of  Nature, 
this  is  certain,  that  Nature  never  fails  to  fur- 
nifti  us  largely  with  this  Paffion,  tho'  (he  is  of- 
ten fparing  to  beftow  upon  us  fuch  a  Portion  of 
Reafon  and  Reflection  as  is  neceffary  to  curb  it. 

That  long  Courfe  of  Experience  which 
moft  of  thefe  Gentlemen  have  had  in  the 
World,  and  which  is  of  fo  great  Ufe  in  other 
Cafes,  may  probably  occafion  their  Mi- 
ftake  in  this ;  for  Age  is  very  liable  to  forget 
the  violence  of  youthful  Paflions,  and,  con- 
fequently,  apt  to  think  them  eafier  curb'd: 
whereas  if  we  conlider  the  true  Source  of  Who- 
ring, and  the  ftrong  Impulfe  of  Nature  that 
way,  we  fhall  find,  it  is  a  Thing  not  to  be 
too  violently  reftrain'dj  left,  like  a  Stream 
diverted  out  of  its  proper  Channel,  it  mould 
break  in  and  overflow  the  neighbouring 
Inclofures. 

Hiftory  affords  us  feveral  Inftances  of  this 
Truth;  I  mall  mention  but  one,  and  that 
is  of  Pope  Sixtus  the  Fifth,  who  was  fo 
ftrictly  ievere  in  the  Execution  of  Juftice,  if 
fuch  Severity  may  be  call'd  Juftice,  and  parti- 
cularly, againft  Offenders  of  this  kind,  that  he 
condemned  a  young  Man  to  the  Galleys,  only 
for  fnatehing  a  Kifs  of  a  Damfel  in  the  Street: 
yet  notwithftanding  this  his  Holinefss  Zeal, 
he  never  attempted  once  to  extirpate  Whoring 
intirely:  But  like  a  true  Paftor  feparated  the 
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clean  Sheep  from  the  unclean,  and  eonfin'd  all 
the  Courtezans  to  one  Quarter  of  the  City.  It  is 
true,  he  did  attempt  to  moderate  this  Vice,  and 
banifh'd  as  many  Courtezans  as  he  thought 
exceeded  the  neceflary  Number  -,  but  he  was 
foon  convinc'd  of  the  Error  of  his  Computa- 
tion, for  Sodomy ,  and  a  thoufand  other  unna- 
tural Vices  fprung  up,  which  forc'd  him  foon 
to  recal  them,  and  has  left  us  a  remarkable 
Inftance  of  the  Vanity  of  fuch  Attempts. 

Let  us  now  proceed  to  the  Proof  of  our 
Proportion,  in  the  firft  Part  of  which,  it  was 
aliened,  That  publick  Whoring  is  neither  fo 
Criminal  in  itfelf,  nor  fo  Detrimental  to  the 
Society,  as  private  Whoring. 

Publick  Whoring  confifts  in  lying  with  a 
certain  Set  of  Women,  who  have  (hook  off 
all  Pretence  to  Modefty ;  and  for  fuch  a  Sum 
of  Money,  more  or  lefs,  profefs  themfelves 
always  in  a  Readinefs  to  be  enjoy 'd.  The 
Mifchief  a  Man  does  in  this  Cafe  is  intirely 
to  himfelf;  for  with  refpect  to  the  Woman,  he 
does  a  laudable  Action,  in  furnifhing  her 
with  the  Means  of  Subfiftence,  in  the  only,  or 
at  leaft  moil  innocent  way  that  (he  is  capa- 
ble of  procuring  it.  The  Damage  he  does 
to  himfelf,  is  either  with  regard  to  his  Health, 
or  the  Expence  of  Money,  and  may  be  con- 
fider'd  under  the  fame  View  as  Drinking, 
with  this  confiderable  Advantage,  that  it 
reitores  us  to  that  cool  Exercife  of  our  Reafon, 
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which  Drinking  tends  to  deprive  us  of.  In* 
deed  was  there  a  Probability  of  a  Woman's 
Amendment,  and  of  her  gaining  a  Livelihood 
by-fome  honefter  Method,  there  might  be  fome 
Crime  in  encouraging  her  to  follow  fuch  a 
Profeffion:  But  the  Minds  of  Women  are 
obferv'd  to  be  lb  much  corrupted  by  the  Lofs 
of  Chaftity,  or  rather  by  the  Reproach  they 
fuffer  upon  that  Lofs,  that  they  feldom  or  ne- 
ver change  that  Courfe  of  Life  for  the  bet- 
ter ;  and  if  they  fhould,  they  can  never  re- 
cover that  good  Name,  which  is  fo  abfolutely 
neceflary  to  their  getting  a  Maintenance  in 
any  honeft  Way  whatever  j  and  that  nothing 
but  meer  Neceffity  obliges  them  to  continue 
in  that  Courfe,  is  plain  from  this,  That  they 
themfelves  in  Reality  utterly  abhor  it:  And 
indeed  there  appears  nothing  in  it  fo  very  al- 
luring and  bewitching,  efpecially  to  People 
who  have  that  Inclination  to  Lewdnefs  in- 
tireiy  extinguiuYd,  which  is  the  only  thing 
could  poffibly  make  it  fupportable, 

The  other  Branch  of  Whoring,  viz.  Pri- 
vate, is  of  much  worfe  Confequence ;  and  a 
Man's  Crime  in  this  Cafe  increaies  in  pro- 
portion t©  the  different  Degree  of  Mifchief 
done,  if  you  confider  his  Crime  with  regard 
to  the  Society  >  for  as  to  perfonal  Guilt,  Al- 
lowance ought  to  be  made  for  the  Increafe  of 
Temptation,  which  is  very  confiderable  in 
the     Cafe    of  debauching    Married    Women; 
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upon  accont  of  the  Safety  to  the  Aggreffor, 
either  with  Refpect  to  his  Health,  or  the 
Charge,  and,  if  that  affects  him,  the  Scandal 
of  having  a  Baftard.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  Injury  done,  is  very  confiderable,  as  fuch 
an  Action  tends  to  corrupt  a  Woman's  Mind, 
and  deftroy  that  mutual  Love  and  Affection 
between  Man  and  Wife,  which  is  fo  neceffary 
to  both  their  Happinefs.  Befides,  the  Rifqne 
run  of  a  Difcovery,  which  at  leafl  ruins  a 
Woman's  Reputation,  and  deftroys  the  Huf- 
band's  Quiet  j  nay,  where  Virtue  does  not 
intirely  give  way,  if  it  warps  but  ever  fo 
little,  the  Confequence  is  mockingly  fatal : 
for  tho'  the  good  Man,  fufpicious  of  the 
Wife's  Chaftity,  the  Wife  of  the  Gallant's 
Conftancy,  and  the  Gallant  of  the  Hufband's 
Watchfulnefs,  by  being  a  Check  upon  each 
other,  may  keep  the  Gate  of  Virtue  fhut  j  yet 
then  even  all  Parties  muff  be  attended  with  a 
never-ceafing  Mifery,  nor  to  be  imagin'd,  but 
by  thofe  who  too  fatally y^/  it. 

The  Crime  of  debauching  young  Virgins 
will  appear  much  greater,  if  we  confider  that 
there  is  much  more  Mifcheif  done,  and  the 
Temptation  to  do  it  much  leffen'd  by  the  fear 
of  getting  Children ;  which,  in  moll  Circum- 
ffances  of  Life,  does  a  Man  a  deal  of  Prejudice, 
and  keeps  at  leaft  three  Parts  in  four  of  our 
fober  Youth  from  gratifying  this  violent  PaA 
fion.     Beiides,  the  Methods  that  are  neceffary 
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to  be  taken,  before  a  Man  can  have  fuch 
an  A<ftion  in  his  Power,  are  in  themfelves 
Criminal  ;  and  it  mows  a  certain  Bafenefs  of 
Mind  to  perfuade  a  Woman,  by  a  thoufand 
folemn  Vows  and  Proteftations,  into  fuch  a 
good  Opinion  of  you,  and  AfTurance  of  your 
Love  to  her,  that  fhe  trufts  you  with  all  that 
is  dear  and  near  to  her;  and  this  with  no 
other  View  but  the  Gratification  of  a  prefent 
Paffion,  which  might  be  otherwife  vented, 
than  at  the  certain  Expence  of  her  Ruin,  and 
putting  her  under  the  Neceffity  of  leading- 
the  Life  of  a  Publick  Courtezan. 

From  this  general  Confideration  of  Who- 
ring, it  is  evident,  that  tho'  all  the  feveral  Spe- 
cies of  it  proceed  from  the  fame  Caufe,  our 
natural  Love  and  Paffion  for  Women,  yet 
they  are  very  different  in  their  Natures,  and 
fully  as  diffcincl  Crimes  as  thofe  which  pro- 
ceed from  our  Love  to  Money,  fuch  as  Mur- 
der, Shoplifting,  &c.  And  I  hope  I  have  faid 
enough  to  prove,  that  the  Publick  Part  of  it 
is  by  far  the  leaft  Criminal,  and  leaft  Detri- 
mental to  the  Society ;  which  of  itfelf  is  a  fuffi- 
cient  Motive  for  the  Legijlature  to  confine 
it  to  that  Channel.  I  (nail  now  proceed 
farther,  and  mow,  as  I  before  propos'd,  that 
the  encouraging  of  Publick  Whoring,  will 
not  only  prevent  moft  of  the  mifchievous 
Effects  of  this  Vice,  but  even  lefTen  the  Prac- 
tice of  Whoring  in  general,  and  reduce  it  to 
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the  narroweft  Bounds  which  it  can  poffibly  be 
contain'd  in. 

When  I  talk'd  of  encouraging  publick 
Whoring,  I  would  be  underftood  to  mean, 
not  only  the  erecting  Publick  Stews,  as 
I  at  firft  hinted,  but  alfo  the  endowing 
them  with  fuch  Privileges  and  Immunities, 
and  at  the  fame  time  giving  fuch  Difcourage- 
ment  to  private  Whoring,  as  may  be  moft 
effectual  to  turn  the  general  Stream  of  Lewd- 
nefs  into  this  common  Channel. 

I  {hall  here  lay  down  a  Plan  for  this  Pur- 
pofe,  which,  tho'  it  may  well  ferve  to  illu- 
strate this  Point,  and  make  good  the  Proof  of 
my  prefent  Argument,  would  doubtlefs 
receive  infinite  Improvement  by  coming 
through  the  Hands  of  a  National  Senate ', 
whofe  auguft  Body,  being  compos'd  of  Spiri- 
tuals as  well  as  Temporals  >  will,  I  hope,  take 
Into  Gonfideration  this  Important  Affair,  which 
fo  nearly  concerns  both. 

The  Plan  I  would  propofe,  is  this:  Let  a 
hundred  or  more  Houfes  be  provided  in  fome 
convenient  Quarter  of  the  City,  and  propor- 
tionably  in  every  Country-Town,  fufficient 
to  contain  two  thoufand  Women :  If  a  hun- 
dred are  thought  fufficient,  let  a  hundred 
Matrons  be  appointed,  one  to  each  Houfe,  of 
Abilities  and  Experience  enough  to  take  upon 
|hern  the  Management  of  twenty  Courtezans 
pach,    to  fee   that   they   keep  themfelves  neat 
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and  decent,  and  entertain  Gentlemen  after  a 
civil  and  obliging  Manner.  For  the  encou- 
ragement of  fuch  Matrons,  each  Houfe  muft 
be  allow'd  a  certain  Quantity  of  all  forts  of 
Liquor,  Cuftom  and  Excife  free  3  by  which 
Means  they  will  be  enabled  to  accommodate 
Gentlemen  handfomely,  without  that  Imposi- 
tion fo  frequently  met  with  in  fuch  Houfes. 
Befides  the  hundred  abovemention'd,  there 
muft  be  a  very  large  Houfe  fet  apart  for  an 
Infirmary,  and  Provifion  made  for  two  able 
Phyficians,  and  four  Surgeons  at  leaft\  Laft- 
ly,  there  muft  be  three  Commiffioners  ap- 
pointed to  fuperintend  the  whole,  to  hear  and 
redrefs  Complaints,  and  to  fee  that  each 
Houfe  punctually  obferves  fuch  Rules  and  Or- 
ders as  fhall  be  thought  neceffary  for  the 
good  Government  of  this  Community.  For 
the  better  Entertainment  of  all  Ranks  and 
Degrees  of  Gentlemen,  we  (hall  divide  the 
twenty  Women  of  each  Houfe  into  four  Claf- 
fes,  who  for  their  Beauty,  or  other  Qualifica- 
tions may  juftly  challenge  different  Prices. 

The  firft  Clafs  is  to  confift  of  eight,  who 
may  legally  demand  from  each  Vifitant  Half 
a  Crown.  The  fecond  Clafs  to  confift  of  fix, 
whofe  fix'd  Price  maybe  a  Crown.  The  third 
Clafs  of  four,  at  half  a  Guinea  each.  The  re- 
maining two  make  up  the  fourth  Clafs,  and  are 
defign'd  for  Perfons  of  the  firft  Rank,  who  can 
afford  to  pay  a  Guinea  for  the  Elegancy  of  their 
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Tafte.  To  defray  the  Charges  of  this  Efta- 
bliftiment,  will  require  but  a  very  moderate 
Tax :  For  if  the  firft  Clafs  pays  but  forty 
Shillings  Yearly,  and  the  reft  in  Propor- 
tion, it  will  amount  to  above  io,ooo  /. 
a  Year,  which  will  not  only  pay  the  Commif- 
iioners  Salaries,  Surgeons  Chefts,  and  other 
Contingencies,  but  likewife  eftablifh  a  good 
Fund  for  the  Maintenance  of  Illegitimate  Or- 
phans and  fuperannuated  Courtezans. 

For  the  better  Government  of  this  Society, 
it  will  be  neceffary  that  the  Miftrefs  have  an 
abfolute  Command  in  her  own  Houfe,  and 
that  no  Woman  be  fuffer'd  to  go  abroad 
without  her  Leave.  No  Woman  muft  be 
iuffer'd  to  lie  in,  within  the  Houfe;  nor  any 
young  Children  admitted  under  any  Pretence. 
No  Mufick  or  Revelling  to  be  allow'd  in  any 
Room,  to  the  Difturbancc  of  the  reft.  No 
Gentlemen  diforderly  or  drunk,  to  be  admit- 
ted at  an  unfeafonable  Hour,  without  the 
Confent  of  the  Miftrefs:  And,  in  cafe  of  Vio- 
lence, (lie  muft  be  empower'd  to  call  the  Ci- 
vil Aid. 

For  the  Society's  Security  in  Point  of  Health, 
it  muft  be  order'd,  That  if  any  Gentleman 
complains  of  receiving  an  Injury,  and  the 
Woman,  upon  Search,  be  found  tainted,  with- 
out having  difcover'd  it  to  the  Miftrefs,  fhe 
{hall  be  ftripp'd  and  cafhier'd.  But  if  a  Wo- 
man diicovers  her  Misfortune  before  anv  Com- 
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plaint  is  made  againft  her,  me  mall  be  fent 
to  the  Infirmary t  and  cured  at  the  Publick 
Charge.  No  Woman  that  has  been  twice  pox'd 
fhall  ever  be  re-admitted.  Note,  That  three 
Claps  (hall  be  reckon'd  equivalent  to  one  Pox, 

But  as  no  Society  ever  fram'd  a  compleat 
Body  of  Laws  at  once,  till  overfeen  Ac- 
cidents had  taught  them  Forefight,  we  (hall 
refer  the  farther  Regulation  of  thefe  Laws, 
with  whatever  new  ones  (hall  be  thought 
neceffary,  to  the  Wifdom  of  the  Legijlature, 

The  Publick  Stews  being  thus  erected  and 
govern'd  by  good  and  wholefome  Laws,  there 
remains  nothing  to  compleat  this  Project,  but 
that  proper  Meafures  be  taken  effectually  to 
difcourage  all  other  Kinds  of  Whoring  what- 
foever.  And  here  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  thofe 
worthy  Gentlemen  of  the  Society,  who  have 
hitherto  diftinguifh'd  their  Zeal  to  fo  little 
Purpofe,  will  now  exert  themfelves  where 
they  have  fo  good  a  Profpect  of  Succefs  j  for 
altho'  a  poor  Itinerant  Courtezan  could  not 
by  any  Means  be  perfuaded  to  ftarve  at  the 
Initigation  of  a  Reforming  Conftable,  yet  a 
little  Bridewell  Rhetorick,  or  the  Terrors  of 
a  Transportation,  will  foon  convince  her  that 
fhe  may  live  more  comfortably  and  honeftly  in 
a  Publick  Stew.  If  there  are  any  fo  foolim  as 
to  love  Rambling  better,  or  who  are  not  qua- 
lify'd  to  pleafe  Gentlemen  according  to  Law, 
they  ought  to ,  be  tranfported ;  for  Bridewell, 
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as  it  is  now  manag'd,  only  makes  them  poorer, 
and  confequently  lays  them  under  a  greater 
Neceffity  than  ever  of  continuing  Proftitutes. 

Let  us  now  fuppofe,  for  Brevity  fake, 
that  the  Publick  Stews  are  as  much  as 
partible  favour'd  and  encourag'd,  and  that 
all  the  other  Branches  of  this  Vice  have  the 
utmoft  Rigour  of  the  Laws  exerted  againfl 
them. 

It  now  remains  for  me  to  (how  what  Be- 
nefit the  Nation  would  receive  thereby, 
and  how  this  Project  would  prevent  or  in 
any  Degree  alleviate  thofe  Mifcheifs  which 
I  have  mention'd  to  be  the  neceffary  Con- 
fequences  of  this  Vice.  As  for  any  Objections 
that  may  be  rais'd  againfl:  me,  either  Chrifti- 
a?i  or  Moral,  I  fhali  refer  them  to  the  Clofe 
of  this  Difcourfe. 

Firfl  then,  I  fay,  the  Nation  would  re- 
ceive a  general  Benefit  by  having  fuch  a  con- 
fiderable  Number  of  its  moft  diforderly  In- 
habitants brought  to  live  after  a  regular 
civiliz'd  Manner.  There  is,  one  Year  with 
another,  a  certain  Number  of  young  Women 
who  arrive  gradually,  Step  by  Step,  at  the  high- 
eft  Degree  of  Impudence  and  Lewdnefs.  Thefe 
Women,  befides  their  Incontinence,  are  com- 
monly guilty  of  almoft  the  whole  Catalogue  of 
immoral  Actions:  The  Reafon  is  evident j 
They  are  utterly  abandoned  by  their  Pa- 
rents, and  thereby  reduc'd  to  the  laft  De- 
gree 
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gree  of  Shifting -Poverty;  if  their  Lewdnefs 
cannot  fupply  their  Wants,  they  muft  have 
Recourfe  to  Methods  more  criminal,  fuch  as 
Lying,  Cheating,  open  Theft,  &c.  Not  that 
thefe  are  the  necelTary  Concomitants  of  Lewd- 
nefs, or  have  the  leaft  Relation  to  it,  as  all 
lewd  Men  of  Honour  can  teftify ;  but  the 
Treatment  fuch  Women  meet  with  in  the 
World,  is  the  Occafion  of  it. 

Thofe  Females,  who  either  by  the  Frigi- 
dity of  their  Conftitutions,  a  lucky  Want  of 
Temptation,  or  any  other  Caufe,  have  pre- 
ferv'd  their  Chaftity ;  and  the  Men,  in  gene- 
ral, Chafte  or  Unchafte,  are  fo  outrageous 
againft  thefe  Delinquents,  that  they  make 
no  Diftinclion :  all  of  them  are  branded 
with  the  fame  opprobrious  Title,  they  are 
all  treated  with  the  fame  Contempt,  all 
equally  defpis'd;  fo  that  let  them  be  guilty 
of  what  other  Crimes  they  pleafe,  they 
cannot  add  one  Jot  to  the  Shame  they  already 
undergo.  Having  thus  remov'd  the  Fear  of 
worldly  Reproach,  which  is  juftly  efteem'd 
the  greateft  Bulwark  of  Morality,  it  is  no 
wonder  if  thefe  Women,  infenfible  of  Shame, 
and  prick'd  on  by  Want,  commit  any  Crimes, 
where  they  are  not  deter'd  by  the  Fear  of 
corporal  Punimments.  But  the  Cafe  now 
will  be  quite  alter'd  ;  thefe  Women,  as  foon 
as  they  have  attain'd  a  competent  Share  01 
AfTurance,  and  before  they  are  pinch'd  with 
D  the 
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the  Extreme  of  Poverty,  will  enter  them- 
felves  in  fome  of  the  abovementioned  Gaffes 
of  profefs'd  Courtezans  j  where,  inftead  of 
being  necefTarily  difhoneft,  they  will  have 
more  Inducements  to  Honefty  than  any  other 
Profeffion  whatfoever.  The  fame  Money 
defends,  as  well  as  it  corrupts  a  Prime 
Minifler :  A  Churchman  takes  Sanctuary 
in  a  Gown,  and  who  dare  accufe  a  Mitre 
of  Simony  f  Accufe  a  Colonel  of  Injuftice, 
he  is  try'd  by  his  Board  of  Officers,  and  your 
Information  is  falfe,  fcandalous,  and  mali- 
cious. A  Lawyer  cheats  you  according  to 
Law;  and  you  may  thank  the  Phyjician,  if 
you  live  to  complain  of  him.  Over-reaching 
in  Trade,  is  prudent  Dealing ;  and  Mecha- 
nick  Cunning,  is  ftiled  Handicraft.  Not 
ib  fares  the  poor  Courtezan ;  if  {he  commits 
but  one  ill  Action,  if,  for  Inftance,  (he 
mould  circumvent  a  Gentleman  of  a  Snuff- 
Box,  me  can  hardly  efcape  Detection ;  and 
the  firft  Difcoverv  ruins  her;  (he  is  banim'd 
the  Publick  Stews,  mark'd  out  for  Infamy, . 
and  can  have  no  better  Profpect  than  a  Trans- 
portation. On  the  other  hand,  the  Motives 
to  Honefty  will  be  as  great  here  as  any- 
where :  It  is  natural  for  Mankind  to  regard 
chiefly  the  good  Opinion  of  thofe  with  whom 
they  converfe,  and  to  neglect  that  of  Stran- 
gers :  Now  in  this  Community,  Lewdnefs 
not  being   efteem'd  a   Reproach,  but  rather  a 
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Commendation,  they  will  fet  a  Value  on 
their  good  Name,  and  ftand  as  much  upon 
the  Puncto  of  Honour,  as  the  reft  of  Man- 
kind; being  mov'd  by  the  fame  commenda- 
ble Emulation,  and  deter'd  by  greater,  or 
at  leaft  more  certain  Punifliments.  Befides 
this  Reformation  in  Point  of  Honefty,  the 
Publick  will  receive  another  Benefit  in  being 
freed  from  thofe  nocturnal  Diforders,  Quar- 
rels and  Brawlings,  which  are  occafion'd 
by  vagrant  Punks,  and  the  Number  of  pri- 
vate Brothels  difpers'd  throughout  the  City, 
to  the  great  Disturbance  of  its  fober  Inha- 
bitants. 

We  have  already  mention'd  the  French 
Difeafe  as  one  of  the  worft  Attendants  up- 
on Lewdnefs,  and  with  good  Reafon ;  for  in 
the  Enjoyment  of  this  Life,  Health  is  the 
fine  qua  non  :  i.  e.  the  greateft  Happinefs.  And 
this  Diftemper  has  one  Thing  in  it  peculiarly 
inveterate,  as  if  it  came  out  of  Pandora  s  worft 
Box ;  there  is  no  other  Diforder,  but  what  at 
lome  Age,  or  in  fome  particular  Conftitution, 
will  abate  of  itfelf  without  the  Application  of 
Medicines  j  but  this  is  fuch  a  bufy  reftlefs  Ene- 
my, that  unlels  refifted,  he  is  never  at  a 
Stand,  but  gathers  Strength  every  Day,  to 
the  utter  Difquiet  of  the  Patient.  Now  it  is 
fo  evident  that  the  Publick  Stews,  when 
well  regulated,  will  prevent  the  Spreading 
of  this  Plague,  that  a  prolix  and  tedious 
D  2  Proof 


C  ^°  ) 

Proof  of  it  would  look  like  Declaiming. 
As  this  Difeafe  has  its  Spring  and  Source  en- 
tirely from  publick  Whoring,  and  from 
thence  creeps  into  private  Families;  fo  it 
likewife  receives  continual  Supplies  and  Re- 
cruits thro'  the  fame  Channel:  When  this 
Source  is  once  dry'd  up  the  Nation  will  na- 
turally recover  its  priftine  Health  and  Vi- 
gour :  And  this  cannot  fail  to  happen,  if 
due  Care  be  taken  to  keep  the  Stews  free 
from.  Infection ;  for  what  young  Fellow 
will  be  fo  induftrioufly  mad,  as  to  take 
Pains  to  run  his  Head  into  an  Apothecary's 
Shop,  when  he  may  with  fo  much  Eafe 
and  Conveniency,  and  without  the  Fear 
of  a  Reforming  Officer,  both  fecure  his 
Health  and  gratify  his  Fancy  with  fuch  a 
Variety  of  Miftreffes. 

'Tis  true,  the  keeping  of  the  Publick 
Stews  fo  very  fafe,  will  appear  a  difficult 
Tafk,  at  firft  Sight;  but  not  fo  if  we  con- 
fider  the  Cafe  a  little  nearer.  This  Difeafe 
is  propagated  reciprocally  from  the  Woman 
to  the  Man,  and  from  the  Man  to  the 
Woman;  but  the  firft  is  the  moft  common 
for  feveral  Reafons:  We  are  not  like  Cocks 
or  Town-Bulls,  who  have  a  whole  Seraglia 
of  Females  entirely  and  folely  at  their  De- 
votion ;  on  the  contrary,  one  induftrious 
Pains-taking  Woman,  who  lays  herfelf  out 
that    Way,    is    capable    of   fatisfying    feveral 
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rampant  Males-,  infomuch,  that  a  felect 
Number  of  Women  get  a  handfome  Live- 
lihood by  being  able  to  oblige  fuch  a  Num- 
ber of  Cuftomers.  Now,  if  but  a  few  of 
thefe  Women  are  unfound,  they  can  infect 
a  great  many  Men ;  whereas  thefe  Men 
have  neither  Power  nor  Inclination  to  infect 
the  like  Number  of  Women.  I  fay,  In- 
clination; for  a  Woman,  to  raife  Money 
for  the  Surgeon's  Fee,  may  counterfeit  Plea- 
fure  when  (lie  really  receives  Pain  ;  nay,  me 
may  even  venture  to  complain  of  being  hurt : 
for  the  Man  will  attribute  the  Pain  he  gives 
her,  either  to  her  Chaftity,  or  his  own  Vi- 
gour ;  not  dreaming,  perhaps,  that  he  has 
molefted  a  Shanker.  This  a  Female  may 
do,  as  being  only  paffive  in  the  Affair, 
but  a  Man  mud  have  real  Fancy  and  In- 
clination before  he  is  qualify 'd  to  enter  up- 
on  Action :  And  how  far  this  Fancy  to 
Woman  may  be  cool'd  by  a  flinging  Go- 
norrhoea, I  leave  the  experienc'd  Reader  to 
judge;  and  whether  a  Man  won't  rather 
employ  his  Thoughts  upon  his  round  Diet,  i.  e. 
Pills,  how  to  digeft  2  at  Night,  and  3  in 
the  Morning;  what  Conveyance  to  find 
out  when  poach'd  Eggs  grow  naufeous, 
and  how  to  preferve  his  Linnen  from  being 
fpeckled ;  with  a  Thoufand  other  Particulars 
that  occur  to  a  Man  in  this  Diftrefs:  but 
thefe   are   fufiicient,   with    the    Affiflance    of 
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a  Cordee,  to  bridle  any  moderate  Paffion. 
So  that  from  the  whole  we  may  fafely  draw 
this  Conclufion;  That  fince  the  Men  are 
fo  feldom  guilty  of  tranfgreffing  in  this  Kind, 
the  fpreading  of  this  Diftemper  muft  be 
owing  to  the  Neglect  of  Cure  in  the  Wo- 
men. Now  the  Public k  Stews  will  .  be  fo 
regulated,  that  a  Woman  cannot  poffibly 
conceal  her  Misfortune  long;  nay,  it  will 
be  highly  her  Intereft  to  make  the  firft 
Difcovery;  fo  that  whatever  Damage  the  So- 
ciety may  fuftain  at  finft,  when  Claps  are 
moft  current,  it  will  be  loon  repair'd,  and  this 
Diftemper,  in  Time,  entirely  rooted  out.  But 
of  this  enough. 

The  next  Thing  that  comes  to  be  con- 
fider'd  in  this  Vice,  is  the  Expence  it  occa- 
fions,  and  the  Neglect  of  worldly  Bufinefs, 
by  employing  fo  much  of  our  Time  and 
Thoughts;  for  let  a  Man  have  ever  fo  much 
Bufinefs,  it  can't  ftop  the  Circulation  of  his 
Blood,  or  prevent  the  Seminal  Secretion : 
for  Sleeping  or  Waking,  the  Spermaticks 
will  do  their  Office,  tho'  a  Man's  Thoughts 
may  be  fo  much  employ'd  about  other 
Affairs,  that  he  cannot  attend  to  every  mi- 
nute Titillation.  A  Man  of  Pleafure,  in- 
deed, may  make  this  copulative  Science  his 
whole  Study;  and,  by  Idlenefs  and  Luxury, 
may   prompt   Nature   that  Way,  and  fpur  up 
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the  Spirits  to  Wantonnefs:  bat  then  his 
Conftitution  will  be  the  iooner  tired;  for 
the  Animal  Spirits  being  exhaufted  by  this 
Anticipation,  his  Body  mud  be  weaken'd, 
and  his  Nerves  relax'd  ;  neither  will  his  irre- 
gular effeminate  Life  affift  them  in  recover- 
ing their  former  Force.  Befides,  thofe  Parts 
which  more  particularly  fuffer  the  Violence 
of  this  Exercife,  are  liable  to  many  Acci- 
dents ;  and  Men  of  Pleafure,  though  other- 
wife  pretty  healthy,  are  often  troubled  with 
Gleets  and  WeaknefTes,  either  by  a  former 
Ulceration  of  the  Projirates,  or  elfe  fome 
violent  Over-ftraining,  which  occafions  this 
Relaxation.  Thefe  Men,  'tis  true,  will  talk 
very  lufcioufly  of  Women;  but,  pretend 
what  they  pleafe,  they  can  never  have 
that  burning  Defire  which  they  had  for- 
merly, when  their  VefTels  were  in  full  Vi- 
gour. The  Truth  is,  their  Luff,  lies  chiefly 
in  their  Brain,  kept  alive  by  the  Impreffion 
of  former  Ideas,  which  are  not  fo  eaiily 
rubb'd  out  as  the  Titillation  which  created 
them ;  and  this  Paffion  comes  to  be  fo  di- 
minifhed,  that,  in  Time,  it  changes  its  Refi- 
dence  from  the  Glans  Penis  to  the  Glan- 
dula  Penealis.  A  Man  of  Bufinefs,  on 
the  contrary,  or  one  who  leads  a  fober  re- 
gular Life,  will  feldomer  be  attack'd  by 
thefe  wanton  Fits,  but  then  they  will  come 
with  double  the  Violence ;  for  though  it  is  a 
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common  received  Opinion,  that  the  longer 
a  Man  refrains,  the  better  he  is  able  to 
refrain,  yet  it  is  only  true  in  one  Senfe, 
and  amounts  to  no  more  than  this:  That 
if  a  Man  has  been  able,  for  fuch  and  fuch 
Reafons,  to  curb  this  Paffion,  for  Inftance, 
a  Month,  he  will,  if  the  fame  Reafons  hold, 
and  without  an  additional  Temptation,  be 
able  to  curb  it  a  Month  longer  ;  but,  ne- 
verthelefs,  he  may  have  Defires  much  ftron- 
ger  than  a  Man  who,  for  want  of  thefe 
Motives  to  Abftinence,  gratifies  them  every 
Day.  If  there  are  fome  Men  of  a  parti- 
cular Conftitution,  whofe  puny  Defires  may 
be  ealily  block'd  up  with  the  Affiftance 
of  three  fmall  Buttons:  or  elfe  endow'd 
with  fuch  an  extraordinary  Strength  of  Rea- 
fon,  that  they  can  mafter  the  moll:  ram- 
pant Sallies  of  this  raging  Paffion;  I  hear- 
tily congratulate  their  happy  Conquer!,  but 
have  nothing  more  to  do  with  them  at 
prefent,  the  Publick  Stews  not  being  de- 
iign'd  for  fu:h :  I  am  here  fpeaking  of  thofe 
Men  of  Burinefs,  who,  notwithftanding  their 
Abftinence  or  the  Regularity  of  their  Lives, 
are  fome  times  prevailed  upon  to  quench  thefe 
amorous  Heats;  and,  I  fay,  in  fuch  Men  the 
Paffion  is  much  ftronger  than  in  Men  of 
Pleafure,  and  that  their  Abftinence  contri- 
butes  to  heighten   the    Violence  of  the    De- 
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for  the  Fancy  not  being  cloy'd  with  too 
frequent  Enjoyment,  presently  takes  fire;  and 
the  Spermaticks,  not  being  weaken'd  with 
forc'd  Evacuations,  are  in  their  full  Vigour, 
and  give  the  Nerves  a  moft  exquifite  Sen- 
fation :  fo  that  upon  the  leaft  toying  with 
an  alluring  Wench,  the  Blood-Veffels  are 
ready  to  ftart;  and  to  ufe  Othello's  Words,, 
The  very  Senfe  aches  at  her. 

Now,  what  (hall  this  Man  do,  when  he 
has  once  taken  the  Refolution  to  make  him- 
ielf  eafy  ?  He  muft  either  venture  upon  the 
Publick,  where,  it  is  Odds,  he  may  meet 
with  a  Mifchance  that  will  either  drain  his 
Pocket,  and  make  him  unfit  for  any  Bufi- 
nefs,  at  leaft  without  Doors  ;  or  elfe  he  muft 
employ  both  his  Time  and  Rhetoric,  and 
perhaps  too  his  Purfe,  in  deluding  fome  mo- 
deft  Girl;  which,  befides  the  Lofs  of  Time 
in  carrying  on  fuch  an  Intrigue,  is  apt  to  give 
the  Head  fuch  an  amorous  Turn  as  is  quite 
inconfiftent  with  Bufinefs,  and  may  probably 
lead  a  Man  into  After-Expences,  which  at  nrft 
he  never  dreamt  of. 

Now  to  remedy  all  thefe  Inconveniences, 
the  Publick  Stews  will  be  always  ready 
and  open,  where  a  Man  may  regulate  his 
Expences  according  to  his  Abilitv,  from 
Half  a  Crown  to  a  Guinea;  and  that  too 
without  endangering  his  Health:  And  be- 
fides, which  is  chiefly  to  be  confulei'd,  if 
E  a 
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a  Man  mould  be  overtaken  with  a  fudden 
Gun:  of  Lechery,  it  will  be  no  Hindrance 
to  him  even  in  the  greateft  Hurry  of  Bufi- 
nefs,  for  a  ready  and  willing  Miftrefs  will 
eafe  him  in  the  twinkling  of  an  Eye,  and 
he  may  profecute  his  Affairs  with  more  At- 
tention than  ever,  by  having  his  Mind  en- 
tirely freed  and  difengag'd  from  thofe  trou- 
blefome  Ideas  which  always  accompany  a 
wanton  Difpofition  of  the  Body.  But  to  pro- 
ceed : 

Another  ill  Confequence  of  Whoring,  is 
the  Tendency  it  has  to  difpeople  a  Nation ; 
and  that  both  by  the  Deftruction  of  Illegiti- 
mate Infants,  and  by  ruining  young  Men's  Con- 
ftitutions  fo  much,  that,  when  they  marry, 
they  either  beget  no  Children,  or  fuch  as  are 
fickly  and  fhort-Hv'd.  The  firft  of  thefe, 
indeed,  is  alrnoft  unavoidable,  efpecially  in 
modeft  Women,  who  will  be  guilty  of  this 
Cruelty  as  long  as  Female  Chaility  carries 
that  high  Reputation  along  with  it,  which 
it  really  deferves:  However,  in  common 
Women,  it  may  and  will  be,  in  a  great 
rneafure,  prevented  by  this  Scheme ;  for 
every  profefs'd  Courtezan,  that  is  legally 
licensed,  will  have  an  Apartment  allotted 
her  in  the  Infirmary  when  fhe  is  ready  to 
lie  in,  and  will  be  obliged  to  take  Care  of 
her  Child;  by  which  means  a  confidera- 
ble  Number  of  Infants  will  be  reared  up,  that 
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otherwife  might  probably  have  perifh'd.  Be- 
fides,  there  are  a  great  many  ordinary  Girls, 
fuch  as  Servant-Maids,  who  are  chiefly  mov'd 
to  this  Action,  by  the  fear  of  lofing  their 
Services,  and  wanting  Bread.  Now  this 
handibme  Provifion  that  is  made  for  them, 
will  be  a  great  Inducement  for  fuch  to  enter 
themfelves  in  the  Stews,  rather  than  commit 
fuch  an  unnatural  Action,  efpecially  when  the 
Difcovery  is  Death. 

Let  us  now  confider  the  Affair  of  Matri- 
mony. Since  the  World  is  now  no  longer 
in  a  State  of  Nature,  but  form'd  into  feveral 
Societies  independent  of  one  another,  and 
thefe  Societies  again  divided  into  feveral 
Ranks  and  Degrees  of  Men,  diftinguifh'd 
by  their  Titles  and  Poffemons,  which  de- 
fcend  from  Father  to  Son ;  it  is  very  certain 
that  Marriage  is  abfolutely  neceffary,  not  on- 
ly for  the  regular  Propagation  of  the  Species, 
and  their  careful  Education,  but  likewife 
for  preferving  that  Distinction  of  Rank 
among  Mankind,  which  otherwife  would  be 
utterly  loft  and  confounded  by  doubtful  Suc- 
ceffions.  And  it  is  no  lefs  certain  and  indif- 
putable,  that  all  Sorts  and  Kinds  of  Debau- 
chery whatever  are  Enemies  to  this  State,  in 
fo  far  as  they  impair  the  natural  Vigour  of 
the  Conftitution,  and  weaken  the  very  Springs 
of  Love. 
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This   necefTary  Paffion   is,    indeed,  of  fach 
a     ticklish   Nature,  that   either  too  much  or 
too     little    of  it   is    equally    prejudicial,    and 
the    Medium  is  fo  hard    to  hit,   that   we    are 
apt  to    fall   into    one   of  the    Extremes.     We 
are     naturally   furniflSd    with    an    extraordi- 
nary Stock  of  Love  ;    and,  by  the  Largenefi  of 
the    Provifion,    it    looks    as    if  Nature     had 
made   fame   Allowance  for   IVear   and    'Tear. 
If  young   Men   were   to    live  intirely    chafte 
and    fober,    without    blunting    the     Edge  of 
their    Paffions,    the    firft    Fit  of  Love   would 
turn  their   Brains  Topfy-turvy,  and  we  mould 
have    the    Nation     peitered    with    Love-Ad- 
ventures    and     Feats     of    Chivalry :    By   the 
time  a   Peers  Son    came   to    be    Sixteen,  he 
would  be    in   danger    of  turning   Knight-Er- 
rant,  and   might   poffibly     take     a     Cooler's 
Daughter   for   his   Dulcinea  ;  and  who  knows 
but     a     fprightly    young    Taylor   might    turn 
an    Orlando   Furiojb,    and    venture    his    Neck 
to  carry   off  a    Lady  of   Birth  and  Fortune. 
In    iliort,   there  are  fo  many    Inftances  every 
day    of  thefe    ruinous     difproportion'd     Mat- 
ches,   notwithstanding    our   prefent    Intempe- 
rance,   that  we  may  juftly    conclude,    if  the 
Nation    was   in    a    State  of  perfect    Sobriety, 
no  Man  could   anfwer  for  the  Conduct  of  his 
Children. 

It  mud:,  indeed,    be   confefs'd,   as    Matters 
now   (land,   the   Excefs  of  Chaflity   is  not  fo 
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much  to  be  fear'd  as  the  other  Extreme  of 
Lewdnefs,  tho'  there  are  Inftances  of  both; 
and  many  Fathers,  now  living,  would  glad- 
ly have  feen  their  Sons  fifty  times  in  a 
Stew,  rather  than  fee  them  fo  unfortunately 
married.  The  other  Extreme  is  equally,  or 
rather  more  dangerous,  as  it  is  more  com- 
mon ;  for  moft  young  Men  give  too  great  a 
Loofe  to  their  Pafiions,  and  either  quite  de- 
flroy  their  Inclination  to  Matrimony,  or 
make  their  Conftitutions  incapable  of  an- 
fwering  the  Ends  of  that  State. 

To  avoid  therefore  thefe  two  dangerous 
Extremes,  we  have  erected  the  Publick 
Stews,  which  every  confiderate  Man  mull 
allow  to  be  that  Golden  Mean  fo  much  de- 
fired:  For,  in  the  firft  Place,  we  avoid  the 
Inconvenience  of  too  {Wet  a  Chaftity. 
When  a  Man  has  gained  fome  Experience 
by  his  Commerce  in  the  Stews,  he  is 
able  to  form  a  pretty  good  comparative 
Judgment  of  what  he  may  expecl:  from 
the  higheft  Gratifications  of  Love;  he  finds 
his  Ideas  of  Beauty  ftrangely  alter'd  after 
Enjoyment,  and  will  not  be  hurry'd  into 
an  unfuitable  Match  by  thofe  romantick  chi- 
merical Notions  of  Love,  which  pofTefs  the 
Minds  of  unexperienced  Youth,  and  make 
them  fancy  that  Love  alone  can  compleat 
the  Happinefs  of  a  married  State.     But    this 
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will  be  fb  readily  granted,  that  I  (han't  infift 
upon  it  farther. 

In  the  next  Place,  the  Publick  Stews  will 
prevent  the  ill  Effects  of  exceffive  Lewdnefs, 
by  preferving  Men's  Conflitutions  fo  well, 
that  although  they  may  defer  Matrimony 
fome  time  for  their  fpecial  Advantage,  yet 
they  will  have  a  fufficient  Stock  of  Defire 
left  to  perfwade  them,  one  time  or  other,  to 
quit  the  Gaiety  of  a  Single  Life:  and  when 
they  do  marry,  they  will  be  able  to  anfwer 
all  the  Ends  and  Purpofes  of  that  State  as 
well,  and  rather  better,  than  if  they  had  lived 
perfectly  chafte. 

This  may  feem  a  bold  Proportion,  but 
the  Proof  of  it  is  neverthelefs  obvious.  How- 
ever, to  proceed  methodically,  there  are 
three  Ways  by  which  lewd  young  Men  de- 
ftroy  their  natural  Vigour,  and  render  them- 
felves  Impotent :  Firft,  By  Manufriction, 
alias  Maflurbation.  Secondly,  By  too  fre- 
quent and  immoderate  Enjoyment.  And, 
Laftly,  By  contracting  Venereal  Diforders, 
as  Claps  or  Poxes. 

The  firft  lewd  Trick  that  Boys  learn,  is 
this  Manual  Diverfion  j... and  when  they  have 
once  got  the  knack  of  it,  they  feldom  quit 
it  till  thev  come  to  have  actual  Commerce 
with  Women :  The  Safety,  Privacy,  Con- 
venience, and  Cheapnefs  of  this  Gratifica- 
tion  are.  very    fxrong    Motives,    and    chiefly 
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perfuade   young   Men  to  continue  the  Practice 
of  it. 

If  thefe  Pollutionifts  were  fo  abftemions  as 
to  wait  the  ordinary  Calls  of  Nature,  this 
Action,  however  unnatural,  would  be  no 
more  prejudicial,  when  prudently  managed, 
than  common  Copulation;  but,  inftead  of 
this,  they  are  every  Day  committing  Rapes 
upon  their  own  Bodies;  and  though  they 
have  neither  real  Inclination  nor  Ability  to 
attack  a  Woman,  vet  thev  can  attack  them- 
felves,  and  fupply  all  thefe  Defers  by  the 
Agility  of  their  Wrifls ;  by  which  means 
they  .fo  weaken  their  Genitals,  and  accu- 
ftom  them  to  this  violent  Friction,  that, 
tho'  they  have  frequently  Evacuations  with- 
out an  Erection,  yet  the  common  and  or- 
dinary Senfation  which  Females  afford  to 
thofe  Parts,  is  not  able  of  itfelf  to  promote 
this  Evacuation:  fo  that  they  are  impo- 
tent to  all  Intents  aud  Purpofes  of  Genera- 
tion. 

To  put  a  Stop  therefore  to  thefe  clande- 
ftine  Practices,  and  prevent  young  Men  from 
laying  violent  Hands  upon  them  felves,  we 
muft  have  Recourfe  to  the  Publick  Stews, 
which  cannot  fail  to  have  the  defired  Ef- 
fect :  For  which  of  thefe  private  Practitioners 
can  be  fo  brutiih,  as  to  prefer  this  boyifh 
folitary  Amufement  before  the  actual  Em- 
braces of  a  fine    Woman,     when    thev    can 
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proceed  with  the  fame  Convenience,  Safety, 
and  Privacy  in  the  one,  as  well  as  the 
other. 

In  the  next  Place,  Men  are  often  wea- 
ken'd,  and  fometimes  contract  almoft  in- 
curable Gleets  by  too  frequent  and  immo- 
derate Enjoyment.  This  feldom  or  never 
happens'  but  in  private  Whoring,  when  fome 
particular  Miftrefs  has  made  fuch  a  ftrong 
Impreffion  upon  a  Man's  Fancy,  that  he 
exerts  himfelf  in  an  extraordinary  Manner 
beyond  his  natural  Ability,  and  thereby 
contracts  a  Seminal  Weaknefs,  which  is 
generally  more  difficult  to  cure  than  a  vi- 
rulent Running,  Now  this  Danger  will 
be  pretty  well  remov'd  by  the  Encourage- 
ment given  to  Publick  Whoring^  which,  «as 
I  (hall  (how  more  particularly  hereafter, 
will  divert  Men's  Minds,  and  turn  their 
Thoughts  very  much  from  private  Intrigues  : 
And  it  will  be  readily  granted  me,  that  no 
fuch  Excefs  is  to  be  fear'd  in  Publick  Stews ; 
where  a  Man  only  acting  out  of  a  gene- 
ral Principle  of  Love  to  the  whole  Sex, 
will  be  in  no  Danger  of  proceeding  any 
farther  than  he  is  prompted  by  Nature,  and 
the  particular  Difpofition  of  his  Body  at 
that    Time. 

As  for  the  third  Caufe  of  Impotency, 
the  Venereal  Difeafe,  we  have  already 
prov'd    that    this    Inftitution     of   the   Stews 
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Is  the  beft  and  fureft  Remedy  againfr.  it ; 
and  fhall  only  obferve  here  how  happily 
this  Project  provides  againft  the  various  ill 
Effects  of  Lewdnefs,  in  whatever  Light  we 
confider  them. 

Thus,  I  think,  the  firft  Part  of  my  Pro- 
portion pretty  well  clear'd,  viz.  That  the 
Publick  Stews  will  preferve  Mens  Con- 
flitutions  fo  well,  that  they  will  have  a 
fufficient  Stock  of  corporal  Ability,  and  con- 
fequently  Inclination  left  to  perfuade  them, 
fooner  or  later,  to  enter  into  the  Marriage- 
State. 

I  fay  farther,  that  thefe  $  Men,  having  thus 
preferv'd  their  Conftitution,  will  anfwer  all 
the  Intents  and  Purpofes  of  that  State,  ra- 
ther better  than  if  they  had  lived  perfectly 
chafte. 

When  a  Man  and  a  Woman  felect  one 
another  out  of  the  whole  Speices,  it  is 
not  merely  for  Propagation ;  nay,  that  is 
generally  the  ieaft  in  their  Thoughts  :  What 
they  chiefly  have  in  View,  is .  to  pafs  the 
Remainder  of  their  Lives  happily  together, 
to  enjoy  the  foft  Embraces  and  mutual 
Endearments  of  Love  j  to  divide  their  Joys 
and  Griefs  j  to  mare  their  Pleafures  and 
Afflictions ;  and,  in  fhort,  to  make  one 
another  as  happy  as  poffible.  As  for  Chil- 
dren,   they  come   of  Courfe,    and   of  Courfe 
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are    educated     according    to     their     Parents 
Abilities. 

Now  all  thefe  Enjoyments  depending 
upon  the  mutual  Affection  of  thefe  two, 
Man  and  Wife  ;  whenever  this  Affection 
fails,  either  in  the  Woman  or  the  Man, 
that  Marriage  is  unhappy,  and  all  the  good 
Ends  and  Defigns  of  this  State  entirely 
fruflrated.  To  give  the  Women  their  Due, 
they  muft  have  the  Preference  in  Point  of 
Conftancy  ;  their  Paffions  are  not  fo  eafily 
rais'd,  nor  fo  fuddenly  fix'd  upon  any  par- 
ticular Object  :  but  when  this  Paffion  is 
once  rooted  in  Women,  it  is  much  ftronger 
and  more  durable-  than  in  Men,  and  rather 
increafes  than  diminifhes,  by  enjoying  the 
Perfon  beloved.  Whether  it  is  that  Wo- 
men receive  as  much  Love  as  they  part 
with,  and  that  the  Love  they  receive  is 
not  entirely  loft,  but  takes  Root  again  by 
Conception  ,  whereas  what  a  Man  parts 
with  never  affects  him  further,  than  juft  the 
Pleafure  he  receives  at  the  time  of  part- 
ing with  it  :  or  whether  this  Difference  is 
owing  to  the  different  Turn  of  Mens  Fan- 
cies, which  are  more  fufceptible  of  frefh 
Impreilions  from  every  handfome  Face  they 
meet,  or  perhaps  that  their  Heads  are  fo 
much  employ 'd  in  worldly  Affairs,  that 
they  only  take  Love  en  pajfant  to  get  rid 
of  a    prefent    Uneafinefs,     whereas    Women 
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mrke  it  the  whole  Bufinefs  of  their  Lives  : 
Whatever  the  Reafon  is,  I  fay,  it  is  experi- 
mentally true,  that  a  Woman  has  but  a  very 
JJtppery  Hold  of  a  Man's  Affections  after 
Enjoyment.  Let  us  fee  therefore  which  of 
thefe  two,  the  chafte  or  the  experienc'd  Man, 
will  be  leaft  liable  to  this  Failure  of  Affec- 
tion, and  confequently  which  of  the  two 
will  make  the  beft  married  Man. 

The  firft  great  Cooler  of  a  Man's  Affec- 
tions after  Marriage,  is  the  Difparity  of  the 
Match.  When  a  Man  has  married  entirely 
for  Love,  and  to  the  apparent  Detriment 
of  his  worldly  Affairs,  as  loon  as  the  firft 
Flafh  of  it  is  over,  he  can't  help  reflecting 
upon  the  Woman  as  the  Caufe,  and,  in 
fome  Senfe,  the  Author  of  his  Misfortunes ; 
This  naturally  begets  a  Coldnefs  and  In- 
difference, which,  by  Degrees,  turns  to  an 
open  Diflike.  Now  it  is  thefe  forts  of  Mar- 
riages that  chafte  Men  are  always  in  danger 
of  falling  into,  as  I  have  already  proved ; 
neither  is  there  any  effectual  Way  to  con- 
vince a  Man  of  this  Folly,  and  fecure  him 
again  ft  it,  but  by  giving  him  fome  Expe- 
rience in  Love- Affairs.  Again,  as  chafte 
Men  feldom  marry  for  any  thing  but  ffieer 
Love,  fo  they  have  framed  to  themfelves 
fuch  high  extravagant  Notions  of  the  Rap- 
tures they  expect  to  poffefs  in  the  Mar- 
riage-Bed, that  they  are  mightily   fhocked    at 
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the   Difappointment.     A  chafte  unexperienc'd 
Man    is    ftrangely    furprized,    that    thofe    be- 
witching!;  Charms  mould   make  fuch  a  faint 
Impreffion  upon  him  after  a  thorow  Perufal  ; 
he  can  fcarce  believe  that  the  Woman  is  frill 
pofTefled   of  the  fame  Charms    which   trans- 
ported him  formerly  ;  he  fancies  he  has   dif- 
cover'd  abundance  of  little   Faults   and    Im- 
perfections,  and    attributes  his    growing   Dif- 
like   to    this    Difcovery,    not    dreaming    that 
this    Alteration    is    entirely   in    himfelf,    and 
not   in    the   Object  of  Defire,  which  remains 
ilill  the  fame.     The  Truth  is,  when  a  Man  is 
mil    fraught   with  Love,  and  that    his   Pulfe 
beats  high    for  Enjoyment,  this  peccant  Love- 
Humour  falls    down    upon    the    Eye,  which 
may   be    obferv'd   at   fuch   a  time   to  be  full 
briik    and    fparkling :    'Tis  then   the    Beauty 
of  every   Feature  is  magnified,     and  Parthe- 
nope  is    no  lefs   than  a  Goddefs.     But    when 
this   dazzling   Humour  is  drawn  downwards 
by   a   Revullion,    as    in    the    Cafe    of    Mar- 
riage,  a    Man's    Eyes    are    perfectly    open'd  ; 
and  though  they  may  look  languid,  funk,  and 
environ'd  with  blueifh  Circles,  yet  he  actually 
fees    much   better    than  before  ;    for  Parthe- 
nope    will  now   appear   to  him  a  Mortal,  fuch 
as  (he  really  is,  dwelled  of  all  thofe  falfe  Glories 
and  Appearances. 
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The  cbafte  Man  is  furprized  at  this 
Change  ;  he  is  apt  to  lay  the  Fault  upon  the 
Woman,  and  generally  fixes  his  Affections 
on  fome  other  Female,  who,  he  imagines, 
is  free  from  thofe  Faults  :  then  farewel  hap- 
py Wedlock.  The  experienc'd  Man,  on  the 
contrary,  has  try'd  feveral  Women  ;  he 
finds  they  all  agree  in  one  Particular,  and 
that  after  a  Storm  of  Love  there  always  fuc- 
ceeds  a  Calm:  When  he  enters  into  Matri- 
mony, he  is  prepar'd  againft  any  Difappoint- 
ments  of  that  Nature,  and  is  ready  to  make 
Allowance  for  thofe  Faults  and  Imperfec- 
tions which  are  infeparable  from  Human 
Kind.  This  is  fo  true,  that  Women  have 
eftablifiYd  a  Maxim,  that  Rakes  make  the 
beil:  Hufbands ;  for  they  are  very  fenfible 
how  difficult  it  is  to  monopolize  a  Man's 
Affections  j  that  he  will  have  his  Curiofity 
about  thofe  Affairs  fatisfied  one  time  or 
other  :  And  tho'  this  Experience  is  ufeful 
before  Marriage,  it  is  very  dangerous  after- 
wards. 

Betides,  to  compleat  the  Happinefs  of  the 
Marriage-State,  or  indeed  to  make  it  tole- 
rably eafy,  there  muft  be  fome  Agreement 
in  the  Temper,  Humour,  and  Difpofition  of 
the  two  Parties  concern'd.  If,  for  Inflance, 
the  Man  can't  endure  the  Sight  of  a  Metro- 
polis, and  the  Woman  can't  enjoy  herfelf 
out  of  it  j  if  the  Man  is  grave,    ierious,  and 
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an  Enemy  to  all  jocular  Merriment,  when 
his  Wife  is  a  profefs'd  Lover  of  Mirth  and 
Gaiety,  thefe  two  can  never  agree :  Diffe- 
rences will  arife  every  Day,  and  Differences 
in  Wedlock  are  as  hard  to  reconcile  as  thofe 
in.  Religion :  We  may  guefs  at  the  Reafon 
from  a  parallel  Inftance. 

After  the  Revocation  of  the  Edidf  of 
NantZj  feveral  Proteftant  Gentlemen  were 
fhut  up  in  the  Baflile  at  Paris,  where  they 
liv'd  conftantly  together  for  a  confiderable 
Time :  They  made  an  Obfervation,  during 
their  Stay  there,  That  whenever  the  leaft 
Difference  or  Difpute  happen'd  amongft  them, 
it  was  never  reconciled  till  fome  time  after 
their  Enlargement ;  becaufe,  faid  they,  al- 
tho'  we  were  Yoke-Fellows  in  Affliction,  yet 
never  being  out  of  one  another's  Company, 
our  Animofities  were  always  kept  up  warm, 
for  want  of  a  little  Abfence  to  cool  them. 
It  is  the  fame  Cafe  with  Matrimony ;  and 
People  ought  to  be  particularly  careful  to 
chule  a  Wife  as  nearly  of  their  own  Temper 
as  poffible. 

Now  this  Confideration  never  enters  into 
the  Head  of  a  chafte  unexperienc'd  Man  , 
he  is  fo  infatuated  with  perfonal  Love,  that 
he  imagines  his  whole  future  Happinefs  de- 
pends upon  the  Poffemon  of  fuch  a  Shape, 
or  fuch  a  Compofition  of  Features ;  when 
he  is  .disappointed  in  this,  how  much  will  it 
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add  to  his  Chagrin,  to  find  himfelf  yoked 
for  Life  to  a  Woman  vvhofe  Temper  is  quite, 
oppofite  to  his  own,  and  confequently  whofe 
Satisfaction  is  quite  inconfiflent  with  his  ? 
We  may  guefs  the  Sequel  ;  feparate  Beds,  fe- 
parate  Maintenance,  and  all  the  whole  Train 
of  Conjugal  Misfortunes.  In  fhort,  let  us 
conlider  Matrimony  under  what  View  we 
pleafe,  we  mall  dill  find  that  the  experienc'd 
Man  will  make  the  beft  Hufband,  and  an- 
fwer  all  the  Ends  of  Marriage  much  better 
than  a  Man  who  lives  perfectly  chafte  to  his 
Wedding-Day. 

Thus,  we  fee,  by  this  happy  Regulation 
of  the  Publick  Stews,  that  Whoring,  in  (lead 
of  being  an  Enemy  to  Matrimony,  will  ad- 
vance and  promote  the  Intereft  of  it  as  much 
as  pofiible. 

We  come  to  the  laft  great  Point  pro- 
pos'd,  viz.  that  this  Project  of  the  Publick 
Stews  will  prevent,  as  much  a  pofiible,  the 
debauching  of  modeft  Women,  and  thereby 
reduce  Whoring  to  the  narrowed  Bounds  in 
which  it  can  poffibly  be  contain'd. 

To  illuftrate  this  IN  Tatter,  we  muft  fteD  a 
little  back  to  conlider  the  Conftitution  of 
Females,  while  they  are  in  a  State  of  Inno- 
cence ;  and  when  we  have  taken  a  View  of 
the  Fortifications  which  Nature  has  made  to 
preferve    their    Ghaftity,    we    (hall  find   out 
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the  Reafon    why  it   is  fo    often    furrender'd, 
and    he    the  better    able    to    provide    for    its 
Defence. 

Every  Woman,  who  is  capable  of  Con- 
ception, mutt  have  thofe  Parts  which  offi- 
ciate fo  framed,  that  they  may  be  able 
to  perform  whatever  is  neceffary  at  that 
Juncture.  Now,  to  have  thofe  Parts  fo 
rightly  adapted  for  the  Ufe  which  Nature 
defign'd  them,  it  is  requifite  that  they  fhould 
have  a  very  quick  Senfation,  and,  upon 
the  Application  of  the  Male-Organ,  afford 
the  Woman  an  exquifite  Pleafure  ;  for 
without  this  extravagant  Pleafure  in  Frui- 
tion, the  recipient  Organs  could  never  ex- 
ert themfelves  to  promote  Conception  as 
they  now  do,  in  fuch  an  extraordinary 
Manner :  The  whole  Vagina,  as  one  con- 
tinu'd  Sphinffer,  contracting  and  embracing 
the  Penis,  while  the  Nymphce  and  adjacent 
Iflands  have  their  particular  Emiffions  at 
that  critical  Minute,  either  as  a  Vehicle 
to  lubricate  the  Paffage,  or  elfe  to  incorpo- 
rate with  the  Mafculine  Injection :  Add  to 
this,  that  the  Fallopian  'Tithes  put  themfelves 
in  a  proper  Poflure  to  receive  the  impreg- 
nating Fluid,  and  convey  it,  as  is  fuppos'd, 
to  the  Ovaria.  Now  it  is  hard  to  ima- 
gine, that  fo  many  alert  Members,  which 
can  exert  themfelves  in  fuch  a  lively  Man- 
ner   on    this     Occafion,     fhould    be    at   all 
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other  Times  in  a  State  of  perfect  Tranquil- 
lity -3  for,  befides  that  Expence  teaches 
us  the  contrary,  this  handfome  Difpolition 
would  be  entirely  ufelefs,  if  Nature  had  not 
provided  a  prior  Titillation,  to  provoke  Wo- 
men at  firft  to  enter  upon  Action  ;  and  all 
our  late  Difcoveries,  in  Anatomy,  can  find 
out  no  other  Ufe  for  the  Clitoris,  but  to 
whet  the  Female  Delire  by  its  frequent 
Erections ;  which  are,  doubtlefs,  as  provo- 
king as  thofe  of  the  Penis,  of  which  it  is  a 
perfect:  Copy,  tho'  in  Miniature. 

In  fhort,   there    requires  no  more  to  con- 
vince us  of  the  Violence  of  Female    Delire, 
when  raifed  to  a  proper    height,  but   only   to 
confider,    what    a    terrible    Rifque    a    Wo- 
man runs  to  gratify  it.     Shame   and   Pover- 
ty are  look'd   upon   as    Trifles,     when   they 
come    in    Competition     with    this    predomi- 
nating   Paffion.      But  altho'   it   muff  be  al- 
low'd,    that   all   Women   are   liable    to   thefe 
amorous   Defires,    yet,    the    Variety    of  Con- 
futations will  make  a  conliderable  Difference ; 
for  as  in    fome    Men    the    OlfaSlory,  Audi- 
tory,   or    Optick    Nerves,    are    not   fo   brilk 
and   lively   as  in    others,   fo  there    are   fome 
Women  who  have   the   Nerves  of  their  Pu- 
denda   more    lively,    and     endow'd     with   a 
much   quicker  Senfation  than  others.     Now, 
whether     this     Difference    is    owing    to    the 
Formation  of  the  Nerves,  or  to  the  different 
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Velocity  of  the  Blood  circulating  thro* 
thofe  Parts,  or  whether  it  is  owing  to  the 
different  Quantity,  or  perhaps  Acrimony,  of 
that  Fluid  which  is  feparated  from  the  Blood 
by  the  Nympha,  and  other  titillating  Glands : 
I  fay,  from  whencefoever  this  Difference 
proceeds,  according  to  the  Degree  of  this 
Senfation,  we  may  venture  to  pronounce  a 
Woman  more  or  lefs  in  their  own  Nature 
Chafte. 

To  counterbalance  this  violent  natural 
Delire,  all  young  Women  have  ftrong  No- 
tions of  Honour  carefully  inculcated  into 
them  from  their  Infancy.  Young  Girls 
are  taught  to  hate  a  Whore,  before  they 
know  what  the  Word  means;  and  when 
they  grow  up,  they  find  their  worldly 
Intereft  entirely  depending  upon  the  Re- 
putation of  their  Chaftity.  This  Senfe  of 
Honour  and  Intereft,  is  what  we  may  call 
artificial  Chaftity ;  and  it  is  upon  this 
Compound  of  natural  and  artificial  Chafti- 
ty,  that  every  Woman's  real  actual  Chaftity 
depends. 

As  for  Inftance,  fome  Women  are  natu- 
rally more  Chafte,  or  rather,  to  fpeak  pro- 
perly, lefs  Amorous  than  others,  and  at 
the  fame  time  have  very  ftricl:  Notions  of 
Honour.  Such  Women  are  almoft  impreg- 
nable, and  may  be  compar'd  to  Towns 
flrongly   fortify 'd    both  by  Art   and  Nature, 
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which,  without  Treachery,  are  fafe  from 
any  fudden  Attacks,  and  mud  be  reduc'd 
by  long  and  regular  Sieges*  fuch  as  few 
Men  have  the  Patience  or  Refolution  to  go 
thro'  with. 

Other  Women,  again,  have  the  fame  Va- 
lue for  their  Reputation,  and  ftand  as  much 
upon  the  Puncto  of  Honour  j  but  then  they 
are  naturally  of  a  very  fanguine  amorous 
Difpofition.  A  Woman  of  this  Clafs  may 
not  unjuilly  be  compar'd  to  a  Town  well 
garrifon'd,  but  whofe  mutinous  unruly  hz- 
habitants  are  ftrongly  inclin'd  to  revolt  and 
let  in  the  Enemy.  Such  Women,  it's  true, 
by  extraordinary  Care  and  Vigilance  may 
fupprefs  thefe  Mutinies ;  and  Honour  may 
for  a  long  while  keep  Inclination  under, 
but  yet  they  are  never  perfectly  fafe ;  there 
are  certain  Times  and  Seafons,  certain  un- 
guarded Hours,  when  Honour  and  Intereft 
are  lull'd  afleep,  and  Love  has  got  the  en- 
tire Afcendant.  Befides,  altho'  we  allow 
Love  and  Honour  to  be  pretty  equal  Com- 
batants, nay  even  granting,  that  in  a  Pitch'd 
Battle,  when  they  have  mufler'd  up  all 
their  Forces,  Honour  will  have  the  Ad- 
vantage, and  quell  Inclination ;  yet,  in  the 
Courfe  of  a  long  Civil  War,  it  is  Odds 
but  Love  one  Time  or  other  obtains  a  Vi- 
ctory, which  is  fure  to  be  decifive :  for  In- 
clination has  this  unlucky  Advantage  over 
G  2  Ho- 
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Honour,    that,    inftead   of    being    weaken'd, 
it  grows  ftronger    by   Subjection ;    and,    like 
Camomile,    the   more   it   is   prefs'd   down  and 
kept  under,   the   fturdier   it  grows ;   or,  like 
AntceuS)  it   receives  frefh  Vigour  from  every 
Defeat,   and  rifes  the  brifker  the  oftener  it  is 
thrown.     Whereas  Honour  once  routed    ne- 
ver rallies  j   nay,  the  lead  Breach  in  Female 
Reputation    is    irreparable  ;    and    a    Gap    in 
Chaftity,  like  a  Chafm  in  a  young  Tree,  is 
every    Day  a    Widening.      Befides,     Honour 
and  Intereft    require   a  long   Chain   of  folid 
Reafoning   before  they  can  be  fet  in  Battle- 
Array  :    Whereas  Inclination   is  prefently  un- 
der Arms,  the  Moment  Love  has  pitch'd  his 
Standard :    For,    as   we    find    that    the  leafl 
wanton    Glance,   of   a   Lady's    Eye    quickly 
alarms  a  Man's  Animal  Spirits,  and  puts  the 
whole   Body   Corporate  into  an  unruly  Fer- 
ment;   fo3    doubtlefs,    the    Female   Imagina- 
tion is  at  leafl  equally  alert :    and  in  fuch  a 
fudden    Scuffle    betwixt    Love    and   Honour, 
it  is  ten   to  one  but  the  Enemy  enters ;    for 
the   Gate    of  Chaftity,    like   the    Temple   of 
yanus,    always     ftands     open     during     thefe 
Conflicts.     It    muft  indeed   be   granted,    that 
if   the   Lofs   of  Honour  was   immediately  to 
ilicceed   the  Lofs  of  Chaftity,  the  Virtue   of 
thefe  Women   would  be  much  ftronger  than 
it  is  ;    but   they  flatter   themfelves    with    the 
Hopes  of  Secrecy,  and  fancy  that  they   have 
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found  out  an  Expedient  to  purchafe  Pleafure 
without  the  Expence  of  Reputation  ;  by 
this  Means  Honour  is  reconciled  to  Inclina- 
tion, or  at  beft  made  to  ftand  Neuter  ;  and 
then  the  Confequence  is  very  obvious.  In 
fbort,  a  wanton  Woman  of  Honour  may 
withitand  a  great  many  Attacks,  and  poffi- 
bly  defend  her  Chaftity  to  the  very  laft  j  but 
yet  fhe  is  every  Day  in  danger  of  being  fur- 
priz'd,  and  at  beft  will  make  but  a  very  pre- 
carious Defence. 

A  third  Sort  of  Women,  the  very  Re- 
verfe  of  the  preceding,  •  have  neither  Honour 
nor  Inclination ;  that  is  to  fay,  they  have 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other  to  an  equal 
Degrje  with  the  reft  of  the  Sex.  Thefe 
Kinds  of  Women,  who  put  a.  (lighter  Value 
than  ordinary  upon  their  Characters,  are  ge- 
nerally, in  their  Circumftances,  either  above 
the  World  or  below  it ;  for  when  a  Wo- 
man has  her  Intereft  and  Fortune  depend- 
ing upon  her  Reputation,  as  all  the  middle 
Rank  of  Womankind  have,  (he  is  a  Wo- 
man of  Honour  of  courfe,  Intereft,  indeed, 
is  infeparable  from  Female  Honour,  nay,  it 
is  the  very  Foundation  of  it  ;  and  Ho- 
nour and  Intereft,  when  they  are  confider'd 
as  Guardians  to  Chaftity,  are  iynonimous 
Terms.  The  bare  Pun&o  of  Honour,  when 
abftracted  from  Intereft,  would  prove  but  a 
fmall  Rub   to  Women   in   their   eager  Pur- 
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fuit  of  Pleafure:  Thus  we  fee  the  Conduct 
of  a  Maiden  Lady,  how  much  more  cir- 
cumfped:  it  is  whiift  her  Fortune  in  Mar- 
riage is  depending,  than  afterwards,  when  that 
Point  of  lntereft  is  fecured  by  a  Husband ; 
for  "  all  marry'd  Women  are  above  the 
World,  in  fo  far  as  they  -  are  out  of  the 
Reach  of  any  Suspicions  or  Surrnjfes,  or 
even  a  Probability  of  Incontinence  .  and 
fince  they  are  not  liable  to  be  detected  by 
Pregnancy,  there's  no  other  Sort  of  Con- 
viction able  to  prejudice  them,  but  down- 
right ocular  Demonflration :  Which  feems 
to  be  the  Reafon  why  fo  many  of  them 
take  fuch  Liberties,  as  if  they  were  of 
Faiftaff's  Opinion,  when  he  faid,  Nothing 
but  Eyes  confutes  me.  Female  Honour, 
therefore,  being  fo  nearly  ally'd  and  clofe- 
ly  annex'd  to  worldly  lntereft,  we  muft 
confine  this  Clafs  of  Women  to  two  Sorts : 
Firft,  thofe  whofe  Fortunes  are  indepen- 
dent, and  above  being  influenc'd  by  the 
Cenfure  of  the  World  ;  and,  fecondly,  thofe 
who  are  far  below  the  World,  that  they 
either  efcape  its  Cenfure,  or  elfe  are  inca- 
pable of  being  hurt  by  it.  The  firft  Sort  lie 
under  this  Difadvantage,  that  let  their  na- 
tural Chaftity  be  ever  (o  great,  the  fmalleft 
Spark  of  Deiire  is  capable  of  being  blown 
up  and  rais'd  to  a  confiderable  Pitch  \  where- 
as, when  a  Woman  is  once  arriv'd  to  Ma- 
turity, 
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turity,  that  Portion  of  Honour  which  fhe 
has  acquir'd,  is  with  Difficulty  preferv'd,  and 
at  beft  is .  incapable  of  any  Improvement. ' 
The  fecond  Sort  are  equally  liable  to  have 
their  Paffions  rais'd,  however  low  they  may 
be  naturally,  and  befides  lie  under  this  far- 
ther Difadvantage,  that  tho'  they  cannot  ^pro- 
mote their  Intereft  by  preferving  their  Cha- 
fUty,  yet,  if  they  have  the  leaft  Spark  of 
Beauty,  they  will  find  their  Account  fiiffi- 
ciently  in  parting  with  it.  The  Virtue,  in- 
deed, of  this  Clafs  of  Women,  feems  chiefly 
to  depend  upon  the  Degree  of  Beauty  which 
they  '  fland  pofTefs'd  of ;  for  if  they  have 
Charms  fufficient  to  provoke  young  Men  to 
be  at  any  tolerable  Pains  and  Coft,  their 
Chaftity  can  never  hold  out  long,  but  mull: 
infallibly  furrender. 

The  fourth  and  laft  Kind  pf  Women  we 
(hall  mention,  are  thofe  who  have  a  very 
moderate  Share  of  Honour,  join'd  to  a  very 
amorous  Conftitution. 

The  Virtue  of  thefe  Women  is  entirely 
defencelefs ;  and,  as  foon  as  a  Man  has  re- 
moved that  little  timorous  Coynefs,  which 
is  natural  to  young  Women  in  their  firft 
Attempts,  he  may  proceed  with  Confidence, 
and  conclude  the  Breach  to  be  practicable ; 
for  whatever  Refinance  he  meets  with  af- 
terwards, will  only  enhance  the  Pleafure  of 
Conqueft.     Mofl:   Women,    indeed,  let   them 
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be  ever  fo  fully  refolv'd  to  comply,  make 
as  great  a  Shew  of  Refiftance  as  they  can 
conveniently  counterfeit;  and  this  the  Sex 
would  pafs  upon  the  World  for  a  kind  of 
innate  Modefty:  but  it  is  very  eafily  ac- 
counted for. 

As  foon  as  Women  have  entertain'd  any 
Degree  of  Love,  they  make  it  their  whole 
Study  to  raife  and  maintain  an  equal  Degree 
of  Paffion  in  the  Men ;  and  they  are  very 
fenfible  how  far  the  bare  Appearance  of 
Modefty  will  prevail  to  render  them  amia- 
ble. The  Pain  they  fuffer  in  fmothering 
their  Defires,  is  fully  recompenced  by  that 
fecret  Pleafure  which  a  Lover's  Eagernefs 
gives  them,  becaufe  they  efteem  it  a  Proof 
both  of  the  Sincerity  and  Violence  of  his 
Paffion.  A  Woman  is  not,  without  fome 
Reafon,  afraid,  left  a  Man's  Love  fhould  di- 
minifh  after  Enjoyment,  and  would  gladly 
bribe  his  After-Love,  by  the  great  Value  me 
feems  to  put  upon  her  Chaftity  before  (he 
makes  him  a  Prefent  of  it. 

Befides,  not  to  mention  the  actual  Plea- 
fure a  Woman  receives  in  Struggling,  it  is 
a  Juftification  of  her  in  the  Eye  of  the 
Man,  and  a  kind  of  Salvo  to  her  Honour 
and  Confcience,  that  me  never  did  fully 
comply,  but  was  in  a  manner  forced  into 
it.  This  is  the  plain  natural  Reafon  why 
moil  Women  refufe  to  furrender  upon  Trea- 
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ty,    and  why  they  delight   fo  much  in  being 
fiorm'd. 

Having  thus  taken  a  curfory  View  of  the 
Sex,  in  their  feveral  Clangs,  and  accord- 
ing to  their  feveral  Circumftances,  we  may 
conclude,  preferring  Truth  to  Compla;fance, 
that  by  far  the  greater  Part  of  Women- 
kind  hold  their  Virtue  verv  precarioufly ; 
and  that  Female  Chaflity  is,  in  its  own 
Nature,  built  upon  a  very  ticklijh  Founda- 
tion. 

Hudibras  has  ludicrouily  plac'd  the  Seat 
of  Male-Honour,  in  the  Pofteriors,  whereby 
it  is  fecur'd  from  any  Attack  in  Front ;  but 
Female  Honour,  notwithftanding  the  aopa- 
rent  Safety  of  the  Situation,  like  a  Debtor's 
Houfe  upon  the  Verge  of  two  Counties,  is 
liable  to  be  attack'd  both  Ways;  d  parte 
ante,  &  a  parte  port, 

That  the  Seat  of  Honour  in  Females  has 
this  double  Afpecl,  like  Janus  bifrons,  and 
confequently  that  it  is  two  Ways  acceffible, 
has  already  been  taken  Notice  of  by  al- 
moit  all  the  Writers  upon  this  Subject; 
but  it  is  worth  remarking  here,  that  Ly- 
curgus  had  an  Eye  to  it  when  he  modelled 
the  Spartan  Petticoat;  for  tho'  the  Warmth 
of  the  Climate  obliged  the  Women  to  be 
very  open  in  that  Part  of  their  Drefs,  in- 
fomuch  that,  if  we  believe  Plutarch,  in  his 
Comparifon  of  Numa  and  Lycurgus,  the 
H  Habit 
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Habit  which  the  Maidens  of  Laconia  wore 
came  but  to  their  Knees,  and  was  open  on 
both  Sides,  fo  that  as  they  walked  their 
Thighs  appear'd  bare;  yet  this  wife  Law- 
giver would  not  permit  them  to  make  the 
leaft  Aperture,  either  in  the  fore  or  hind 
Part  of  that  Garment;  rightly  judging,  that 
thofe  two  facred  Avenues  to  a  Maid's  Ho- 
nour ought  to  be  guarded  with  the  utmoft 
Caution. 

For  this  fame  Reafon  the  upright  Po- 
fture  of  the  Body  has  always  been  efteem'd 
the  mofl  decent;  and  it  has  ever  been 
the  Mode,  in  all  Countries,  for  Ladies  to 
curfey  inftead  of  bowing :  for,  tho'  a  Female- 
Bow,  might  feem  a  modeft  and  coy  Recleniion 
of  the  Body,  with  regard  to  thePerfon  faluted, 
yet  it  would  occafion  a  very  indecent  Pro- 
jection to  thofe  who  mould  happen  to  be 
behind;  efpecially  fince  that  dangerous Fafhion 
of  Poftem-Plackets  has  crept  into  the  Euro- 
pean Petticoat. 

But  to  return  to  our  prefent  Argument, 
the  Defign  of  which  was  to  prove  the  fol- 
lowing Syllogifm. 

The  only  way  to  preferve  Female  Cha- 
ftity,  is  to  prevent  the  Men  from  laying 
Siege  to  it :  And  this  Project  of  the  Pub- 
lick  Stews  i&  the  only  Way  to  prevent  Mens 
laying    Siege    to    it  :    Therefore    this     Pro- 
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je&  is  the  only  Way  to  prefer ve  Female 
Chaftity. 

The  former  Part  of  the  Propofition  is,  I 
hope,  fufficiently  proved.  It  is,  indeed,  evi- 
dent, from  the  bare  Confideration  of  the 
Nature  of  Females,  that  if  the  Men  are 
furTer'd  to  go  on,  as  they  now  do,  in  the 
Purfuit  of  Pleafure,  there  is  no  poffible  Way 
can  be  found  out,  effectually,  to  fecure  the 
Virtue  of  any  one  Woman  of  any  Rank,  or 
in  any  Station  of  Life.  If  a  Woman  is 
handfome,  me  has  the  more  Tryals  to  un- 
dergo ;  if  homely,  and  for  that  Reafon  fel- 
dom  attack'd,  the  Novelty  of  the  Addrefs 
makes  the  greater  Impreffion:  If  (he  is  mar- 
ried, it  is  odds  but  there's  a  Failure  at 
home,  and  habitual  Pleafures  are  not  eafily 
foregone,  efpecially  when  they  may  be  en- 
joy'd  with  Safety :  If  a  Maid,  her  unexpe- 
rienc'd  Virgin-Heart  is  capable  of  any  Im- 
preffion: If  me  is  rich,  Eafe  and  Luxury 
make  the  Blood  run  mad;  and  Love,  if 
high-dieted,  is  ungovernable :  If  poor,  (he 
will  be  the  eafier  bribed,  when  Love  and 
Avarice  jointly  mull  be  gratified. 

In  (hort,  to  fum  up  all,  there  is  in  the 
Paffion  of  Love  a  certain  fatal  Crifisx  tc 
which  all  Womenkind  are  capable  of  be- 
ing wrought-up :  The  Difference  of  Vir- 
tue confiding  only  in  this,  that  it  is  very 
hard  to  work  a  virtuous  Woman  up  to  this 
H  2  Crijis, 


Crifis^  and  requires  a  very  unlucky  Con- 
currence of  Circnmftances :  Whereas  a  Wo- 
man without  a  good  Stock  of  Virtue,  mud 
have  an  unaccountable  Series  of  good  For- 
tune if  (he  efcapes.  But,  virtuous  or  not 
virtuous,  when  this  Paffion  is  once  rais'd 
to  the  critical  Height,  it  is  abfolutely  irre- 
fiftible. 

Since  therefore  Female  Virtue  cannot  ef- 
fectually be  fecured,  but  by  preventing  the 
Men  from  laying  Siege  to  it,  it  remains  for 
us  to  examine,  if  this  Prevention  can  be  ef- 
fected by  any  other  Method  than  that  of  erect- 
ing the  ^publick  Stews-,  and  whether  or  no 
when  erected,  they  will  have  the  defired 
Effect. 

That  young  Men,  in  a  good  State  of 
Health,  have  their  Defires  towards  Women 
much  ftronger,  and  more  violent,  than  for 
the  Enjoyment  of  any  thing  elfe  in  this 
Life,  is  a  Truth  not  to  be  contefted.  And 
it  is  likewife  as  certain,  that  young  Men 
will  gratify  thefe  Defires,  unlefs  the  Legif- 
lature  can  affix  fuch  a  Penalty  to  the  Com- 
miffion  of  the  Fact,  that  the  Apprehenfion 
of  the  Penalty  may  give  their  Minds  more 
Uneafioefs,  than  refraining  from  the  Grati- 
fication. 

Now  there  are  but  three  Things  which 
Men  fc3.r  in  this  Life,  viz.  Shame,  Poverty, 
and   Bodily   Pain,   and  -confequently  but  three 
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Sorts  of  Punilhments,  which  the  Legijla- 
ture  can  inflict.'  The  iirft  of  thefe,  in- 
deed, might  be  omitted;  for  Shame  is  fo 
very  little  in  the  Power  of  the  Laws,  that 
it  hardly  deferves  the  Name  of  a  Penalty. 
If  the  Pillory,  and  fuch  like  infamous  Pu- 
nifhments,  are  more  terrible  for  the  Shame 
that  attends  them,  than  for  the  bodily  Pain, 
it  is  not  becaufe  fuch  a  Pollure  of  a 
Man's  Body,  with  his  Neck  through  a 
Hole,  is  in  itfelf  ignominious,  or  that 
any  Law  can  make  it  fo ;  but  becaufe  it 
publishes  to  the  World,  that  a  Man  has 
been  prov'd  to  commit  fuch  a  certain  Ac- 
tion, in  its  own  Nature  fcandalous,  which 
he  is  afham'd  to  have  thus  puplickly  made 
known.  The  truth  is,  ec  Honour  and  Difho- 
tc  nour  being  only  the  different  Opinions  of 
"  Mankind,  as  to  the  Good  or  Evil  of  a- 
"  ny  Action ;  and  thefe  Opinions  in  the  Mind 
"  arifing,  as  Dr.  Clarke  well  obferves, 
<c  from  the  natural  Fitnefs  or  Unfitnefs  of 
"  the  Actions  themfelves,  cannot  be  alter'd 
"  or  determin'd  by  any  Secular  Forced  And 
that  they  are  entirely  out  of  the  Power 
of  the  Legiflature,  is  evident  in  the-  In- 
ilance  of  Duelling;  where  a  Man  often  re- 
ceives Honour  for  a  Breach  of  the  Law,  nay 
is  forced  to  break  it  in  Defence  of  his 
Honour. 

The 
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The  utmoft  Scandal,  therefore,  which  the 
Laws  can  affix  to  any  Action,  is  to  make  a 
full  and  open  Publication  of  the  Fact:  Now 
it  is  evident  that  this  Publication  cannot 
have  a  fufficient  Influence  over  Mens  Minds 
to  deter  them  from  Wenching,  a  Crime 
which  meets  with  fo  favourable  a  Reception 
in  the  Eye  of  the  World,  that  young  Men 
are   not  afham'd  to  boaft  of  it. 

We  muft  have  Recourfe  then  to  a  Fine,  or 
Corporal  Punimment,  or  perhaps  both.  If 
it  is  a  Fine,  it  muft  be  one  of  thefe  three 
forts;  either  a  certain  determinate  Sum  for 
every  Offence,  or,  to  make  it  fall  more 
equally,  fuch  a  certain  Portion  of  a  Man's 
whole  Subftance,  or  elfe  it  muft  be  fuch  a 
Sum  as  the  Jury  (hall  think  fufficient  to  re- 
pair the  Woman's  Damages.  The  firft  is 
impracticable  becaufe  of  its  Inequality,  with 
regard  to  Mens  different  Fortunes.  The  fe- 
cond  would  punim  none  but  Men  of  For- 
tune. And  the  third,  in  many  Cafes,  would 
be  impofiible;  for  Women  are  often  ruin'd 
by  fuch  as  have  it  not  in  their  power  to 
make  them  amends.  But  granting  that  a 
Fine  could  be  fo  happily  contriv'd  as  to  af- 
fect all  Men  equally  in  their  feveral  Stations 
of  Life;  and  let  us  fuppofe  this  Fine  confide- 
rable  enough,  for  fo  it  muft  be,  to  deter  any 
moderate-fpirited  Man:  yet  it: ill  we  lie  un? 
der  a   manifeft  Dilemma  as   to   the  Point  of 
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Proof;  for  if  the  Proof  is  to  depend  upon 
the  Evidence  of  Eye-WitnelTes,  none  but 
Fools  will  be  convicted;  and  let  a  Man  be 
ever  fo  indifcreet,  he  that  fwears  to  rem  in 
re  mufl  have  good  Eyes,  and  be  a  good 
Swearer  withal.  If,  on  the  other  handv  a 
Man  is  to  be  convicted  upon  the  fole  Evi- 
dence of  the  Woman,  we  run  into  greater 
Inconveniences:  for  either  a  Woman  is  to 
be  recompenced  for  the  Injury  (he  has  re- 
ceived, or  not  j  if  not,  there  is  no  modeft 
Woman  of  common  Senfe,  but  will  chufe 
much  rather  to  conceal  her  Weaknefs,  than 
expofe  it  in  publick  Court  fo  much  to  her 
own  Prejudice ;  and  this  too  upon  the  fole 
Motive  of  doing  Prejudice  to  a  Man,  for 
whom,  in  all  Probability,  me  ftill  retains  an 
Affection  :  So  that  no  Man  would  be  accus'd 
but  by  fuch  fort  of  Women  as  the  Law  can 
never  intend  to  favour  or  countenance. 

And  if  the  Woman  is  to  receive  this  Fine, 
either  in  Part  or  the  Whole,  by  way  of  Re- 
paration, not  to  mention  its  being  an  actual 
Encouragement  to  tr*anfgrefs,  this  Recom- 
pence  would  only  be  a  Means  to  promote 
a  Multitude  of  falfe  Accufations  j  for  what 
Man  could  live  with  fo  much  Circumfpec- 
tion,  that  a  Woman  might  not  often  have  an 
Opportunity  to  accufe  him  of  fuch  a  Fact, 
with  very  probable  Circumftances,  when  there 
is  no   Opportunity  of  detecting   the    Fallacy. 

This 
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This  Difficulty,  -  indeed,  is  not  to  be  got 
over;  and  the  Objection  lies  equally  ftronp- 
againfl  all  forts  of  Corporal  Punishment, 
Death  itfelf  not  excepted.  For  if  there  are 
fo  many  falfe  Indictments  For  Rapes,  where 
a  Woman  receives  no  Benefit  by  the  Profecu- 
tion,  where  fhe  is  liable  to  fuch  crofs  Exa- 
minations, and  where  the  Poffibility  of  the 
Fact  is  fo  much  doubted,  that  a  Woman  is 
generally  difconntenanc'd,  and  muft  bring  a 
Number  of  probable  concurrent  Circum  fian- 
ces before  fhe  can  gain  Credit:,!  fay,  if  not- 
withstanding thefe  Difcouragements,  there 
are  fo  many  malicious  Profecutions  for 
Rapes,  that  the  Benefit  of  the  Law  in  ge- 
neral is  much  difputed,  what  may  we  expect 
in  the  prefent  Cafe,  where  a  Woman  has 
nothing  to  do  but  acknowledge  that  fhe  was 
over-perfuaded,  and  then  all  Difficulties  va- 
nifh?  Befides,  if  fuch  a  Law  was  made, 
fetting  afide  that  the  Remedy  would  be 
worfe  than  the  Difeafe,  it  is  much  to  be 
queftion'd  if  it  prov'd  any  Remedy  at  all: 
For  what  Fine  can  w*e  propofe  as  fuflicient 
to  deter  Men,  when  there  are  fo  many  that 
iquander  away  their  whole  Fortunes  upon 
this  fole  Gratification  ?  And  what  Corporal 
Punifhment,  on  this  fide  Death,  can  we 
find  ©ut  equivalent  to  a  Pox,  which  they 
every  day  run  the  Rifque  of? 

But 
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But  no  liich  Law,  as  yet,  lias  been  Co 
much  as  propos'd,  altho'  Whoring  has  been 
a  very  obvious  Mifchief  ever  fince  Laws  were 
in  Being;  therefore,  without  farther  Argu- 
ment, coniidering  the  Wifdom  of  our  Legif- 
lature^  that  fuch  a  Law  never  has  been 
made,  ought  to  be  fufficient  Reafon  for  us  to 
judge  it  impracticable. 

Since  the  Torrent  of  Lewdnefs,  then,  is 
too  ftrong  to  be  oppofed  by  open  Force,  let 
us  fee  if  we  can  find  out  an  Expedient  to 
divert  it  by  Policy,  and  prevent  the  Mif- 
chief tho'  we  can't  prevent  the  Crime. 

Moft  Authors^  who  have  writ  of  Govern- 
ment, have  chofe  to  exprefs  their  Sentiments 
by  comparing  the  Public  Body  with  the 
Body  Natural ;  and  Mr.  Hobbes,  in  his  Le- 
viathan,  has  carry'd  the  Allegory .  as  far  as 
it  will  go.  To  make  Ufe  of  it  in  the  pre- 
fent  Inftarfce,  we  may  look  upon  Whoring 
as  a  Kind  of  Peccant  Humour  in  the  Body- 
Politic,  which,  in  order  to  its  Difcharge, 
naturally  feizes  upon  fuch  external  Members 
as  are  moft  liable  to  Infection,  and  at  the 
fame  time  moil:  proper  to  carry  off  the  Ma- 
lignity. If  this  Difcharge  is  promoted  by  a 
Licence  for  Publick  Stews,  which  is  a  Kind 
pf  legal  Evacuative,  the  Conftitution  will 
certainly  be  preferv'd :  Whereas,  if  we  ap- 
ply Penal  Laws,  like  violent  Aftringents, 
they  will  only  drive  the  Difeafe  back  into 
I  the 
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the  Blood;  where,  gathering  Strength,  and 
at  laft  aflimilating  the  whole  Mafs,  it  will 
break  out  with  the  utmoft  Virulence,  to  the 
apparent  Hazard  of  thofe  found  Members, 
which  otherwife  might  have  efcaped  the 
Contagion.  As  we  may  obferve  in  a  Clap, 
where  Nature  of  her  own  Accord  expels  the 
noxious  Humour  thro'  the  fame  PafTages  by 
which  it  was  at  firft  receiv'd ;  but  if  we  re- 
lift  Nature  in  this  Difcharge,  and  repel  the 
Venom  by  too  hafty  an  Application  of 
Styptics,  the  Difeafe  then  turns  to  a  Pox, 
feizes  the  Vitals,  and,  to  ufe  Solomons 
Words,  like  a  Dart,  jl r ikes  thro  the  Li- 
ver. But,  leaving  Allegory  as  more  proper 
for  Rhetoric  or  Poetry,  than  fuch  ferious 
Debates,  fince  this  Projedt  of  the  Public 
Stews  is  the  only  Expedient  now  left  for  the 
Prefervation  of  Female  Chaftity,  the  Queftion 
is,  Whether  or  no  this  Expedient  will  really 
anfwer  the  End  propos'd  ? 

To  prove  the  Affirmative,  requires  no  more 
but  that  we  look  into  ourfelves,  and  examine 
our  own  Paffions ;  for  Love  ever  was  and 
will  be  the  fame  in  all  Men,  and  in  all  Ages. 
The  firft  amorous  Emotions  that  young  Men 
feel,  are  violent ;  they  are  plagued  with  a 
Stimulation,  which  raifes  a  vehement  Defire: 
The  Paffion  is  ftrong,  but  then  it  is  general ; 
it  is  Luft,  not  Love :  And  therefore  the  na- 
tural Impatience  of  Luft   will   prompt  them 

to 


(59) 
to  take  the  fpeediefl  way  for  prefent  Gratifi- 
cation, and  make  them  prefer  the  ready  and 
willing  Embraces  of  a  Courtezan,  before  the 
doubtful  and  diftant  Profpect  of  enjoying  a 
modeft  Damfel,  whofe  Coynefs  will  coft 
fo  much  Pains,  as  well  as  Time,  to  overcome ; 
and,  when  overcome,  may  probably  occa- 
fion  a  future  Uneafinefs,  and  give  them  more 
Trouble  after  Enjoyment  than  they  had  be- 
fore. 

Befides  this,  if  their  firft  Affections  mould 
happen  to  be  engaged  to  a  particular  Object, 
which  is  very  rare  j  and  that  this  particular 
Object  was  in  their  Power  to  compafs,  which 
is  ftill  rarer;  yet  there  is  naturally  in  Young- 
Men  a  certain  fecret  Shame,  which  attends 
their  firfl  Sallies,  and  prevents  their  declaring 
a  private  Paffion,  'till  it  grows  fo  violent,  that 
they  are  forced  to  give  it  Vent  upon  the  Pub- 
lick  ;  and  by  that  means,  get  into  a  regular 
Method  of  making  themfelves  eafy,  without 
doing  their  Modefty  any  Violence. 

But  tho'  the  natural  Bent  of  Men's  Minds 
inclines  them  to  an  eafy  Purchafe  of  Pleafure 
in  their  firft  Amours,  yet  publick  Whoring 
lies  at  prefent  under  fo  many  Difadvantages ; 
the  Publick  Women,  for  want  of  good  Regu- 
lation, are  fo  infamous  in  their  Principles  and 
Practice ;  the  Places  of  Refort  fo  vile,  and 
fo  fcandalouily  impofing  in  the  common  Ex- 
pence,  and  lying  under  the  Lafh  of  the 
I  2  Civil 
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Civil  Power,  fo  pefter'd  with  the  mercenary 
Officioufnefs  of  Reforming  Conftabies;  and 
which  is  word  of  all,  the  Plague  of  Claps 
and  Poxes  is  fo  inevitable,  that  Men  contrary 
to  their  Inclinations  are  often  forc'd  to  enter 
upon  private  Intrigues,  either  without  trying 
the  Publick,  or  after  meeting  with  fome  Mif- 
fortunes   in  the   Tryal. 

Now  if  we  fee  daily  fo  many  Young  Men, 
who  prefer  the  publick  Commerce  under  all 
thefe  Difadvantages,  what  Succefs  may  we 
not  expect  from  this  happy  Eftablimment  of 
the  Stews,  when  the  Young  Women's  Beha- 
viour will  be  regulated  after  a  civil  decent 
Manner;  when  the  Houfes  of  Entertainment 
will  be  fo  Commodious,  and  the  Expence  of 
Accomodation  fo  reafonable;  when  the  hor- 
rid Dread  of  Claps  is  entirely  remov'd ;  and 
when  the  Laws,  inftead  of  disturbing  fuch 
Aflemblie's,  will  be  employ'd  in  their  Pro- 
tection, to  give  them  the  greater  Countenance 
and  Encouragement  -,  furely  we  may  hope  for 
a  thorough  Reformation. 

But  if  thefe  Confiderations  mould  not  prove 
fully  effectual,  and  fome  Men  mould  be  fo 
obftinate  as  to  perfift  in  private  Whoring,  not- 
withstanding thefe  Inducements  to  the  con- 
trary ;  we  muft  then  have  Recourfe  to  Legal 
Force,  and  drive  thofe  who  are  too  reft y  to  be 
led  :  For  tho'  the  Laws  can't  prevent  Whoring, 
they   may   yet   regulate  it ;  the   Quid  is  not  in 
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their  Power,  but  the  Quomodo  is.  A  Man  muft 
eat,  but  he  may  be  directed  how  to  eat.  The 
ftrongeft  Curb  can't  flop  an  unruly  Horfe,  but 
the  weakeft  will  ferve  to  turn  him :  And  the 
fmalleft  Stream  is  not  to  be  obftructed,  tho'  we 
can  change  the  Courfe  of  the  greateft  River. 
So  Love,  tho'  ever  (o  unruly  and  headftrong  in 
the  general,  changes  the  particular  Object  of 
its  Paffion  with  the  fmalleft  Circum fiance; 
and  legal  Penalties  are  no  trifling  DhTuafives, 
when  the  Laws  don't  command  Impoffibilities. 
This  Argument  indeed,  of  Compulsion,  is 
in  a  manner  fupernumerary,  and  thrown  in, 
as  it  were,  ex  abundant* :  For  the  Publick  Stews 
under  this  regular  Oeconomy,  will  have  fo 
much  the  Advantage  of  private  Whoring, 
whether  we  regard  the  Eafe  and  Conveniency 
of  Enjoyment,  or  the  Beauty  and  Variety  of 
MiftrefTes,  that  Men's  natural  Inclinations  will 
fway  them  fufficiently  without  this  fuperfluous 
Conftraint.  If  there  is  any  Fear  of  Succefs, 
the  Danger  lies  on  the  other  Side;  and  indeed 
we  have  fome  Colour  of  Reafon  to  apprehend, 
left  the  whole  Body  of  Lewdnefs  being  turn'd 
upon  the  Publick,  there  fhould  want  a  fufficient 
Supply  of  young  Women  to  recruit  the  Stews ; 
which,  by  that  Means,  may  run  into  a  fudden 
Dif-repute,  and  lofe  a  Character  that  will  be 
difficult  to  retrieve.  But  however  plaufible 
this  Objection  may  feem  at  firft  Sight,  we  fhsll 
find,  upon  a  nearer  View,  that  it  only  ferves  to 
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make  the  Excellence  of  this  Scheme  the  more 
rnanifeft. 

As  there  is  conftantly  in  the  Nation,  a  cer- 
tain Number  of  young  Men,  whofe  Paffions 
are  too  ftrong  to  brook  any  Oppofition :  Our 
Bufinefs  is  to  contrive  a  Method  how  they  may 
be  gratify'd,  with  as  little  Expence  of  Female 
Virtue  as  pofiible.  But  the  Difficulty  lies  in 
adjufling  this  Matter,  and  gaging  our  young 
Men's  Affections  fo  exactly,  that  the  Modefty 
of  one  Woman  may  not  be  facrihYd,  more 
than  is  abfolutely  necefTary  for  the  Prefervation 
of  the  reft. 

The  Gallants  of  this  Age,  indeed,  are  not 
quite  fo  fturdy  as  that  rampant  Roman  Emperor 
who  deflower'd  ten  Sarmatia?i  Virgins  in  one 
Night ;  but  what  we  want  in  Conftitution,  we 
make  up  in  the  Niceity  of  our  Palates ;  as  a 
fqueamifh  Stomach  requires  the  greatefl  Variety 
•of  Dimes :  And  fome  of  our  Youth  are  grown 
fuch  perfect  Epicures  in  Venery,  that  they  can 
relifh  nothing  but  Virgins:  They  deflroy,  it  is 
true,  a  great  deal  of  Beauty,  by  browfing  only 
upon  the  Buds. 

But  we  ought  not  to  judge  of  thefe  Men's 
Abilities  by  the  Number  of  Women  they  de- 
bauch, no  more  than  we  mould  meafure  the 
Goodnefs  of  a  certain  curious  Gentleman's  Ap- 
petite by  his  befpeaking  feveral  Dozen  of  young 
Pigeons,  when  he  only  regal'd  upon  the  Rumps: 
Neither   is  it   intirely    from    a  Wantonnefs  of 
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Fancy,  or  a  luxurious  Tafte  of  Pleafure,  that 
Men  indulge  themfelves  in  making  this  Havock, 
but  chiefly  for  their  own  perfonal  Safety.  Young 
Girls  are  fo  giddy,  though tlefs,  and  unexperienc'd, 
and  withal  fo  fond  of  the  Sport,  at  their  firft 
fetting  out,  that  they  feldom  efcape  a  Taint ; 
and  a  Man  is  not  fafe  in  being  conftant :  Nay, 
fome  Men  are  afraid  of  venturing  even  after 
themfelves.  By  this  Means  feveral  likely 
Women,  that  might  do  the  Publick  fignal 
Service,  are  in  a  fhort  Time  render'd  ufelefs : 
And,  by  a  modeft  Computation,  we  are  put  to 
the  Expence  of  as  many  virtuous  Women  in  one 
Year,  as  might  reafonably  ferve  the  Nation  fix. 

Now,  the  Publick  Stews  will  regulate  this 
Affair  fo  precifely,  and  with  fuch  critical  Exact- 
nefs,  that  one  Year  with  another,  we  fhall  not 
have  one  Woman  employ'd  in  the  Publick 
Service  more  than  is  abfolutely  necefTary,  nor 
one  lefs  than  is  fully  fufficient. 

When  this  Project  is  firft  fet  on  foot,  the 
vaft  Choice  and  Variety  there  is  at  prefent  of 
thefe  Women,  will  give  us  an  Opportunity  of 
making  a  very  beautiful  ColJection;  and  will, 
doubtlefs,  for  fome  Time,  occafion  a  considerable 
Run  upon  the  Publick  ;  fo  that  PrhateWhoringi 
the  only  Nurfery  of  our  Courtezans,  may  pro- 
bably remain  too  long  neglected :  For  the  whole 
Body  of  our  incontinent  Youth,  like  a  ftanding 
Army,   being   employ'd   in   conftant    Action, 
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there  cannot  well  be  fpar'd  a  fufficient  Detach- 
ment to  raife  the  neceffary  Recruits. 

But  however  true  this  may  be,  we  (hall 
thereby  fuffer  no  Inconvenience;  for  if  the 
Supplies  of  young  Women,  which  we  may 
reafonably  expect  from  the  Northern  and 
Weftern  Parts  of  thefe  Kingdoms,  or  from  fuch 
Places  as  are  remote  and  out  of  the  Influence 
of  this  Scheme :  I  fay,  if  thefe  Supplies  mould 
not  prove  fufficient  to  anfwer  the  Greatnefs  of 
the  Demand,  and  that  the  Reputation  of  the 
Stews  upon  this  Account,  fhould  begin  to  flag, 
why  then  the  worft  Accident  that  can  befal, 
is  a  gradual  Relapfe  into  our  former  State  of 
Private  Whoring ;  and  this  no  farther  than  is 
juft  neceffary  and  to  recruit  the  Stews,  and 
thereby  make  them  retrieve  their  former  Cha- 
racter: For  every  Woman  who  is  debauch'd 
more  than  is  barely  neceffary,  only  brings  fo 
much  additional  Credit  and  Reputation  to  the 
Stews,  and  in  fome  meafure  atones  for  the  Lofs 
of  her  own  Cbaftity,  by  being  a  Means  to  pre- 
ferve  that  of  others ;  fo  that  whenever  the  Tide 
of  private  Lewdnefs  runs  too  high,  and  exceeds 
the  juft  and  ordinary  Bounds,  it  muft  of  Courfe, 
by  encouraging  the  Publick  Stews,  immediately 
fuffer  a  proportionable  Ebb:  That  is  to  fay, 
it  muft  be  reduced  again  fo  low,  that  there  will 
remain  but  juft  a  fufficient  Quantity  to  fupply 
the  Stews ;  which  is  as  low,  as  in  the  Nature  of 
the  Thing  is  poffible. 
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I  might  here  lavim  out  Encomiums,  and 
take  Occafion  to  dwell  upon  thofe  many  Ad- 
vantages that  will  accure  to  the  Nation  by  this 
admirable  Scheme ;  but  (hall  only  take  Notice 
of  this  peculiar  Excellence,  which  it  has  above  all 
other  Schemes,  that  it  necefTarily  executes  itfelf. 

But  fince  the  Neceffity  of  debauching  a 
certain  Number  of  young  Women,  is  entirely 
owing  to  the  Neceffity  of  fupplyingthe  Public 
Stews;  a  Quefticn  may  very  reafonably  arife, 
whether  this  Project  might  not  be  vaftly  im- 
prov'd,  even  to  the  total  Extirpation  of  Private 
Whoring^  by  an  Ad  for  encouraging  the  Impor- 
tation of  foreign  Women.  This,  I  mufc  confefs, 
deferves  a  ferious  Debate  :  for,  befides  the  Ho- 
nour of  our  Females,  which  would  be  preferv'd 
by  fuch  an  Act,  it  might  bring  this  farther 
Advantage  ;  That  whereas  moft  of  our  eftated 
Youth  fpend  a  great  Part  of  their  Time  and 
Fortunes  in  travelling  Abroad,  for  no  other  End, 
as  it  feems  by  moft  of  them,  but  to  be  inform'd 
in  the  French  and  Italian  Gallantry ;  they 
would  then  have  an  Opportunity  of  Satisfying 
their  Curiolity  in  Foreign  Amours,  without 
ftirring  out  of  London.  But  I  mall  leave  the 
Decifion  of  this  Matter  to  abler  Pens,  well 
knowing,  that  a  Truth  of  this  Nature,  which 
carries  fo  much  the  Air  of  Novelty,  will  require 
much  better  Authority  than  mine  to  warrant  it. 

Let  it  fumce  for  the  prefent,  that  I.  have  fully 
prov'd  what  I  at  fir  ft  propos'd  in  this  Treatiie : 
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That  Public  Whoring  is  neither  fo  criminal  in 
itfelf,  nor  fo  detrimental  to  the  Society,  as  Pri- 
vate Whoring ;  and  that  the  encouraging  of 
Public k  Whoring,  by  erecting  Stews  for  that 
Purpofe,  will  not  only  prevent  moil  of  the 
mi(chievous  Confequences  of  this  Vice,  but 
even  leffen  the  Quantity  of  Whorin?  in  general, 
and  reduce  it  to  the  narrov/eft  Bounds  which  it 
can  poffibly  be  contain'd  in. 

After  what  has  been  faid,  it  may,  perhaps, 
appear  fomevvhat  odd  to  talk  of  Religious 
Objections,  as  if  either  Chriftianity  or  Morality 
coulcK  poffibly  object  againft  a  Scheme,  which  is 
entirely  calculated  for  the  Welfare  and  Hap- 
piness of  Mankind.  But  iince  a  great  many 
Men  amongft  us  have  entertained  fuch  whimfical 
Notions  of  Religion,  as  to  imagine,  that  in  fome 
Cafes,  a  Law  may  be  unjuft  and  wicked,  tho" 
it  evidently  promotes  the  Publiek  Good:  as  if 
the  right  Enjoyment  of  this  Life  was  incon- 
fiftent  with  our  Happinefs  in  the  next :  I  fay, 
iince  many  Men  of  Underflanding  have  fuffer'd 
themfelves  to  be  pofTefs'd  with  this  niiftaken 
Principle,  I  (hall,  as  briefly  as  may  be,  anfvver 
fuch  Objections  as  can,  with  any  Colour  of 
Reafon,  be  cfFer'd. 

Firft  then,  1  expect  to  be  attack'd  with  that 
old  moral  Precept,  of  Not  doing  Evil  that  Good 
may  come  of  it.  This  may  be  anfwer'd  with 
another  old  Saying,  equally  authentic,  and 
more  applicable   to  the  prefent   Purpofe,    that 

of 
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of  tivo  Evils  we  ought  to  chufe  the  haft.  The 
Cafe  is  this :  A  private  Member  of  a  Society  > 
may,  doubtlefs,  commit  a  Crime  with  a  Defign 
to  promote  the  Good  of  that  Society,  which  was 
partly  the  Cafe  of  Felton  again  ft  the  Dake  of 
Buckingham  ;  and  this  evil  Action  may  poffibly 
anfwer  the  Goodnefs  of  the  Intention,  but  is 
univerfally  condemn'd  as  an  unwarrantable  Pre- 
fumption;  and  falls  juflly  under  the  Cenfure  of 
doing  a  certain  Evil,  for  the  Profpect  of  an  un- 
certain Good.  But  as  to  the  LegifJature,  there 
is  a  wide  Difference  ;  for  they,  and  they  only, 
are  intruded  with  the  Welfare  of  the  Society  : 
This  Publick  Welfare  is,  or  ought  to  be,  the 
whole  End  and  Scope  of  their  Actions;  and 
they  are  r  fully  impower'd  to  do  whatever  they 
judge  conducive  to  that  End.  If  their  Intentions 
come  up  to  this,  they  are  certainly  in  their 
Confciences  acquitted  :  But  as  to  the  World, 
their  Actions,  that  is,  their  Laws,  are  judg'd 
good  or  bad,  juft  or  unjuft,  according  as  they 
actually  prove  beneficial  or  detrimental  to  the 
Society  in  general:  And  therefore  it  is  the 
groffeit.  Abiurdity,  and  a  perfect  Contradiction 
in  Terms,  to  affcrt,  That  a  Government  may 
not  commit  Evil  that  Good  may  come  of  it; 
for,  if  a  Publick  Act,  taking  in  all  its  Co.nfe- 
quences,  really  produces  a  greater  Quantity  of 
Good,  it  muft,  and  ought  to  be  term'd  a  good 
Act;  akho'    the   bare   Act,  coniider'd  in  itfclf, 
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without  the  confequent  Good,  (hould  be  in  the 
higheft  Degree  wicked  and  unjuft. 

As  for  Inftance  •  A  Ship  performing  Quaran- 
tine, and  known  to  be  infected,  is  funK  by  a 
Storm  ;  fome  of  the  Crew,  half  drown'd,  recover 
the  Shore  5  but  the  Moment  they  land,  the  Go- 
vernment orders  them  to  be  mot  to  Death. 
This  Action,  in  itfelf,  is  no  lefs  than  a  down- 
right unchriftian  and  inhuman  Murtherj  but 
fince  the  Health  and  Safety  of  the  Nation  is 
fecured  by  this  fevere  Precaution,  it  is  no  Won- 
der, if  we  allow  the  Action  to  be  not  only  juftifi- 
able,  but  in  the  ftricteft  Senfe  of  Morality  Juft. 

Another  Objection,  or  rather  the  fame  fet 
in  a  fcronger  Light,  is,  That  altho'  the  Welfare 
and  Happinefs  of  the  Community  is,  or  ought 
to  be,  the  only  End  of  all  Law  and  Govern- 
ment, yet  fince  our  fpiritual  Welfare  is  the 
Summum  Bonum  which  all  Christians  mould  aim 
at,  no  Chriflian  Government  ought  to  authorize 
the  Commiffion  of  the  leaft  known  Sin,  tho' 
for  the  greateft  temporal  Advantage. 

To  this  Objection,  I  anfwer,  That  it  is  uni- 
verfally  allow'd  as  one  of  the  greateil  Perfections 
of  the  ChrifHan  Religion,  that  its  Precepts  are 
calculated  to  promote  the  Happinefs  of  Man- 
kind in  this  World  as  well  as  the  next ;  if  io, 
then  it  is  a  direct  Arraignment  of  the  Law- 
giver's infinite  Wifdom,  /.  e.  a  Contradiction  to 
affert,  that,  in  Matters  of  Law  and  Government, 
the  jPublick  Breach  of  any  Gcfpel  Frecept  csn 
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poffibly  be  for  the  temporal  Good  of  any  Society 
whatever :  And  therefore  we  may  with  Con- 
fidence affirm,  that  no  finful  Laws  can  be  be- 
neficial, and  vice  verfa,  that  no  beneficial  Laws 
can  be  finful.  Now  we  have  already  given 
fufficient  Proof  of  the  Benefit  the  Public  would 
receive  by  licenfing  the  Stews,  and  therefore 
ought  to  conclude  fuch  Licence  lawful ;  but 
left  the  apparent  Wickednefs  of  the  Stews, 
fhould  be  objected  againft  this  general  Reafo- 
ning,  it  is  fit  that  we  examine  this  Matter  a 
little  nearer. 

Fornication  is,  no  doubt,  a  direct  Breach  of 
a  Go/pel- Precept,  and  is  therefore  a  Sin  j  but 
this  Sin,  barely  as  fuch,  concerns  the  Government 
no  more  than  the  Eating  of  Black-puddings, 
.equally  prohibited  in  the  fame  *  Text.  The 
Keafon  is  this:  The  Sin  confifts  in  a  full  In- 
tention to  gratify  a  Luftful  Defire ;  which  In- 
tention the  Legislature  cannot  poffibly  prevent : 
Penalties  indeed  may  deter  Men  from  gratifying 
their  Defires,  at  the  Expence  of  the  Public,  but 
.will  rather  increafe  than  leflen  the  Defires  them- 
selves. If  it  is  argu'd,  that  the  Sin  of  the 
Intention  is  aggravated  by  being  put  in  Execu- 
tion, fo  much  the    better  for  our  Purpofe  ;    for 


then  the  Argument  ftands  thus : 


Since 


*  A&s,  C.  15.  v.  29.  That  ye  abfain  from  Meats  offered  to 
Lids,  and  from  Blood,  and  from  Things  Jlrawled,  and  from  For- 
nication :  from  which  if  ye  keepjourfe-foes,je  do  well.     Fare  ye  well. 
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Since  the  Sin  of  the  Intention  is  entirely  out 
of  the  Legijlatures  Power,  the  utmoft  they 
can  do,  with  regard  to  this  Sin,  is,  to  prevent 
its  being  aggravated  by  actual  CommifTion. 

But  the  Public  Stews,  as  we  have  already 
prov'd,  will  prevent  as  much  as  poffible  this 
actual  Commiffion. 

Therefore  the  Publick  Stews  will  prevent  as 
much  as  poffible  this  Sin. 

Another  Branch  of  this  Objection,  without 
which  the  Objection  itfelf  would  be  of  no 
Force,  is,  that  the  authorizing  of  Public  Stews 
is  a  Public  Encouragement  for  People  to  Whore. 

If  by  People  are  meant  thofe  in  the  Stews, 
I  hope  it  will  be  thought  no  Crime  to  encourage 
fuch  People,  rather  to  confine  themfelves  to 
the  Practice  of  one  Vice,  than  live  by  commit- 
ting a  Thoufand;  efpecially  when  that  one  Vice 
is  what  they  would  really  practife,  whether 
they  were  encourag'd  or  not. 

But  if  any  imagine  that  this  particular 
Licence  would  be  a  general  Encouragement  to 
the  whole  Nation,  they  are  certainly  mirtaken. 
For,  as  to  the  Men,  they  are  already  as  bad  as 
they  can  be  ;  if  any  Thing  cures  them,  it  mud 
be  Satietv :  Let  them  have  full  and  free  Leave 
to  take  a  Surfeit  of  unlawful  Love,  and  they 
will  foon  learn  to  prefer  the  Chafte  Embraces 
of  Innocence  before  the  bought  Smile  of 
Harlots  lovelefs?  joylefs,  unindear'd  cafual 
Fruition. 

It 
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It  is  a  right  Obfervation,  that  Reftraint  does 
but  whet  a  Man's  Paffions  inftead  of  curing 
them. 

Exuperat  magis,cegrefcitque  medendo.  JEn.  12. 
And  a  late  ingenious  Author,  who  ftudy'd  Man- 
kind, fpeaking  on  this  Subject,  has  thefe  Words : 
To  put  down  Publick  Stews,  is  not  only  to  dif- 
perfe  Fornication  into  all  Parts,  but,  by  the 
Difficulty,  to  excite  wild  and  wanton  People  to 
this  Vice. 

It  was  obferv'd  at  Rome,  that  in  the  full 
Liberty  of  Divorces,  there  was  not  a  fingle 
In  dance  of  one  in  fifty  Years :  And  that  Cata 
long'd  for  his  Wife  again  as  foon  as  (he  was  in 
another's  PoiTeffion. 

The  Matter  of  Love  fays  pofitively, 
Qwd  licet  ingratum  eft,  quod  non  licet  acrius  urit. 
And   Martial  fpeaking    to  a   married   Rake, 
B.  3.  Ep.  68.  fays, 

Cur  aliena  placet  tibi,  quae  tua  non  placet  uxor  ? 
Nunquid  Securus  non  potes  arrigere  ? 
I  pr'ythee  tell  me  why  a  Wife 

Thy  am'rous  Fancy  never  warms? 
What !  without  Danger  o'thy  Life, 

Cannot  thy  Cod-pice  ftand  to  Arms? 
And  again,  B.  1.  Ep.  74. 
Nullus  in  urbefuit  tota,  qui  tangere  vellet 
Uxorem  gratis,  Cceciliane,  tuam 
Dum   Ucuit :  fed  nunc,  pojitis  cudodibus,  ingens 
1'urba  fututorum  eft.     Ingeniofus  Homo  es. 

There's 
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There's  no  Man,  Cacti,  in  the  Town, 

Would,  grafts,  have  enjoy'd  thy  Spoufe ; 
But  now  thou  art  fo  jealous  grown, 

Lord !  what  a  Croud  about  the  Houfe ! 
You've  lock'd  her  up,  t'increafe  her  Value  ; 
In  fhort,  you  are  a  cunning  Fellow. 

The  Public  Stews  will  not  encourage  Men  fo 
be  lewd,  but  they  will  encourage  them  to  ex- 
ercife  their  Lewdnefs  in  a  proper  Place,  without 
difturbing  the  Peace  of  the  Society,  and  with 
as  little  Detriment  to  themfelves  as  poffible. 
And,  as  to  the  Women,  there's  not  the  leaft 
Shadow  of  Encouragement:  For  no  mddefl 
Woman  ever  loft  herMaiden-head  with  the  dif- 
mal  Profpect  of  becoming  a  Public  Courtezan: 
And  if  a  Woman  is  not  modeft,  the  licenfing 
of  the  Public  Stews  is  no  more  an  Encourage- 
ment for  her  to  praclife,  than  the  allowing  a 
certain  Number  of  Hackney-Coaches  every 
Sunday  is  an  Encouragement  for  the  reft  to  ply  ; 
when  the  very  Licence,  to  fome,  expreily  im- 
plies a  Prohibition  of  the  reft. 

Having  now  fufriciently  proved  the  Inftitu- 
tion  of  the  Public  Stews  to  be  a  Political  Good, 
and  anfwer'd  all  the  religious  Objections  again  ft 
it;  I  (hall  conclude  $  with  obferving,  That  I 
have  the  Authority  of  Italy,  the  moft  Politic 
Nation  in  the  World,  to  back  me  in  the  firft 
Part  of  my  Argument;  and  the  Opinion  of 
Holland,  one  of  the  ftricteft  Reformed  Churches, 
to   vindicate   me  in  the  fecond  ;  and  that  we 

ourfelves 
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ourfelves  enjoy'd  the  Benefit  of  this  Inftini  hn 
iiU  we  were  depfiv'd  of  it  by  the  over- ha  fly  Zeal 
of  cur  firft  Reformers  in  the  fixteenth  Century. 

The  Public  Stews  wereantiently  kept  in  South- 
warkj  by  an  exprefs  Licence  from  the  Govern- 
ment, and  open  Permiffion  both  Civil  and  Eccle- 
iiaftical,  for  they  paid  regular  Taxes  to  the  Lord- 
Mayor  of  the  CityA  and  to  the  Bifhop  of  the  See, 

We  do  not  find  that  they  were  ever  molefted 
'till  the  25th  of  Edward  the  Third,  when,  in 
the  Parliament  at  Weftminjier,  at  the  Re  que  ft  of 
the  Londoners,  fays  Da?iiel,  an  Ad:  pafTed,  oblig- 
ing all  Common  Whores  to  diilinguim  them- 
felves,  by  wearing  Hoods  itriped  with  divers  Co- 
lours, or  Furs,  and  their  Gowns  turn'd  in/ide  out. 

This,  indeed,  was  but  a  Trifle  to  what  they 
fufTer'd  thirty  Years  after  by  Wat  7}  Vers  Rebellion. 

In  the  fifth  of  Richard  the  Second,  Wat 
marched  up  from  Dart-worth,  with  a  true  Spirit 
of  Reformation,  fully  refolv'd  to  burn  and 
deftroy  every  thing  that  oppos'd  him  :  If  the 
Archbimop's  Palace  at  Lambeth  could  notefcape, 
there  was  little  Mercy  to  be  expected  for  the 
Stews  *;  belides,  Whoring  was  not  the  leaft  of 
Wat's  Grievances:  He  began  his  Rebellion  by 
killing  a  Collector  of  the  Poll-Tax  for  being 
a  little  too  brifk  upon  his  Daughter;  and  his 
L  Antipathy 

*  On  the  Feaft  of  Corpus  Chri/tf,  or  the  13th  of  June, 
the  Commons  of  Kent  brake  down  the  Stew-Houses  near 
Lor  don- Bridge,  s.c  that  Time  in  the  hands  of  the  Frowes  of 
Flanders,  who  had  farmed  them  of  the  Mayqr  of  London. 

Sxow's  Chr on.  p.  2S5. 
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Antipathy  to  the  Stews  was  (till  increafed,  by 
the  Lord-Mayors  (hutting  the  City-Gates,  and 
denying  him  Entrance ;  for  he  could  not  re- 
venge the  Affront  more  effectually,  than  by  cut- 
ting off  fo  large  a  Branch  of  his  LordJIoifs  Re- 
venue. 

In  (hort,  every  thing  concurred  to  the  De- 
itrnclion  of  the  Stews,  and  demolifh'd  they 
were. 

This  Action,  however,  loft  Tyler  his  Life  j 
for  William  Walworth,  then  Lord-Mayor,  was 
the  very  Man  who  ftruck  him  firft  off  his 
Horfe  in  Smithfield:  For  which  the  King 
knighted  him,  gave  him  ioo/.  Peniion,  and 
added  the  Dagger  to  the  City-Arms. 

Whilft  Whoring  was  in  this  unfettled  Con- 
dition, the  Bijkop  thought  it  a  good  Opportu- 
nity to  ingrofs  the  whole  Profit  of  licenfing 
Courtezans,  which  occafion'd  them  frefh  Trou- 
ble ;  for  John  Northampton,  who  fucceeded 
Walworth,  either  piqued  at  the  Bifhop's  invading 
his  Right,  or  out  of  a  real  Reforming  Principle, 
for  he  was  a  Follower  of  Wickliff,  commenced 
a  fevere  Perfecution.  He  had  his  Spies  and 
Conftables  in  every  Street,  to  apprehend  Strollers ; 
and  fuch  Women  as  were  neither  handfome  nor 
rich  enough  to  bribe  his  Officers,  were  carried 
through  the  Streets  in  great  Pomp,  with  their 
Hair  (horn,  and  Trumpets  and  Pipes  playing 
before  them;  All  this  he  did  contrary  to  the 
exprefs  Commands  of  the   Bi£hop,   who  had 

fcveral 


(75  ) 

feveral  Bickerings  with  him  upon   that  Head, 

This  great  Reformer  John  Northampton  was, 
from  his  troublefome  Temper,  nick-nam'd 
Cumber-Town  j  and  as  he  fucceeded  Tyler  in 
the  Work  of  Reformation,  fo  he  had  like  to 
have  met  with  as  bad  a  Fate  :  For  two  Years 
after  he  was  found  guilty  of  High  Treafon, 
without  making  the  leaft  Defence  ;  had  his 
Goods  confiscated,  and  was  condemned  to 
perpetual  Imprifonment  ioo  Miles  from  London: 
Accordingly  he  was  fent  to  Tentagil-Cafile  in 
Cornwall. 

This  dreadful  Cumber-Town  being  removed, 
the  Stews  had  Leifure  to  re-fettle  themfelves  un- 
der the  Protection  of  the  Church  ;  and  enjoyed 
an  almoft  uninterrupted  Tranquillity  for  1 50 
Years. 

We  find,  indeed,  an  Act  paffed  at  Wejlmin- 

fier,  in  the  nth  of  Hen.  VI.  that    no  Keepers 

of  Stews,  or  Whore-Houfes  in  Southwark,  fhould 

be  impanneiled  upon  any  Jury,  or  keep  a  Tavern 

in  any  other  Place. 

But  the  moll:  fenfible  Blow  they  ever  felt, 
was  the  Invalion  of  the  French-Pox.  The 
Spaniards  had  brought  it  from  the  Iflands  of 
Florida  to  Naples,  and  the  Army  of  Charles 
VIII.  when  he  conquer'd  that  Kingdom  in 
the  Year  1495,  tranfmitted  it  into  France,  from 
whence  it  had  a  very  quick  PafTage  into  Eng- 
land; for  there  was  an  Act  palled  in  the  latter 
end  of  Henry  VII's  Reign,  for  expelling  out 
L  2,  of 
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of  the  Stews  all  fuch  Women  as  had  the  Fa- 
culty of  Burning  Men. 

However,  we  find  they  (till  continued  in 
good  Repute  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  VIII. 
*  and  yielded  a  considerable  Revenue  to  the 
Bifhop  of  London  \  for  Bucer,  in  one  of  his 
Books  againft  Gardiner >  taxes  him  with  it  as 
i; n  h:inous  Crime,,  that  he  jhould  receive  moji  of 
his  Rents  out  of  the  Public  Stews. 

After  this  terrible  Accufation,  we  may  eafily 
guefs  what  Quarter  our  Stews  met  with  at  the 
Reformation.  But  now  Bucer  has  got  his  Ends ; 
the  Stews  aredeftroy'dj  thofe  public  Nufances  are 
dernolifh'd  ;  Whoring  is  attack'd  on  all  hands 
without  Mercy  ;  and  what  then  ?  Why,  truly, 
by  mere  Dint  of  Reforming,  we  have  reduced 
Lewdnefs  to  that  pafs,  that  hardly  one  Bachelor 
in  the  Kingdom  will  lie  with  a  Woman,  if  he 
is  fare  that  (he's  not  found  j  and  very  few  mo- 
deft  Women  will  fuffer  a  Man  to  get  them 
with  Child,  unlefshe  makes  a  Promife  to  marry. 

In  (hort,  the  Truth  is,  we  are  at  this  prefent 
Writing  as  bad  as  we  can  be;  and  I  hope  I 
have  fairly  (hown  how  we  may  be  better. 

*  In  the  latter  end  of  March  (Anno  Reg.  Hen.  VIII.  36) 
«'  the  Steiues  on  the  Bank-fide  of  the  Thames,  in  Southward, 
was  put  down,  by  the  King's  Commandment,  which  was 
proclaimed  by  found  of  Trumpets,  no  more  to  be  privileged, 
or  ufed  as  a  common  Eordel!,  but  the  Inhabitants  of  thofe 
Houfes,  to  keep  good  and  honeA  Rule,  as  in  all  other  Places 
fx  the  Realm.  Stow's  Chron.  p.  591. 

APPENDIX. 


(  77  ) 


R 


APPENDIX. 

NUMBER     I. 

ICHARD  RAWLINSON,  L.  L.  D. 

and  R.  S.  S.  in  his  Account  oi  Southward 
*  informs  us,  that  next  to  the  Bear* 
Garden  on  the  Bank-Side  was  formerly  the 
Bordello,  or  Stewes,  fo  called  from  feveral 
Licenfed  Houfes  for  the  Entertainment  of 
Lewd  Perfons,  in  which  were  Women  pre- 
pared for  all  Comers.  They  were  fubject  to 
feveral  Laws  and  Regulations,  and  their  Man- 
ner of  Life  and  Privileged  Places,  received 
feveral   Confirmations  from  the  Crown. 

In  1 162,  King  Henry  II,  in  a  Parliament 
held  at  We/iminfler,  palled  an  Act,  confirming 
feveral  Ordinances,  Statutes,  and  old  Cuftoms 
obferved  in  that  Place,  amongft  which  the 
following  are  remarkable : 

That  no  Stew-Holder  or  his  Wife,  mould 
lett  or  ftay  any  fingle  Woman  to  go  and  come 
freely  at  all  Times  when  (he  lifted, 

No 

*  See    Aubreys  Natural    Hiltory  and   Antiqu ities  of  Surrey 

Zvo.    Vol.    V.    p,    221,  * 
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No  Stewholder  to  keep  any  Woman  to  board, 
but  me  to  board  abroad  at  her  Pleafure. 

To  take  no  more  for  the  Woman's  Chamber, 
than  fourteen  Pence. 

Not  to  keep  open  his  Doors  upon  the  Holy- 
day  s. 

Not  to  keep  anv  fingle  Woman  in  his  Houfe 
on  the  Holy-days,  but  the  Bailiff  to  fee  them 
voided  out  of  the  Lordmip. 

No  fingle  Woman  to  be  kept  againft  her 
Will,  that  would  leave  her  Sin. 

No  Stew-Holder  to  receive  any  Woman  of 
Religion,  or  any  Mans  Wife. 

No  fingle  Woman  to  take  Money  to  lie  with 
any  Man,  except  me  lye  with  him  all  Night, 
till  the  Morrow. 

No  Man  to  be  drawn  or  enticed  into  any 
Stew-Houfe. 

The  Conjlables,  Bailiffs,  and  others,  were 
every  Week  to  fearch  every  Stew-Houfe. 

No  Stew-Holder  to  keep  any  Woman  that 
hath  the  perillous  Infirmity  of  Burning,  nor  to 
fell  Bread,  Ale,  Flcfti,  Fifh,  Wood,  Coal,  or 
any  fort  of  Victuals. 

Anno  1345,  Stews  were  licenced  by  King 
Edward  III.  Anno  138 1,  thefe  Stew-Houfes 
belonged  to  William  Walworth,  Lord-Mayor  of 
London,  who  let  them  out  to  fome  Flemijh  Wo- 
men, and  foon  after  they  were  plundered  by  Walter 
Tyler ,and  the  rebellious  Kentijhmen,  when  proba- 
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bly  they  were  put  down,  and  again  fufFered,  and 
afterwards  confirmed  by  Henry  VI.  In  1 5065, 
King  Henry  VII.  for  fome  Time  (hut  up  thefe 
Houfes,  which  were  in  Number  Eighteen,  and 
not  long  after  renewed  their  Licence,  and  re- 
duced them  to  twelve ;  at  which  Number  they 
continued  till  their  final  Supprefiion  by  Sound 
of  Trumpet,  in  1  546,  by  King  Henry  VIII, 
whofe  tender  Confcience  ftartled  at  fuch  fcan- 
dalous  and  open  Lewdnefs.  The  fingle  Wo- 
men who  were  Retainers  to,  or  Inmates  in,  thefe 
Houfes,  were  excommunicated,  not  fuflered  to 
enter  the  Church  while  alive,  or  if  not  recon- 
ciled before  their  Death,  prohibited  Chriftian 
Burial,  and  were  interred  in  a  Piece  of  Ground 
called  the  Single-Women's  Church-Yard,  fet 
a-part  for  their  Ufe  only.  Thefe  Houfes  were 
dittinguifhed  by  feveral  Signs  painted  on  their 
Fronts,  as,  a  Boar's- Head,  the  Crane,  the 
Cardinal's  Hat,  the  Swan,  the  Bell,  the  Cafile, 
the  Cro/s-Keys,  and  the  Gun. 
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NUMBER     II. 

An  Attempt  to  prove  the  Antiquity  of  the 
Venereal  Difeale,  long  before  the  Dif- 
coveryofthe  Weft-Indies ;  in  a  Let- 
tertoDr,  jamesDquglass, M.  D. 


SIR, 

THE  Undertaking  I  am  at  prefent  engaged 
in,  is  to  prove  that  the  Venereal  Difeafe 
was  known  among  us,  much  earlier  than  the 
Mra,  which  has  been  generally  affign'd  for  its 
Rife  by  modern  Authors  ;  for  it  is  believed  it 
was  not  known,  at  lead  in  Europe,  till  about  the 
Year  1494.  Notwithstanding  which,  I  deter- 
mine to  make  it  evident,  that  it  was  frequent 
among  us  fome  Hundreds  of  Years  before  that 
Date.  I  could  mention  feveral  Phyiicians  and 
Surgeons  of  Eminence,  who  have  been  of  the 
of  the  fame  Sentiments,  particularly,  the  Lear- 
ned Dr.  Charles  Pqtin,  who  has  written  a  cu- 
rious DifTertation  to  prove  the  Antiquity  of  this 
Difeaje,  which  is  fufficient  to  excufe  me  from 
the  Imputation   of  having  fhtned   a  Novelty, 
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or  being  at  the  trouble  of  quoting  antient  Au- 
thorities before  taken  notice  of,  from  the  moft 
ancient  Writers  of  Medicine  j  as  Hippocrates, 
Galen,  Avicen,  Celfus,  &c.  and  even  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  I  (hall  therefore  lay  afide  all 
thole  foreign  Aids  and  Affiftances,  and  trace  out 
the  Symptoms  of  the  Difeafe,  as  they  naturally 
arife,  from  the  Jirji  Infection  to  the  laji  de- 
finitive Period,  and  fhew  that,  by  fearching 
into  our  own  Antiquities,  we  may  be  furnifhed 
with  Inflances  of  the  Frequency  of  the  Diftem- 
per  among  us,  in  all  its  refpeclive  Stages,  before 
ever  our  Modern  Authors  dream  it  had  its  Ap~ 
pearance  in  Europe \ 

I  fhall  begin  with  the  jirjl  Degree  of  this 
Difeafe,  and  prove  from  authentic  Evidences,  it 
was  anciently  call'd  the  Brenning  or  Burning ; 
and  that  this  Word  has  been  fucceffively  con- 
tinu'd  for  many  Hundreds  of  Years,  to  fignify 
the  fame  Difeafe  we  now  call  a  Clap  ;  and 
that  it  was  not  difcontinu'd  till  that  Appellation 
firft  began  to  have  its  Rife.  The  mod  likely 
Method  to  accomplish  my  Defign,  will  be  firft 
tp  examine  thofe  Records  that  relate  to  the 
StewSy  which  were  by  Authority  allowed  to  be 
kept  on  the  Bank- Side  in  Southward  under  the 
JurifdicYion  of  the  Bp.  of  Winchefter,  and 
which  were  fupprefTed  the  yjth  of  Hen.  VIII. 
For  it  is  impoffible  but,  if  there  were  any  fuch 
Diftemper  in  being  at  that  Time,  it  muft  be 
pretty  common  among  thofe  lewd  Women  who 
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had  a  Licence  for  entertaining  their  Paramours, 
notwithftanding  any  Rules  or  Orders  which 
might  be  eftablifn'd  to  prevent  its  Increafe: 
But  if  we  (hall  find  that  there  were  Orders 
eftabliuYd  to  prevent  the  Spreading  of  fuch  a 
Difeafe,  that  Perfons  might  be  fecure  from  any 
contagious  Malady  after  their  Entertainment  at 
thofe  Houfes  (which  were  anciently  18  in 
Number,  but  in  the  Reign  of  Hen.  VII.  re- 
duced to  12)  we  may  then  fecurely  depend 
upon  it,  that  it  was  the  Frequency  of  the  Dif- 
eafe that  put  thofe  who  had  the  Authority,  un- 
der a  neceffity  of  making  fuch  Rules  and  Orders. 
For  the  fame  Powers,  who  granted  a  Liberty  for 
keeping  open  fuch  lewd  Houfes,  mutt  find  it 
their  Intereil  to  fecure,  as  much  as  poffible,  all 
Perfons  from  receiving  any  Injury  there ;  left 
the  Frequency  of  fuch  Misfortunes  fhould  deter 
others  from  frequenting  them,  and  fo  the  origi- 
nal Defign  of  their  Institution  ceafe ;  from  the 
entire  finking  of  the  Revenues.  Now  I  find 
that,  as  early  as  the  Year  1162,  divers  Confti- 
tutions  relating  to  the  Lordfhip  of  Winchejler^ 
(being  alfo  confirmed  by  the  King)  were  to  be 
kept  for  ever,  according  to  the  old  Cuftoms  that 
had  been  Time  out  of  Mind.  Among  which 
thefe  were  fome,  viz.  1.  No  Stew-holder  to 
take  more  for  a  Woman  s  Chamber  in  the  Week 
than  14  d.  2.  Not  to  keep  open  his  Doors  upon 
Holy  Days.  3.  No  Jingle  Woman  to  be  kept 
againjl  her  Will,  that  would  leave  her  Sin.     4. 
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No  Jingle  Wot7ian  to  take  Money  to  lie  with  any 
Man,  except  fie  lie  with  him  all  Night  till  the 
Morning.     5.  No   Stew- holder  to  keep  any  Wo- 
-   man  that  hath  the  perilous  Infirmity  of  Burning, 
Thefe  and  many  more  Orders  were  to  be  ftrictly 
obferved,  or  the  Offenders  to  be  feverely  punifhed. 
Now  we  are  allured,  there  is  no  other  Difeafe 
that  can  be  communicated  by  Carnal-Conver- 
fiation  with  Women,  but  that  which  is  Venereal^ 
by  reafon  that  only  is  contagious ;  and  its  evi- 
dent the  Burning  was  certainly  fo :    For,  had 
it  been  nothing  elfe  but  fome  fimple  Ulceration, 
Heat,  or  Inflammation,  there  would  have  been 
no  Contagion  ;  and  that  affecting  only  the  Wo- 
man, could   not  be  communicated  by  any  Ve- 
nereal Congrefs,  and  fo  not  infer  a  Neceffity  of 
her  being  comprehended  under  the  retraining 
Article.     Thefe  Orders  likewife  prove  the  Dif- 
eafe was  much   more  ancient  than  the  Date 
above-mentioned;    becaufe  they   were  only  a 
Renewal  of  fuch  as  had  been  before  eftablimed 
Time  out;  of  Mind. 

But  to  confirm  this  farther,  I  find  that  in  the 
Cuftody  of  the  Bp.  of  Winchefler,  whofe  Pa- 
lace was  fuuate  on  the  Bank-fide,  near  the  Stews, 
was  a  Book  written  upon  Vellum,  the  Title  of 
which  runs  thus :  Here  begynne  the  Ordinances, 
Rules,  and  Cufioms,  as  well  for  the  Salvation  of 
Mamies  Life,  as  for  to  afchew  many  Mifchiefs 
and  Inconvenient*  that  daily  be  lik  there  for  to  fall 
put,  to  be  rightfully  kept ,  and  due  Execution  of  them 
Ma  to 
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to  be  done  unto  any  Perfon  within  the  fame.  On  c 
of  the  Articles  begins  thus :  De  his  qui  cujlo- 
diunt  Muliereshabentes  Nephandam  infirmitatem. 
It  goes  on,  Item,  'That  no  Stew-holder  keep  noo 
Woman  wy  thin  his  Houfe,  that  hath  any  Sicknefsof 
BRENNING,  but  that jhe  be  put  out  upon  thepeyne 
of  makeit  a  fine  unto  the  Lord  of  a  hundred  Shil- 
lings. This  is  taken  from  the  Original  Ma- 
nufcript,  which  was  preferv'd  in  the  Biihop's 
Court,  fuppos'd  to  be  written  about  the  Year 
1430.  From  thefe  Orders  we  may  obferve  the 
Frequency  of  the  Diftemper  at  that  Time ; 
which,  with  other  Inconveniences,  was  dayly 
like  there  for  to  fall  out :  and  the  Greatneis  of 
the  Penalty,  as  the  Value  of  Money  then  was, 
that  is  laid  on  it,  proves  it  was  no  trifling  or 
infignifkant  thing. 

But  the  bare  Proof  of  there  having  been 
anciently  fuch  a  Difeafe  as  was  called  the  Burning, 
may  be  thought  to  be  infufficient,  unlefs  we 
were  perfectly  allured  what  it  was,  and  how  it 
was  in  thole  Times  defcribed :  I  mall  therefore 
do  it  from  an  unqueftionable  Authority,  which 
is  that  of  'John  Arden,  Efq;  who  was  one  of 
the  Surgeons  to  King  Richard  II.  and  like- 
wife  to  King  Henry  IV.  In  a  curious  Manu- 
fcript  of  his  upon  Vellum,  he  defines  it  to  be, 
a  certain  inward  Heat  and  Excoriation  of  the 
Urethra  j  which  Defcription  gives  us  a  perfect 
Idea  of  what  we  now  call  a  Clap,  for  frequent 
pifTeelions   of  thofe   who  laboured  under  that 
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Difeafe,  have  made  it  evident,  that  their  Urethra 
is  excoriated  by   the  Virulency  of  the  Matter 
they  receive  from  the  infected  Woman  j  and* 
this   Excoriation    or  Ulceration  is  not  confined 
to   the    Ojtiola  or    Mouths   of   the    Glandules 
Mufcofce,   as  has  been  lately  thought,  but  may 
equally   alike  attack  any   Part  of  the  Urethra 
not  beyond  the  reach  of  the  impelled  malignant 
Matter.     The   Heat  before   defcribed,    which 
thefe  Perfons  are  fenfible  of,  as  well  now  as  for- 
merly,  is  a  Confequent  of  the  excoriated  Ure- 
thra ;  for  the  Salts  contained  in  the  Urine  muft 
necefTarily  prick  and  irritate  the  nervous  Fibrillar, 
and  excite  a  Heat  in  thofe  Parts  of  the  Urethra 
which   are   diverted  of  its  natural  Membrane; 
which  Heat  will  always  be  obferved  to  be  more 
or  lefs,  as  the  Salts  are  diluted  with  a  greater  or 
lefs  Quantity  of  Urine ;  a  thing  I  have  often  ob- 
ferved in  Perfons  who  have  laboured  under  this 
Infirmity  in  hot  Weather,  when  the  perfpirable 
Matter  being  thrown  off  in  greater  Quantities, 
the  Salts  bear  agreater  Proportion  to  the  Quantity 
of  Urine,  and  thereby  make  itsDilcharge  at  that 
Time  (o  much  the  more  painful  and  troublefome. 
Thus    we   fee   this  very  early  and  plain  De- 
fcriptipn  of  this  Difeafe  among  us,  to  be  entirely 
conformable   to  the  lateft  and  moll  exact  Ana- 
tomical Difcoveries.     Here  is  no  Tone  of  the 
Tejlicks  depraved,  according  to  T'rajanus  Petro- 
nius;    no   Exulceration   of  the  Paraftatce,  ac- 
cording  to  Rondelctius-,    no  Ulceration  of  the 
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Seminal  Veffels,  according  to  Platerus;  no  Seat 
of  the  Difeafe  in  the  Vejiculce  Seminales,  or 
Proftatte,  according  to  Bartholin ;  nor  in  thofe 
Parts  and  the  Tefticles  at  the  fame  Time,  ac- 
cording to  our  Countryman  Wharton  and  others, 
who  have  falfly  fixed  the  Seat  of  this  Difeafe, 
and  whofe  Notions,  in  this  refpect,  are  now 
juftly  exploded;  but  a  fingle  and  true  De- 
icription  of  it,  and  its  Situation,  about  150 
Years  before  any  of  thofe  Gentlemen  obliged 
the  World  with  their  learned  Labours. 

Having,   I  hope,  fufficiently  made  it  appear, 
the  Burning  was  a  Difeafe  very  early  among  us, 
and  given  the  Defcription  of  it,  I  mail  proceed 
to  fay  fomething  of  the  ancient  Method  that 
was   made  ufe   of  to  cure  it.     We  are  not  to 
expect  the  Meafures  our  PredecefTors,    in  thofe 
early  Times,    made  ufe  of,  mould  be  calculated 
for  the  removing  any   Malignity  in  the  Mafs 
of  Blood,  or  other  Juices,  according  to  the  Prac- 
tice in  Venereal  Cafes  at  this  Time ;    becaufe 
they   looked    upon    the    Difeafe  to  be  entirely 
local,   and  the   Whole    of  the  Cure  to  depend 
upon  the   Removal  of  the  Symptoms :  Hence 
it   was  they   recommended  fuch  Remedies  as 
were  accommodated  to  the  taking  offthe  inward 
Heat  of  the  Part,  and  cure  the  Excoriations  or 
Ulcerations  of  the    Urethra.     The  Procefs  for 
the  accomplifhing  of  this,  I  ihall  fet  down  from 
the   before-mentioned   John  Arden%  who  wrote 
about  the  Year  1380.  His  Words  are  as  follow: 
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Contra  Incendium.  Item  contra  Incendiiim  Virgcs 
Virilis  interim  ex  calore  &  excoriatione,  fiat  talis 
Syringa  (i.  e.  Injec~li6)  lenitiva.  Accipe  Lac 
mulieris  mafculum  nutrientis^  &  parum  zuca- 
rium,  Oleum  violte  &  ptifante,  qui  bus  commixtis 
per  Syringa  m  infundator,  &  fi  prcediSiis  admif- 
cueris  lac  Amigdalarum  ?nelior  erit  medic'uia. 
There  is  no  doubt  but  this  Remedy,  being  ufed 
to  our  Patients  at  this  Time,  would  infallibly 
take  off  the  inward  Heat  of  the  Part,  and  cure 
the  Excoriations  or  Ulcerations  of  the  Urethra, 
by  which  means  what  ifliied  from  thence  would 
be  entirely  ftopt :  and  this  was  all  they  expected 
from  their  Medicines,  forafmuch  as  they  were 
entirely  unacquainted  with  the  Nature  of  the 
Diftemper ;  and  did  not  in  the  leaft  imagine, 
but  if  the  Symptoms  that  firfl  attack'd  the  Part 
were  removed,  the  Patient  was  entirely  cured. 
I  fhall  now,  as  a  farther  Confirmation  of 
what  I  have  advanced,  proceed  to  prove,  that  by 
this  Brenning  or  Burning  is  meant  the  Ve- 
nereal Difeaje,  by  demon  fixating  that  fucceedino- 
Hiftorians,  Phyfkal  and  Chirurgical  Writers, 
and  others,  have  all  along  with  us  in  England 
ufed  the  very  fame  Word  to  fignify  the  Vene- 
real Malady.  In  an  old  Manufcript,  I  have, 
written  about  the  Year  1390.  is  a  Receipt  for 
Brenning  of  the  Pyntyl,  yat  Men  clepe  ye 
Apegalle ;  Galle  being  an  old  Englifh  Word  for 
a  running  Sore.  They  who  know  the  Etymo- 
logy  of  the  Word  Apron,   cannot  be   ignorant 
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of  this.  And  in  another  Manufcript,  written 
about  50  Years  after,  is  a  Receipt  for  Burning 
in  that  Part  by  a  Woman.  Simon  Tijh,  a 
zealous  Promoter  of  the  Reformation  in  the 
Reign  of  Hen.  VIII.  in  his  Supplication  of 
Beggars,  prefented  to  the  King,  in  1530,  fays 
as  follows,  Thefe  be  they  (fpeaking  of  the  Romijh 
Priejls)  that  corrupt  the  whole  Generation  of 
Mankind  in  your  R.ea!m,  that  catch  the  Pockes 
of  one  Woman  arid  bear  them  to  another ;  that 
be  Burnt  with  one  Woman  and  bear  it  to  another  % 
that  catch  the  Lepry  of  one  Woman  and  bare  it 
unto  another.  But  to  make  this  Matter  ftill 
more  evident,  I  am  to  obferve,  that  Andrew 
Boord,  M.  D.  and  Pvomifh  Prieft,  in  the  fame 
Reign,  in  a  Book  he  wrote,  entitl'd  The  Breviary 
of  Health,  printed  in  1546,  fpeaks  very  par- 
ticularly of  this  fort  of  Burning ;  one  of  his 
Chapters  beginneth  thus,  The  19th  Chapiter  doth 
■fiew  of  BURNING  of  an  Harlot;  where  his 
Notion  of  communicating  the  Burning  is  very 
particular.  He  adds,  that  if  a  Man  be  Burnt 
with  an  Harlot,  and  do  meddle  with  another 
Woman  within  a  Day,  he  mall  Burn  her ;  and 
as  an  immediate  Remedy  againft  the  Burning,  he 
recommends  the  warning  the  Pudenda  2  or  3 
times  with  White  Wine,  or  elfe  with  Sack  and 
Water ;  but  if  the  Matter  have  contisued  long, 
to  go  to  an  expert  Surgeon  for  Help.  In  his 
8 2d  Chapter,  he  fpeaks  of  two  forts  of  Burning, 
the  One  by  Fire,  and  the  Other  by  a  Woman 
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thro'  carnal  Copulation,  and  refers  the  Perfbri 
that  is  Burnt  of  a  Harlot  to  another  Chapter 
of  his  for  Advice,  what  to  do,  yf  he  get  a 
Dorfer  or  two,  (o  called  from  its  Protuberancy 
or  bunching  out:  For  I  find  about  that  Time 
the  Word  Bubo  was  moftly  made  ufe  of,  to 
fignify  that  fort  of  Swelling  which  ufually  hap- 
pens in  peitilential  Difeafes. 

From  hence   it  appears,  the  Burning,   by  its 
Confequents,    was    Venereal ',    lince  every  Day's 
Experience  makes  it  evident,  that  the  ill  Treat- 
ment   of  the   firft   Symptoms   of  the  Difeafe, 
either  by  aftringent  Medicines,  or  the  removing 
them   by   cooling   and    healjng    the  excoriated 
Parts,    will    generally    be    attended    with   fuch 
Swellings  in  the  Groin,  which  we  rarely  obierve 
to   happen   from   any  other  Caufe  whatfoever. 
I   mall    give    a   few    m'ore  In  fiances  of  this 
Difeafe  being  call'd  the  Burning,  and  conclude. 
In   a  Manufcript  I  have  of    the  Vocation  of 
John   Bale   to    the    Bimoprick    of    OJ/'orv    in 
Ireland,  written    by  himfelf,  he  fpeaks  of  Dr. 
Hugh    We  [Ion   (who  was  Dean    of  Wind/or  in 
1556.  but  deprived  by  Cardinal  Pole  for  Adul- 
tery)   as    follows,   "   At   this    Day  is  lecherous 
*'•  Wefton,   who  is  more  practifed  in   the  Art  of 
<c  Brech-Burninx  than    all    the  Whores  of  the 
cc   Stews.     And   again,    foeaking    ot  the    iame 
Perfon,    he  lays,   "  He  not    long   ago  brent  a 
"  Beggar   in   St.  Botolph's  Fari(b.     The  fame 
Author  fays  of  him  elfewhere,   "  He  had  been 
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"  fore  Bitten  with  a  Winchefier  Goofe,  and  was 
not  yet  healed  thereof;  which  was  a  common 
Phrafe  for  the  Pox  at  that  Time,  becaufe  the  Stews 
were  under  the  Jurifdi&ion  of  the  Bifhop  of 
Winchefier.  Mich,  Wood,  in  his  Epijlle  before 
Stephen  Gardiner's  Oration  de  vera  Obedientia, 
printed  at  Rhoan,  1553.  gives  another  Evidence 
of  the  Burning.  And  William  Bulfein,  & 
Phyfician  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Eliz.  in  a  Book 
he  publitli'd,  cali'd  fhe  Bulwark  of  Defence,  &c. 
printed  in  1 562.  bringing  in  Sicknefs  demanding 
of  Health  what  he  (hould  do  with  a  Difeafe 
cali'd  the  French  Pockes,  Health  anfwers,  "  He 
"  would  not  that  any  Jhould  fijhe for  this  Difeafe, 
tl  or  to  be  bold  when  he  is  bitten  to  thynke  thereby 
4f  to  be  helped,  bvt  rather  to  efchewe  the  Caufe  of 
(i  thys  Infirmity }  and  filthy  rotten  Burning  of 
u  Harlots. 

London,  Feb.  4.  .  WlLLIAM  Beckett 

1717-15. 
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A  Second   Letter   on    the  fame  Subjecl 
to  William  Wagstaffe,  M.  D. 


S  I  R,° 

EFORE  I  engage  farther,  in  proving 
that  the  Venereal  Dt'Jeafe,  when  it  came 
to  be  confirmed,  was  frequently  known  among 
us  fome  hundreds  of  Years  before  the  Siege  of 
Naples:  I  (hall  endeavour  to  refute  the  Opinion 
of  thofe  Perfons,  who  believe  it  to  have  had 
its  Rife  there,  if  any  fuch  (hall  remain.  True 
indeed  it  is,  that  there  have  not  been  wanting 
feveral  modern  Authors,  who  have  aiferted  it ; 
but  I  determine  to  make  it  appear  to  be  an  Error 
as  inconfiderately,  and  hafliiv  received,  asitarted 
by  fome  Chimerical  Author;  who,  becaufe 
feveral   Writers   about  that  time,  obfervins  the 
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Difeafe  to  begin  in  the  Pudenda,  (eparated  it 
from  another,  with  which  it  was  before  con- 
founded, muft  likewife  take  upon  him  to  affert 
Jts  being  a  new  Diftemper,  and  to  affign  a  certain 

Time 
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Time  and  Place  for  its  Rife.     Now  one  mig;ht 
with  all  the  Reafon  in  the  World  expect,  that 
if  the    Difcafe    had   its  Original  there,  it  moil 
have  been   fo  certainly  and    infallibly  known, 
that  there   could  have  been  no  doubtful  or  un- 
certain Opinions  about  it,  but  that  the  Phyiicians, 
who   refided   in  or   near  the  Place,    and  thofe 
more  efpecially,   who   interefted    themfelves  fo 
far  as  to   write  of  it,  mutt  have,  all  of  them  to 
a  Man,  agreed  upon  the  Certainty  of  a  thing, 
the    Knowledge    of  the   Truth  of  which  was 
fo   eafily     attainable.     But    on    the   contrary, 
Nicholas  Lecnicenns,    who  was  the  firft  Italian 
Phyfician,   that  wrote  of  this  Difeafe,  and  who 
lived  at  the  very  time,  when  Naples  was  befieged, 
is  fo  far  irom  acknowledging  it  to  have  had  its 
Rife  there,  from  the  French  Soldiers  Conversation 
with   the  Italian   Women,   and  fo  little  did  he 
know  of  its  true  Cauie,  that  he  does  not' allow 
it  to  be  the  Confequent  of  impure  Embraces. 
About  this  time   it    was   likewife,    that  Pope 
Alexander    the  Vlth  engaged  Gaj'par  Tor  ell  a  to 
write   of  this  Diftemper.     This   Pope  was  in 
League  with  Alfhonjus  King  of  Naples,  againiV 
Charles   VIII.   King  of  France,  to  prevent  his 
paffing   thro'    Italy,    when   he  went  to  beiiege 
Naples;  yet  this  Author  is  fo  far  from  allowing 
it  to  have  had  its  Original  therea  that  he  tells  us, 
the  Aftrologers  were  of  opinion,  that  it  proceeded 
from  I  know  not  what  particular  Constellation^ 
Nor  does   SebaHiarius  Aquilanits,  who  lived    at 
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that  time,  allow  it  to  be  any  other  than  an  anci- 
ent Difeaie  ;  or  Antonius  Scanarclius,  who  wrote 
in  1498,  which  was  but  4  or  5  Years  after  that 
SieTC.     Nor   do    feveral    other    Authors,    then 
living,   fay    one    Word   about   this  Neapolitan  "* 
Story.     But    it    feems     Ulricus  de   Hutteny   a 
German  Kt.    no    Phyfician,    pofitively   affirms 
this  Difeafe  to  have  had  its  Rife  there  ;  but  how 
he  ihould   come   to   know   this,  who  lived  at 
fuch  a  diffance  from  the  Place,  and  they,  who 
v/ere    Phyficians   rending  as  it   were  upon  the 
Spot,  be  ignorant  of  it,  will  be  as  much  credited, 
as   his   following  inconliftent  Relation,  which 
will  fufficiently  prove,   how  little  care  he   took 
to  be  apprifed  of  the  Truth  of  what  he  wrote 
This  very  Author  tells  us,   the  Difeafe  was  un- 
known till  the  Year  1493,  or  thereabouts ;  that 
he  himfelf  had  it,  when  he  was  a  Child,  and  fo 
confequently  that  it  was  hereditay,  or  from  the 
Nurfe.     He  wrote  his  Book  of  this  Diftemper  at 
Mentz^  where  it  was  printed  by  John  Scheffer  in 
4/5,  1519.     Nowif  we  allow  him  to  be  but  27 
Years  of  Age,  when  he  wrote,  (for  he  cannot  be 
fuppos'd  to  be  lets,  who  before  this  took  upon  him 
to  curehisFatherof  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  without 
the  Affifhnce  of  any   Phyfician   or    Surgeon,) 
he  muft  have  had   the   Diffemper  upon  him, 
according   to   his  own  Account,    before  ever  it 
was  in  being.     Thus  we  may  fee,  how  perfons 
may  be  impos'd  upon  by  a  hafty  and  inconlifrent 
Writer,   no   way   qualified  for  fiic-h  an  Under- 
taking 
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taking,  and  greedily  receive  in  Falfhoods  inftead 
of  Truths,  if  they  will  not  be  at  the  Pains  of 
conJulring  the  Original  Writings  of  our  Pre- 
decefTors,  the  only  fure  Method  of  overthrowing 
fuch  chimerical  *.nd  imaginary  Notions. 

I  have  in  my  former  Letters,  to  Dr.  Doug- 
lass,  fuMcierntly    I   think  proved  that  the^r/2 
Degree  of  the  Venereal  Dijeaje  was  very  com- 
mon among  us  fome  hundreds  of  Years  before  it 
is  commonly  faid  to  have  been  known  in  Europe ; 
there  will  be  no  Reafon  for  any  body  to  con- 
ceive we  were  at  that  time  in  any  meafure  Stran- 
gers to  it,   when  it   came    to   be   confirmed; 
more  efpecially,  when  we  coniider  the  Methods 
of  Treatment  in  thofe  Times,  which  confirming 
principally   in    topical   Applications,    many   of 
their  Patients  could  not  poifibly  efcape  having 
it  confirmed   on  them.     Now  when  it  was  in 
this  confirmed  State,  the  Writers  of  thofe  early 
times  looked  upon  it  as  an  entirely  new  Difeafe, 
and  not  a  Confeqtient  of  any  Evil  before  con- 
tracted, becauie  they  were  not  apprifed,  that  the 
firjl  Symptoms  being  removed,  and  the  Difeafe 
to  Appearance  cured,  it  mould  afterwards  difco- 
ver  it  felf  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  fhould  not  feem 
to  have  the  leaft  Analogy  with  the  Symptoms, 
that  firft  attack'd  a  part  which  had  been  for  a 
'.considerable  time   free    from   any    Misfortune. 
But  becaufe  the   Symptoms  are  the  only  true 
Character! fticks,    whereby  we  are  infallibly  able 
fo  know  one  Difeafe  from  another,  it  may  be 

expected. 
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expected,   that  I  produce  fufficient  Authorities 
to  demonftrate  they  were  all  of  them  known 
and  defcribed  by  ancient  Phyfical.  and  Chirur- 
gical   Writers,  juft  as  they  appear  to  be  in  the 
Venereal  Difeafe  at  this  Day,  if  I  would  prove 
that   Difeafe  to  be  of  a  much  more   ancient 
Date,  than  is  generally  thought;    and  if  I  do 
this,  I  cannot  but  think  it  will  be  fatisfactory, 
fince  we  can  have  no  other  way  of  coming  to  a 
Knowledge  of  any  one  Diftemper,  than  by  its 
Symptoms.     The  Method  of  laying  down  the 
exact  Succeffion  of  them,  will  be  impoffible  to 
be  reduced  to  any  certain  and  infallible  Rule, 
there  being  fo  great  a  Variety  of  Caufes,  that 
obfrrucl  fuch  a  Regularity ;   for  which  Reafon, 
I  mail  take  notice  of  them  in  fuch  Order  as  they 
mod:  generally  appear,  which  was  upon  no  ac- 
count to  be  expected  from  our  antient  Writers, 
infomuch    as  they    mention  every    particular 
Symptom  by  it  fslf,  not  knowing  but  that  they 
were  independent  of  each  other,  and  that  each 
of  them  was  a  diftinct  Difeafe.     However,  the 
proving  thefe  Symptoms  were  in  being  in  thefe 
early   times,   will  be  as  flrong  an  Argument  to 
prove  the  Antiquity  of  this   Diftemper,  as  if 
they  had  been  regifter'd  in  the  mod  exact  Order 
of  Succeffion,  becaufe  we  lhall,  upon  the  ilricteft 
Examination,    find    they  are   peculiar   to   the 
Venereal  Malady  only.     I  have,    I  hope,  fuffi- 
ciently  made  it  appear  in  my  former  Letter,  that 
the   firft  Degree  of  this  Difeafe  was  anciently 

known 
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known  among  us  by  the  name  of  Brening,  or 
Burning ;  and  that  it  was  the  fame  Thing  with 
what  we  now  call  a  Clap,  The  Symptoms, 
which  are  ufually  its  Concomitants,  are  the 
Phymojis,  and  Parahphymojis,  both  which  are 
accurately  defcribed,  and  proper  Remedies  for 
them  fet  down  by  John  Arden,  Efq  j  in  another 
Manufcript  of  his,  curioufly  written  upon 
Vellum,  and  beautifully  illuminated.  The 
imprudent  Method  of  Cure  of  this  Jirfi  Degree 
of  the  Venereal  Malady r,  is  fom.etirn.es  attended 
with  a  Caruncle  in  the  Urethra,  which  was  a 
Difeafe  very  common  among  us  anciently  :  For 
not  to  mention  other  early  writers,  Arden  gives 
us  the  Cafe  of  a  certain  Rector,  who  had  fuch  a 
Sub/lance,  like  a  Wart,  growing  in  the  Penis, 
which  he  fays  frequently  happens,  and  of  another 
which  had  fuch  an  Excrescence  as  big  as  afmall 
Strawberry,  which  (fays  he)  proceeded  from  the. 
corrupted  Matter  remaining  in  the  Urethra. 
And  indeed  there  is  not  any  Symptom  of  the 
Venereal  Difeafe,  that  I  find  fo  often  mentioned 
as  this  of  the  Caruncle,  infornuch  that  it  feems 
to  have  been  more  common  in  thofe  early  'Times, 
than  at  this  Day.  But  this  muft  be  certainly 
owing  to  the  fmooth  and  oily  Remedies  they 
were  continually  injecting,  which,  by  their 
relaxing  and  foftning  the  Fibres  of  the  Part, 
mull:  neceffarily  difpofe  the  Contexture  of  fmall 
Blood  VefTels,  lodged  at  the  bottom  of  the  little 
Ulcerations,  to  fill  with  nutritious  juices,  and 

to 
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to  extend  themfelves  fo,  as  to  form  fuch  fungous 
Excrefcences  j  and  fo  felicitous  were  they  for 
removing  thefe  Inconveniences,  that  they  made 
ufe  of  feveral  Ways  by  Corrolives  and  other 
Methods,  to  accompli(h  this  end  ;  and  a  very 
early  Writer  among  us,  has  given  a  very  me- 
thodical and  curious  Tract  on  this  Subject:, 
wherein  he  recommends  the  removing  them  by 
the  medicated-Candle,  which  we  ufe  at  this  Day, 
and  lays  down  divers  other  Inftructions,  in 
relation  to  it,  which  makes  it  probably  the  beft 
Difcourfe  on  this  Subject,  that  was  ever  yet 
written.  He  takes  notice  of  thofe  contumacious- 
Ulcers,  which  happen  upon  the  Glans  and  the 
neighbouring  Parts,  which  we  now  call  Shan- 
kers-}  andthegreat  Trouble  our  ancient  Authors 
found  in  attempting  their  Cure,  fufficiently  dis- 
cover them  to  have  had  their  Original  from  a 
Venereal  Infection.  Thefe  feveral  Symptoms 
of  the  Venereal-Malady  our  early  Writers  are 
very  full  in  their  Accounts  of,  and  others,  when 
the  Difeafe  was  in  a  more  confirmed  Stats,  to 
which  they  appropriated  particular  Names, 
perhaps  more  fignificant  and  exprefiive  than 
thofe  impofed  by  modern  Authors.  Thus  the 
Buboes  in  the  Groin  they  called  Dorfers,  which 
I  have  given  a  Reafon  for  before  ;  2nd  the  Ve- 
nereal-Nodes on  the  Shin- Bones  they  termed  the 
Boon-haw  t  which  gives  us  a  perfect  Idea,  not  only 
of  the  Part  affected,  but  after  what  manner  it 
was  difeafed  ;    for  the  old  Englifh  Word  Have, 
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figniried  a  Swelling  of  any  Part.  Thus  far 
inftance,  a  little  Swelling  upon  the  Cornea,  was 
anciently  called  the  Haws  in  the  Eye  ;  and  the 
Swelling  that  frequently  happens  on  the  Finger, 
on  one  fide  the  Nail,  was  called  the  White-Hawe, 
and  afterwards  Whitflaw.  The  Procefs  this 
Author  recommends,  for  the  Cure  of  the  Boon 
or  Bone-Hawe,  is  by  making  uie  of  a  Plaifier, 
which  had  a  Hole  cut  in  the  midfr,  to  cir~ 
cumfcribe  it ;  and  applying  a  Caufiic  of  unflacked 
Lime,  and  black  Soap  incorporated  together  -y 
which  Plaifter  and  Bandage  were  to  be  fecured 
on  the  part  4  Hours,  and  longer,  if  that  was 
not  found  fufficient :  After  this  he  proceeds  to 
the  feparating  the  Slough,  &c.  This  Practice 
of  his  feems  to  have  been  found  out  by  acci- 
dent. For  he  tells  us,  when  he  was  a  young 
Practitioner,  he  having  applyed  both  the  Natural 
and  Artificial  Arfenic  to  the  Leg  of  a  Man, 
who  was  his  Patient,  it  fo  mortified  the  Flefh, 
as  furprized  him  ;  but  by  proper  Digeftives,  the 
EJthar  coming  off,  and  leaving  the  Bone  bare, 
he  fcraped  it  with  an  Inftrument  for  feveral 
Days,  and  drefl  it  with  Incarnatives,  defigning 
to  have  ingendred  Flefh  on  it  s  but  this  proving 
unfuccefsful,  he  continued  to  fcrape  it,  tiii  he 
obierved  it  move  under  the  Inftrument  j  after 
which  having  feparated  it,  he  found  the  Sore 
cdvered  with  new  Flefli,  and  that  the  Bone  was 
4  Iches  in  length,  2  in  breadth,  and  very  thick, 
upon  the  Remeval  of  which   the  Patient  was 
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ioon  cured.     Thus  it's  probable  this  Obfervation 
of  this  great  Man  led  our  PredecefTors  to  prac- 
tife  the  very  fame  Method ;  and  we  do  at  this 
Day  in  our  Hofpitals  treat  the  Venereal  Nodes  on 
the  Shifts  exactly  as  is  here  defcribed,  where  we 
obferve  the  fame  Appearances,  he  fo  long  before 
took  notice  of;    and  it  is  not  in  the  leaft  to  be 
doubted,   but  the  Boon-Haw  and   our  Venereal 
Nodes  are  the  fame  Difeafe.     By  the  Appearance 
of  fome   of  the  laft    of  thefe  Symptoms,    we 
infallibly  judge  the  Patient  has   had  the  Infec- 
tion  upon    him   a    confiderable  time,  and  that 
the  Difeafe  is  making  its  gradual  Advances,  to 
the  corrupting  and  deftroying  the  whole  Frame 
of  the  Body.     That  this  was  the  Conclufion  of 
the  Miferies  of  thofe  Perfons,  who#  gave  thcm- 
felves   up  to  the  deceitful-Delights  and  Enter- 
tainments of  lewd-Women,  in  thofe  early-times 
as  well  as  now,  1  cannot  better  prove  than  by 
thofe   remarkable  Inftances  you  quoted  from  a 
MS.  in  Lincoln-CoMedge,  m  Oxon,  Viz.     Novi 
enim    ego   Magijler    Thomas   Gafcoigne,    licet 
indig*us,J acres  Theologies  Doclor,  qui  heecfcripfi 
&  collegia   diverfos  viros,   qui  mortal  fuerunt  ex 
putrefaclione   membrorum  fuorum  genitalium-,  & 
corporis  Jul;    quce  corruptio  &  putrefatlioj  ut 
ipfi  dixerunt,  caufata  juit  per  exercitium  copuL? 
camalis  cum  mulieribus.     Magnus  enim  dux  in 
Anglia^fcil.  J.  de  Gaunt,    mortuus  efl   ex   tali 
putrefacltione  membrorum  genitalia??!,  &  corporis 
fid,     caufata    per   frequent  at  ionem    mulierum. 
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Magnus  enim  fornicator  fuiti  ut  in  toto  Regno 
Angha  divulgabatur,  £?  ante  mortem  juam  jacem 
fie  tnfirmus  in  leclo,  eandem  putref actionem  Regi ; 
Anglic  Ricardo  fecundo  oftendit,  cum  idem  Rex 
eundem  Ducem  in  fud  infirmitate  vifttavit ;  & 
dixit  mi  hi  qui  ijia  novit  unus  fidelis  fa'crte  'Tbec- 
hgitz  Baccalaureus.Willus  etiam  hnge  vir  matured 
cetatis  &  de  civitat.  Londonii,  mortuus  eft  ex  tali 
putrefadiione  membrorum  fuorum  genitalium,  & 
corporis  fuii  caufatd  per  copulam  carnalem  cum 
Mulieribus,  ut  ipfemct  pluries  conjefj'us  eft  ante 
mortem  Jit  am ,  quum  manufua  propria  eleemofynas 
diftribuit,  ut  ego  novi,  anno  Dm.  1430.  Now 
what  thofe  Id  (lances  mentioned  from  Ardeny 
or  thefc  from  Gafcoigne,  who  was  then  Chancel- 
lor of  Oxford^  could  poffibly  be,  but  Venereal- 
CafeSj  I  would  be  obliged  to  any  body  to  inform 
me.  Certain  it  is,  no  Difeafe  was  ever  known 
to  be  gotten  by  the  carnal  Converfation  of  Wo- 
men, which  firft  attacked  the  Genitals,  caufing 
a  Corruption  an,d  Putrefaction  of  them,  and 
afterward  of  the  whole  Frame  of  the  Body, 
but  that  which  is  Venereal  For  nothing  is 
more  commonly  known  at  this  Day,  than  that 
after  the  Venereal-Engagement  with  an  impure 
Woman,  the  Penis  is  the  Part  where  the  Scene 
is  firft  laid  for  the  fucceeding  Tragical  Appearan- 
ces; and  there,  and  in  the  Neighbouring  Parts, 
do  the  Symptoms  of  the  Difeafe,  as  its  Retainers, 
always  fir'ft  affemble,  till  the  malignant  Poifon 
taints  the  Blood  and  other  Juices;  which  being 
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convey 'd  over  the  whole  Frame  of  the  human 
Fabric,  if  not  check'd,  foon  brings  about  its 
total  Corruption. 

We  do  not  indeed  find  the  Dlfeafe  mentioned 
by  Gafcoigneyw&s  diftinguiuYd  by  any  particular 
Name:  But  great  Numbers  muft  unavoidr 
ably  die  of  the  Venereal-Malady  at  that  time, 
from  the  imperfect  Knowledge  of  thofe  who 
had  the  Treatment  ofthefirft  Degrees  of  it.  It 
muft  necefTarily  follow,  therefore,  that  when  the 
whole  Frame  of  the  Body  had  receiv'd  a  Taint 
from  the  Venereal-Poijon,  fo  as  to  occafion  its 
breaking-out  in  Scabs  and  Ulcers,  almoft  all  over 
its  Surface,  it  muft  generally  be  called  by  the 
Name  of  fome  particular  Difeafe,  whofe  Ap- 
pearances had  fomewhat  of  an  Affinity  to  it. 
Now  if  we  examine  the.  Nature  of  all  the 
Difeafes,  that  attack  the  Human  Body,  we 
mail  not  find  the  Venereal-Malady,  when  it 
arrives  at  this  State,  to  bear  a  greater  Similitude 
to  .any  than  the  Leprofy,  as  it  is  defcribed  by 
the  Ancients :  Nay,  fo  great  was  the  Analogy 
betwixt  thefe  Difeafes  fuppofed  to  be,  that 
Sebaflianus  Aqiiilanus  has  endeavoured  to  prove 
from  Galen,  Avicen,  Pliny,  &c.  that  the  Pox 
is  only  one  Species  of  the  Leprofy ;  and  Jacobus 
Cataneus,  a  Writer  almcft  as  early  as  the  Rife 
of  the  Name  of  the  Pox,  tells  us,  'tis  not  only 
pollible  there  may  be  a  Tranfition  from  one  of 
thefe  Difeafes  into  the  other;  but  that  he  fa w 
to  Perfons  in  whom  the  Pox  was  changed  into 
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the  Leprofy  :  That  is,   from  having  great  Pocks 
or  Pujlules  on  the  Surface  of  their  Bodies,  from 
whence  the  Pox  is  denominated,  to  have  be- 
come Ulcerous  or  Scabby.     This  particular  State 
of  the  Difeafe  anciently   put  the  Surgeons  to  a 
great  deal  of  Trouble :    For  they   finding  that 
thefe  Ulcers  were  of  a  very  contumacious  and 
rebellious  Nature,  were  obliged  to  make  ufe  of 
great  Numbers  of  Remedies,  in  order  to  conquer 
the    evil    Difpofition     of    them.      But    they 
obferved   that  all  of  them  were  ufelefs,  unlefs 
Mercury    was  joined  with   them.     Now  the 
dreffing  each   particular  Ulcer   being   fo   very 
tedious,    they    ordered  the  Patients  to  daub  the 
Ointments  over  the  Parts  which  were  ulcerated  5 
which  done,  they  were  wrapt  in  Linnen  Cloths 
till  the  next  dreffing :  But  after  a  few  Days  they 
were  extreamly  furprifed;  to  find  their  Mouths 
began  to  be  fore,  and  that  they  fpit  very  pro- 
fufely  j  but  they  tell  us  to  their  Aftonifhment, 
that  in   a   little  time  the  Sores  became  healed, 
and  the  Patients  cured.     And  by  this  Accident 
it   was   the   Method  of  Salivating  by  Unction 
was  firft    difcover'd,   which   is  in  fo  much  ufe 
among  us  at  this  Day.     From  thefe  and  fome 
other  Inftances  I  have  given  of  the  Induftry  and 
Application  of  our  Predeceflbrs,  and  with  what 
Sagacity    they   applied    every  accidental  Hint, 
to  the  relieving  their  diftreiTed  Fellow-Creatures 
from  the  Misfortunes  they  laboured  under ;  we 
ought  to  be  led  to  the  bigheft  Efteem  and  Ve- 
neration 
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neration  of  them  $  and  fo  much  the  more  moll 
certainly  forafmuch  as  they  were  principally 
our  own  Country-Men,  who,  I  can  prove,  not 
only  from  feveral  Perfons  coming  from  Foreign- 
Parts  to  be  cured  of  their  Difeafes  here,  but  for 
other  Reafons,  that  they  excelled  moft  of  their 
Cotemporaries  in  the  Divine  Art  of  Healing. 
Now  altho'  thofe  Foreign- Authorities,  I  before 
mentioned,  might  be  looked  upon  as  fufficient 
to  convince  any  one,  how  our  Anceftors  blended 
thefe  two  Difeafes  together ;  yet  I  fhall  prove 
from  our  own  Writers,  long  before  thole,  that 
altho'  the  Pox  was  not  only  among  us,  but  in 
•diftant  Nations,  anciently  confounded  with  the 
Leprofy ;  yet,  fo  exact  were  our  Writers  in  their 
Observations  of  the  Infectious  Nature  of  one 
Species  of  that  Difeafe,  and  defcribing  the 
Symptoms,  as  was  fufficient  to  lead  any  Perfon 
to  the  diflinguifhing  between  them,  fo  as  to 
feparate  one  Difeafe  from  the  other.  I  lhall 
therefore  Jirft  enquire  into  the  manner  how  the 
Leprofy  was  fometimes  faid  to  be  gotten  in  thofe 
early  Times,  and  then  examine  the  Symptoms 
of  the  Difeafe,  that  attacked  the  Patient.  John 
Gadifden,  a  very  learned  and  famous  Englijh 
Phyucian,  who  fiourifhed  about  1340,  in  an 
excellent  Work  of  his,  he  entitles  Koj'a  Anglica, 
fpeaking  de  InfeSiione  ex  Coitu  LeproJiyvel  Leprcf<z9 
iays  as  follows,  Primo  notandum  quod  tile  qui 
timet  de  excoriatione  &  arfura  Virgce  poji  coitum 
fiatim  lavet  Virgam  cum  aqua  mixta  aceto,  vel 
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cum  urina propria \  &  nihil  malt  habebit\  and  in 

another  Place  fpeaking  de  Ulcere  Virgce,  he  fays, 
Sed  f  quis  vult    membrum  ab  omni  corruptione 
fervare,  cum  a  Muliere  rcccdit,  quam  forte  habet 
fufpefiam  de  immu?iditie)  lavet  illud  cum  aqua 
jrigida  mixta  cum  acetoy  vel  urina  propria ,  intra 
vet  extra  preputium.  He  likewife  fpeaking  frill  of 
the  Leprofy  y  recommends  a  Decoction  of  Plantain 
and  Roles  in   Wine,  to  be  made  ufe  of  by  the 
Woman  immediately  after  the  Venereal-Encoun- 
ter ;    upon  which  he  tells  us  fhe  will  be  fecure. 
From  hence  it  is  evident  fome  of  their  Leprous 
Women   (as  they  calPd  them)  were  capable  of 
communicating  an   infectious  Malady  to  thofe 
that  had  carnal  Converfation  with  them  ;  which- 
proves,  the   Pudenda  of  the  Women  mull:  be 
difeafed,  for  as  much  as  we  are  abfolutely  allu- 
red   Infections   of  that  Nature   only   happen 
when    a    found  Part  comes  to  an   immediate 
Contact  with  a  difeafed  one  j  for  the  Symptoms 
always   firft    difplay    themfelves  in  thofe  Parts, 
thro'    which    the   Virulency  is  firft  conveyed, 
Now  in  a  true  Leprofy  we  never  meet  with  the , 
mention    of    any   Diforder    in    thofe     Parts, 
which,  if  there  be  not,  muft  abfolutely  fecure 
the  Perfon  from  having  thai  Bifeafe  communi- 
cated to  him  by  Coition  with  Leprous-Women .; 
but     it    proves   thare   was  a   Difeafe   among 
them,  which  was  not  the  Leprofy  altho*  it  went 
by  that  Name  j  and  that  this  could  be  no  other 
than  Venereal,  became  it  was  •mfe.ct<ious ;    for 

th^e 


(   I05  ) 

there  Is  no   other   Difeale   that  is  capable  of 
being  communicated  this  way  but  the  Venereal- 
Dijeafe,    feeing   the  Pudenda   are    only  in  that 
Diftemper   fo  difeafed  as  to   become  capable  of 
communicating  their   Contagion.     I    find    the 
learned  Gilbertus  Anglkus,  who  flourifhed  about 
1360,    reafoning   concerning   the  manner  how 
it    is    poffible   a    Man   mould  be  infected  by  a 
Leprous-Woman ;    where  if  we    allow   him   to 
call   the  Malignant  Matter ■,  which    is  lodged 
in  the  Vagina   [the  Womans  feed]   we  mall  find 
he  acurately   defcribes   the  very  firft  Venereal- 
Infection,  by  part  of  the  virulent  Matters  being 
received  into  the  Urethra  ;  from  whence  by  the 
Communication  of  the  Veins  and  Arteries^  it  is 
conveyed    into  the  whole   Body,    after  which 
(fays   he)    enfues   its  total  Corruption.     Let  us 
now   examine  the    Symptoms  of  one    fort  of 
their  Leprofy,  for  it  muft   be  necefTarily  divided 
into  different  Species,  when  another  Diftemper 
was  blended  with  it,  in  which  we  obferve  luch 
a  diverfty  of  appearances ;    and  this  I  fball  il;e 
rather  do  in  this  Place,  becaufe  it  will  furnim  us 
with    the    next   Succeffion   of  Symptoms  after 
thofe  already  mentioned,  as  the  Venereal-Ozanas, 
the   Ulcers    of  the  Throat,    the  Hoarinefs,  the 
proof  of  its  being  communicable  from  the  Nurfe 
to  the  Child,  by  Herediiary-fuccejfion,  &'c.     AH 
which   we    find    to   be   true   in   the  Venereal- 
Difeafe  at  this  Day.     Our  Country-Man  Bar- 
tholomew Glavmle^  who  flourifhed  about  1360, 
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in  his  Book  de  Proprietatibus  Rerum,  tranflated 
by  John  Trevifa  Vicar  of  Barkley  in  1398,  tells 
us,  feme  Leprous- Per  fons  have  redde  Pymples  and 
Whelkes  i?i  the  Face,  ovt  of  whom  ojtene  runne 
Blood  and  Matter  :  Infuch  the  Nofis  fwellen  and 
hen  grete,  the  virtue  of  fmellynge  falyth,  and  the 
Brethe  jlynkyth  ryght  fowle.  In. another  place  he 
fpeaksof iincknefpotyd glemy  andquyttery,  theNofe- 
thrilles  benflopyl,  the  wafon  of  the  Voys  is  rough, 
and  the  Voys  is  horfe  and  the  Heere  falls.  Among 
ths  Caufes  of  this ..  iort  of  Leprofy,  he  reckons 
lying  in  the  Sheets  after  them,  eafing  Nature 
after  them;  and  others  which  the  firft  Writers 
on  the  Pox  looked  upon  to  be  capable  of  com- 
municating that  Contagion :  Alfo,  fays  he,  if 
comyth  of  flejhly  lykeng  by  a  Woman,  after  that 
a  Leprous-Man  loathe  laye  by  her ;  alfo  it 
comyth  of  Fader  and  Moder ;  annfo  thys  Conta- 
gyon  paffyth  into  the  Chylde  as  it  ware 
by  Lawe  of  Herytage.  And  alfo  when 
a  Chylde  is  fedde  wyth  corrupt  Mylke 
of  a  Leprous  Nouryce.  He  adds,  by  what 
ever  Caufe  it  comes,  you  are  not  to  hope  for  Cure 
if  it  be  confyrmyd;  but  it  in  ay  be  fomewhai  hidde 
and  lett  that  it  diflroye  fofoone,  Thus  we  fee 
how  our  Author,  under  the  Name  of  one  Species 
of  the  Leprofy,  gives  a  Summary  of  the  Symp- 
toms of  the  Pox,  and  the  feveral  ways  whereby 
it  is  at  this  time  communicated.  Now  when 
jthefe  two  Difeafes  were  anciently  blended 
together,  and  pafTed   under  the  Name  of  the 

Leprofy 


(  l07  ) 

Leprofy  only,   it  muft  be  the  real  Caufe  why 
that  Difeafe  feemed  to  be  (o  rife  formerly  j  for 
two  Diitempers  palling  under  one  Name  muft 
neceffarily  make  it  more    taken  notice  of  and 
much   more  frequent ;    not  but  that  much  the 
greater    Number  of  thofe  who  were  formerly 
faid  to   be  Leprous  were  really  Venereal,  feems 
to  be  very  evident;    for  fince  that  Difeafe  has 
been    Separated  from  the  Leprofy,  it  has  drawn 
off  fuch   vaft    Numbers,    that  the   Leprofy  is 
become   as  it   were   a  perfect   Stranger   to  us. 
Thole  who  are  acquainted  with  our  Englilh  Hif- 
tory  well  know  the  great    Provifion  which  was 
anciently    made   throughout   all    England  for 
Leprous-Perfons,     infomuch    that    there     was 
fcarce  a  conliderable  Town  among  us  but  had 
a  Lazar-Houfe  for   fuch  difeafed.     In   a  Re- 
gifter  which   belonged  to  one  of  thefe  Houfes, 

1  find  there  were  in  Hen.  the  VHIth's  time 
6  of  them  near  London,  {viz,)  at  Knight's- Bridge, 
Ha?nmerf?nith,  Highgate,  Kiwjland,  the  Lock, 
and  at  Mile-end,  but  about  40  Years  before  I 
find  but  4  mentioned  :  and  in  1452  in  the 
Will  of  Ralph  Holland,  Merchant-Taylor, 
regiflred  in  the  Prerogative  Office,  mention  is 
made  but  of  3,  which,  with  his  Legacies  to 
them,  are  as  follow.  Item  lego  Leprofs  de  Lokes, 
extra  Bar  ram  Sti  Georgii  20s.  Item  lego 
Leprofs  de  Hackcnay  (which  is  that  at  Kingjland) 

2  bs.  Item  lego  Leprofs  Sti  Egidii  extra  Barram 
de  Holborn  40J,    from  which  it  is  worth  while 
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to  note,  that  the  Lock  beyond  St.  Georges 
Church,  and  that  at  King/land,  are  at  this  time 
applyed  to  no  other  ufe  than  for  the  Entertain- 
ment and  Cure  of  fuch  as  h&ve  the  Venereal- 
Malady.  Some  of  our  learned  Antiquaries 
nave  been  much  concerned  to  know  the  Caufe 
why  the  Leprofy  (hou'd  be  fo  common  in  thofe 
early  times,  and  fo  little  known  among  us  now: 
But  I  believe  the  Reafon  will  be  impoffible  to 
be  affigne  j,  unlefs  we  allow,  according  to  the 
Proofs  which  I  have  already  brought,  that  the 
Venereal-Difeafe  was  fo  blended  wiih  it,  as  to 
make  up  the  Number  of  the  difeafed.  It  feems 
to  have  been  the  fame  thing  with  them  in 
France  as  with  us :  For  Mezeray  tells  us,  that 
the  Houfe  of  the  Fathers  of  the  Mijjion  of 
St.  Lazarus,  was  formerly  an  Hofpital  for 
Leprous-People,  but  that  Difeafe  being  ceafed 
jn  this  lafl  Age  (fince  the  Pox  has  been  feparated 
from  it)  theie  Lazar-Houfes  have  been  con- 
verted to  other  Ufes ;  and  it  may  not  be  perhaps 
foreign  to  my  purpofe  to  take  notice  that  the 
Writ  de  Leprofo  amovendo  contained  in  the 
^Regifter  of  Writs  was  (according  to  Coke  upon 
Littleton)  to  prevent  Leprous  Ferions  affociating 
themfelves  with  their  Neighbours,  who  appear 
to  be  fo  by  their  Voice  and  their  Sores ;  and 
the  Putrefadion  of  their  Flefhj  and  by  the 
Smell  of  them.  Well  then,  let  us  examine 
what  Method  was  to  be  taken  to  prevent  this 
npyfom    gnd  filthy  Diflemper,  the   Leprofy; 
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why   truly  that  which  would  infallibly  prevent 
their  getting  the  Pox   after  the  ufual  Method, 
and  that    was  Caftration.     It   is  certain  that 
Eunuchs  are  rarely  or  never  troubled  with  the; 
Leprofy,  according    to   Monfieur  le  Preftre,  a 
Councellor  in   the  Parliament  of  Paris,   who 
has  thefe  Words,  Antipathia  vero  Elephantiafis  ■ 
"ueneno  rejiftit'.    Hinc  Eunuchi&  quicunque  funt 
mollis,  frigidac  &  effeminated  natures  nnnquam 
aut  raro  Lepra  corripiuntur,  &  quidem  quibus 
imminet    Lepra  periculum  de  con/Mo  ?nedicorum 
Jibi  viri  Ha  a  mputa  re  perm  ittitur.   ( Ce  n  t.  i .  Cap. 
6.  de  Separatione  ex  caufa  Luis  Venerea.)  And 
Mezeray  fays,  he  has  read  in  the  Life  of  Philip 
the  Auguft,   that  fome  Men  had  fuch  Appre- 
henfions    of  the  Leprofy,    (that   (hameful  and 
nafty  Diftemper)  that   to  preferve    themfelves 
from  it,  they  made  themfelves  Eunuchs.     Now 
it   is  highly  probable  that  thofe  Perfons  who 
fubmitted    to  fuch  a  painful  Operation,  having 
before  obferved,  that  thofe  who  gave  themfelves 
up  to  a  free  and  unreftrained  ufe  of  Women, 
fell  at  length  under  fuch  unhappy  circumftances; 
and    fo  found    the  only   meafures  to  preferve 
themfelves  from  it   was  to  be  di  fa  bled  for  fuch 
engagements,     which    fufficiently   proves  this 
Species  of  the  Leprofy  was  infectious;    and  for 
the  reafons   before  affigned  could  be  no  other 
than  Venereal ;  for  how  the  true  Leprefy  mould 
be   prevented  by  fuch  means  will  be,  I  believe, 
impoffible  for  any  Perfon  to  determine.     There 
yet  remains  one  very  confiderable  Symptom  of 
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the  Venereal-Malady  for  me  to  take  notice  of5 
becaufe   it  is   looked   upon  to  be  the  moft  re- 
markable  in  that  Difeafe,  which,  is  the  falling 
of  the   Nofe;    but  fince  it   has   been  already 
proved,  that  this  Difeafe  when  it  had  arrived  to 
fucn  a  pitch  as  to  difcover  it  felf  by  thofe  direful 
Symptoms,  as  are  the  immediate  forerunners  of 
this,  was  by  the  Ancients  confounded  with  the 
Leprofy,    and  called  by  that  Name,  it  muft  be 
among  the  Symptoms  of  that  Difeafe  we  are 
the  moft  likely   to   meet  with  it,  if  any  fuch 
thing   as   the   falling  of  the  Nofe  was  known 
among  them.     Now   the  moft  likely  Method 
of  coming    to    a    certain    Knowledge  of  the 
Infallible    Symptoms    of  the    Leprofy  of  the 
Ancients  in  its  more  confirmed  State,  is  to  con- 
sult the  Examinations  thofe  unhappy  Perfons 
were   obliged  to  undergo,  before  they  were  de- 
barred the  Conversation  of  Human  Societv,  and 
committed  to  dole  confinement :  But  this  being 
a  thing  fome  Ages  fince  laid  afide,  no  Author 
that  I  know  of  having  the  particular  Hiftory  of 
it,   I   fhall  do   it  as  briefly  as  I  can  from  what 
Remains  I  have  met  with  in  Records,  and  other 
fcattered  Papers.     Firft   then,  after  the  Perfons 
appointed   to    examine  the  Difeafed  had  com- 
forted   them,   by    telling   them  this  Diftemper 
might   prove   a   Spiritual    Advantage;    and  if 
they   were  found  to  be  Leprous,  it  was  to  be 
looked  upon  as  their  Purgatory  in  this  World ; 
and  altho'  they  were   denied  the  World,  they 
were  chofen  of  God  :    the  Perfon  was  then  to 

fwear 


(!!!) 

f\*fear  to  anfwer  truly  to  all  fuch  QuefHons  as 
they  mould  be  afked ;  but  the  Examiners  were 
very  cautious  in  their  Inquiries,  left  aPeribn  who 
was  not  really  Leprous  fhould  be  committed, 
which   they   looked  upon  to  be  an  aimofl  un- 
pardonable Crime:    They  considered  the  Signs 
as   Umvoeal,   which   properly  belonged  to  that 
Difeafe,    or   Equivocal,  which  might  belong  to 
another,   and  did   not,  upon  the  appearance  of 
one  or  two  Signs,  determine  the  Perfon  to  be  a 
Lazar  -,    and  this  Lfind  to  be  the  Cafe  of  the 
Wife  of  John  Nightingale  Efqj  of  Brentwood 
in   EJfex,  who  in  the  Reign  of  Edw.  the  IVtb, 
An.    1468,  being  reported  to  be  a  Lazare%  and 
and   that   (he  did    converfe  and  communicate 
with  Perfons  in  public  and  private  Places,  and 
not   (according  to   cuftom)   retire   herfelf,  but 
refufed  fo  to  do,  was  accordingly  examined  by 
William  Hattecliff,  Roger  Marcall,  and  Domini- 
cus  de  Serego  the  Kings  Phyficians;    but  they 
upon   ftrict  Inquiry  adjudged  her  not  to  be  Le- 
prous, by  reafon  the  Appearances  of  the  Difeafe 
were  not  fufHcient:  Some  of  the  Queftions  put 
to  the   Leprous-Perfons,   which  will  more  fully 
confirm  what  I  have  before  advanced,  I  mall 
now  give  as  I  tranferibed  them  from  an  Ancient 
Book  of  Surgery,  yf  there  were  any  of  his  lygnage 
that  he  knew  to  be  Lazares  and  especially  their 
Fader s  and  Moders  %  for  by  any  other  of  their 
Kynred  they  ought  not  to  be  Lazares,  then  ought 
ye  to  enquire  yf  he  hath  had  the  Company  of  any 
leprefs  Woman^   and  yf  any  Lzzmq  bad  medled 
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with  her  afore  him ;    and  lately  becaufe  of  the 
infefl   matter  and  contagyousfilthy  that  fie  had 
received  of  him.     Alfo  his  nojlrih  be  wyde  out- 
ward,  narrow  within  and  gnawn.     Alfo  yf  his 
lips  .and  gummes  are  foul  fly  nking  and  coroded, 
Alfo  yf  his  voice  be  horfe}  and  as  hefpeaketh  in 
the  nofe.     Now  the  Signs  which  are  here  men- 
tioned, were  looked  upon  to  be  Univocal'.  And 
thefe  were  they  who  made  the  Examiners  prin- 
cipally determine  the  Perfons  to  be  Leprous ; 
but  what   Determinations  any  one  would  im- 
mediately  give  from  fuch  Symptoms  now,  no 
Perfon    is  iarely  ignorant   of.     But  even  thefe 
certain   appearances    would   not   always  fatisfy 
fome  Perfons,  if  we  may  believe  Fcelix  Platenus 
in  his   Medicinal  and  Chirurgical  Qbkvvaiions, 
Lib.  3.  who   tells  us,  iome  did  not  look  upon 
them   to  be  fo,  till  they  had  an  horrible  afpecl:, 
were  hoarfe  and  Nofes  fell.     Likewife   in    the 
TLxamen  Leproforum  printed  in  the  De  Chirur- 
gia  Scriptores  Optirni,  the  Author  fpeaking  of 
the  Signs  of  the  Leprcfy  relating  to  the  Nofes 
begins  thus,    Si  nares  exterius  fecundum  exterio- 
rem  partem  ingrofjentur,  6?  interius  conjlringantur^ 
&  coarBenturJ'ecundoJi  appareat  cartilaginisin 
medio  corofio,   et   cafus   ejus  fignificat    Lepram 
incur abilem.     And   the  before  mentioned  John 
Gadifden  in  his  Chapter  de  Lepra  fays  as  follows, 
Signa     confirmations   etiam  incur abiliter  Junt 
corrofio  cartilaginis  qua  efl  inter  foramina  &? 
cafus  ejufidem.     Thus,  Sir,  have  I  proved  we  had 
a  Diftemper  amongus  fome  hundreds  of  Years 

before 


(  "3  ) 

before  the  Venereal- Dijeafe  is  laid  to  have  been 
known  in  Europe,  which  was  called  the  Burning, 
that  this  Burning  was  Infectious,  and  that  it 
was  the  fir  ft  Degree  of  the  Venereal  Dijeafe ; 

.  that  this  being  common  at  that  time,  from  their 
Method  of  Treatment;  the  Box  mutt  be 
unavoidable :  That  it  had  exactly  the  fame  Ap- 
pearances it  has  now,  altho'  they  were  generally 
called  by  differ  eniN ames,  that  the  Ancients  con- 
founded it  with  the  Leprofy,  that  the  vaft 
Numbers  of  Leprous- Perfons  among  us,  before 
the  Venereal-Difeafe  was  feparated  from  it, 
and  the  fmall  Number  we  obferve  at  this  Time, 
is  a  flagrant  Proof  of  the  former ;  that  in  de- 
icribing  the  Symptoms  of  the  Leprofy,  they  give 
us  thofe  of  the  Venereal  Malady ;  and,  by  men- 
tioning how  it  is  communicated,  they  defcribe 
the  Ways  by  which  the  Pox  is  gotten  at  this 
Day  j  that  fuch  Remedies  were  by  them 
recommended  to  prevent  the  firjl  Attack 
of  the  Leprofy,  as  are  at  this  Time  in 
Ufe  to  prevent  the  firft  Symptoms  of  the  Pox ; 

(  and  that  the  falling  of  the  Nofe,  which  has  been 
look'd  upon  to  be  the  mod  remarkable  Symptom 
of  the  Venereal-Difeafe,  was  commonly  obferved 
in  what  they  called  the  Leprofy  in  former  Ages. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Tours^  &c, 
u  William  Beckett, 

ft  • 
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New    BOOKS, 

Printed  for  E.  Curll,  in  Covent-Garden. 

I.  T^HE    SCHOOL  of  VENUS:  Or,  TheLJDT's 
£_     MISCELLANY.-  Being  A  COLLECTION 
of  Original  Poems,    Translations,  Tales,    and  Novels, 
relating  to  Love  and  Gallantry. 

Venus  !  thy  Empire  o'er  the  World  extends  ! 

To  thy  foft  Charms  the  whole  Creation  bends  ? 

On  Earth,  in  Streams,  thro'  all  the  rolling  Main^ 

The  leafy  Foreff,  and  the  graffy  Plain  ; 

Thy  kindling  Warmth,  the  various  Nations  find, 

And  rufh  with  Joy  to  generate  their  kind.  Dry  den. 

Adorn'd  with  Cuts,  by  Hogarth.         Price  6  s. 

II.  The  Altar  of  Love  :  Or,  The  Art  of  Kiffing,  in  all 
its  Varieties.  Being  a  curious  Collection  of  Poems,  and  other 
MKcellanies.  Defign'd  for  the  Improvement  of  both  Sexes. 
The;  charted.  Ear  will  be  equally  entertain'd,  and  forewarn'd,  by 
a  Recital  of  the  alluring  Wiles  of  the  Fair  Sex  ;  at  the  fame 
Time  that  the  difhonourable  Attacks  of  Mankind  are  expos'd, 
in  order  to  preferve  the  Ladies  Reputation.  For,  herein,  from 
the  Court,  to  the  Cottage,  the  Affair  of  intriguing  Gallantry  is 
fully  trac'd  through  its  moil  intricate  Labyrinths,       Price  6  s. 

III.  A  New  Miscellany  of  Original  Poems,  Tranflations, 
and  Imitations.  Publifh'd  by  Anthony  Hammond,  Efq;  written 
by  the  mofl  eminent  Hands,  <viz.  Mr  Prior,  Mr  Hughes,  Mr 
Pope  Lady  Mary  Worthy  Montague,  Mrs  Manley,  Mrs  Fouke, 
Mrs  Centliwe,   Mr  Amlmrfi,  Sec.     Price  5"  s. 

IV.  The  Works  of  the  juftly  celebrated  William  Walsh, 
Efq;  in  Profe  and  Verfe.  With  feme  Account  of  the  Author 
and  his  Writings ;  and  his  Character  by  Mr  Pope.     Price  4  s. 

V.  Court  Tales:  Or,  Modern  Amours.  Being  the 
AD  VENTURES  of  fome  Perfons  of  the  Firft  Rank. 
Faithfully  related  from  the  Author's  own  Knowledge  of  each 
Tranfadion.     Written  by  Mrs  Grainger. 

When  Am'rous  Charles  Britannia's  Scepter  bore.. 
Such  were  our  Pleafures  in  the  Days  of  yore, 
The  Nightly  Scene  of  Joy  the  Park  was  made, 
And  Love,  in  Couples,  peopled  ev'ry  Shade  : 
•  But  fince  at  Court  the  Rural-Tafie  is  loft, 
What  mighty  Sums  have  Vehet-Couches  ceil?         .     Gay. 
The  Second    Edition.         Price  zs.  6d.  VI, 


New     BOOKS. 

VI.  Selett  Tales  and  Novels  in  Verfe.  Tranflated  from 
the  French  of  La  Fontaine.  By  Mr  Congreve,  Mr.  Topham,  Mf 
Harrifon,  Mr  Pent  on,  Mr  Rinue,  Mr  Pw,  Mr  Cobb,  Mr  #«;». 
phriys.     Adofn'd  with  Cuts.     The  Second  Edition.     Price  5  /, 

VII.  The  Works  of  Monfieur  Voiture,  Addrefled  t» 
Mrs.  Blount,  by  Mr.  Pope.  Containing,  I.  Letters  and 
Characters  of  the  moft  eminent  Perfons  in  the  Court  Farnce, 
With  explanatory  Notes  by  Monfieur  Richelieu.  II.  Alcidalis 
and  Zelida:  A  Romance  written  for  the  Entertainment  of 
Mademoifelle  De  Rambouillet.  III.  The  Metamorphofes  of 
Ladies  into  various  F/o-tvers.  IV.  Poems  on  feveral  Occafiofts. 
Tranflated  by  the  moft  eminent  Hands.  2  Volumes  Duodecimo, 
Price  6  s.  fewed  up  in  Blue  Paper  :  or,  7  s.  neatly  Bound. 

Major  PA  CK's  Character  of  Voiture  and  his  Writings,  viz. 

Monfieur  Voiture  is,  I  own,  the  only  Author  in  the 
World  who  can  ahvays  put  me  into  good  Hnmour.  The 
inimitable  Turns  of  his  Wit,  even  upon  the  .  moft  Barren 
Subjects;  his  Droll-Mirth,  his  Quotations  fo  happily 
applied,  free  from  any  of  that  Pedantry  {0  ofFenfive  in  mo/t 
Others,  who  mingle  the  learned  Languages  with  their  own ; 
his  Skill  in  that  hardeft  Part  of  Good-Breeding,  Compli- 
menting the  Ladies,  (where  he  never  runs  into  Common  Place  ;) 
and  Flattering  the  Great  (where  he  never  defcends  into  Servility 
or  Meannefs.)  In  fhort,  the  Generojity  as  well  as  Gaiety  of  his 
Soul,  runs  through  all  he  -writes,  and  makes  one  not  only 
read  him  with  Admiration  but  AfFedlion.] 

EJJay  on  Study  ;   Pag.  lofi.  of  the  Second  Edition.  8  vo. 

Lettrcs  Mufcovites :  or,  Mufcwian  Letters,  Containing  an 
Account  of  the  Form  of  Government,  Cujloms,  and  Manners 
of  that  Great  Empire.  Written  by  a  Perfon  of  Diftinction,  and 
Printed  at  Paris  1735.  Tranflated  by  William  Mufgrave, 
Efq;  Price  5  s. 

VIII.  The  Northern  Worthies,  or,  the  L  I  v  es  of  PETER 
the  Great,  Father  of  his  Country,  and  Emperor  of  All  Rujfia ; 
and  of  his  Illuftrious  Emprefs  CATHARINE,  the  late 
Czarina.  Likewife  of  P  E  T  E  R  II,  and  of  the  Acceffion 
and  Condutt  of  the  prefent  Czarina.  Tranflated  from 
the  French  Original  of    Monfieur    Fontenelle.     Price   z  s  6  d. 

IX.  P  oft -Office-Intelligence :  or,  Uni-verfal  Galantry.  Being  a 
Collection  of  Love-Letters,  written  by  Perfons  in  all  Stations, 
from  moft  Parts  of  the  Kingdom.  Publifh'd  from  their 
Originals   retum'd   into  the  General  Poft*OJJice   in  London,  the 

Parties 
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Parties   to  whom  they    where   dire&ed    being  either  dead    or 
remov'd  from  their  ufual  Places  of  Abode.    Price  3  s. 

X.  The  Works  of  the  juftly  celebrated  William  Waljh, 
Efq ;  in  Verfe  and  Profe.  Confifting  of  his  Defence  of  the 
Female  Sex.  Letters  amorous  and  gallant,  Satires,  Paftorals, 
Epigrams,  &c.  With  fome  Account  of  his  Life  and  Character 
by  Mr.  Dryden  and  Mr.  Pope.     Price  4  s: 

XI.  Philomela;  or,  The  Poetical  Works  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Ro<zve  late  of  Frome  in  Somerfet/hire.  With  fome  Account  of 
her  Life,  Writings,  Laft  Will  and  Teftament.  Letters  to  Lady 
Hartford,  &c.  with  her  Character  by  Dr.  Watts.     Price  4/. 

XII.  The  whole  Works  of  Major  Richard/on  Pack,  (late 
of  Bury  St.  Edmonds  in  Suffolk)  together  with  his  Remains, 
Life,  Laft  Will,  and  Teftament.     Price  9  s. 

XIII.  A  New  Mifcellany  of  Original  Bpems,  Tranflations, 
and  Imitations.  By  the  molt  eminent  Hands.  Colle&ed  and 
publilhed  by  Anthony  Hammond  Efq;    Price   5  s. 

XIV.  The  Poetical  Works  of  the  late  ingenious  Mr. 
William  Pattifon  of  Sidney  College,  Cambridge.  Two  Vols. 
Price  us. 

XV.  The  Poetical  Works  of  Nicholas  RavJe,  Efq ;  (including 
his   Tranflation  of  Calipcedia)  Price  4  s. 

XVI.  Poems  on  feveral  Occafions,  by  Mr.  Addifon. 
With  his  Differtation  on  the  Roman  Poets.     Price  5  s. 

XVII.  Mr.  Philip's  Poems,  viz.  1  Blenheim.  2.  The 
Splendid  Shilling.     3.  Ode  to  Lord  Bolingbroke.     1  s.  6  d. 

.XVIII.  The  Life  and  Pof  humous.  Wouks  of  Arthur  Mayn- 
*waringr  Efq ;  containing  feveral  Original  Pieces  and  Tranflation s, 
in  Prose  and  Verse.  With  an  Abftracl:  of  all  his  Political 
Tra&s.    Price  5  s. 

XIX.  The  Life  and  Works  of  Walter  Moyle,  Efq;  pub- 
lifbed  by  himfelf.     Price     5  s. 

XX.  Memoirs  of  the  Life,  Writings,  and  Amours  of  the 
late  William  Congre<ve,  Efq  ;  interfpers'd  with  Eflays,  Letters, 
and  a  Novel,  intitled  Adventures  of  three  Days:  All  written  by 
himfelf.  Alfo  a  true  Copy  of  his  laft  Will  and  Teftament. 
Price  5  s. 

XXI.  The  Life  of  that  eminent  Trgedian  Mr.  Thomas 
Better  ton.     Price    35    6  d. 

XXII..  Archbifhop's  Tillotfon's  Life,  (in  Folio  to  perfeft  his 
Works,)  Written  by  Dr.  Young,  Dean,  and  Dr.  Burnety  Bifhop 
of  Salisbury.      Price  3  *.' 

XXIII.  The  Life  of  Mrs.  Manley  (Author  of  the  Atalaniis) 
Written  by  herfelf.     With  a  Key.     Price  1  s  6d. 
F    IN-I-S. 
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